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(57) Abstract: A gas discharge tube (1) secures the formation of a
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1 discharge path from a cathode(20) to an arc-ball molding recess (16)
- by the electric insulation of a focusing electrode (14) and a discharge
limiter (30), and by the equipment of the discharge limiter (30) with a
discharge limit opening (31). This formation of the discharge path is
accompanied by a sure development of a start discharge. Even while
the lamp is on, the discharge limit opening (31) facing the recess (16)
keeps a suitable shape of an arc ball (S) and enables a stable molding of
the arc ball (S), so that luminance and luminous energy are stabilized.
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