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To ail whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HENRY B. McKEE, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Syracuse, in the county of Onondaga, in the
State of New York, have invented new and
useful Improvements in Ice-Tongs, of which
the following, taken in- connection with the
accompanying drawings, is a full, clear, and
exact description.

This invention relates to the elass of ice-
tongs which are composed of a single carry-
ing-handle, a pair of jaws pivotally connect-
ed to said handle, and means on said handle,
adapted to be operated by the hand used in
carrying the device, to either open or close
the jaws,

The invention consists in a novel construc-
tion of ice-tongs which are very convenient
and efficient in their use for grasping and
carrying blocks of ice or other articles, as
hereinafter described, and set forth in the an-
nexed elaims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a side elevation of an ice-tongs embodying
my invention and showing the jaws in their
normal or open position. Fig. 2 is partly a
longitudinal section and partly a side view
of the same, the jaws being shown in closed
position and broken off; and Figs. 3 and 4
are vertical sections on lines X X and Y Y,
respectively, in Fig. 1.

Referring to the drawings, A denotes the
handle by which the device is carried and
which may be of any suitable shape. The
handle is formed at its ends with a pair of
parallel depending arms a @, each of which
is formed with a longitudinal slot b, open at
the lower end.

B B denote the pair of non-crossing jaws,
which may be of suitable design, and they
are pivoted at their upper ends, as shown at
¢ ¢, to the aforesaid arms a a in the lower
ends of their slots b b, which jaws are formed
at their pivoted ends with extensions d d,
projecting toward each other, and atthe lower
or free ends of said jaws are formed the usual
inwardly-projecting spurs or points ¢ e.

C represents a grip-bar which is employed
for the purpose of closing the jaws to cause
the same to grip the block of ice or other ar-
ticle to be handled. Said grip-bar may also
be of any desired shape or design, and it is

disposed to slide in the aforesaid slots b b of
the depending arms and is formed with heads
¢' o' at its ends bearing on the outer sides of
the arms to prevent longitudinal movement
of the same.

D D are links by which movement is im-
parted from said grip-bar to the jaws for clos-
ing the same. Said links are bifurcated at
their lower ends, as shown at b’ &', and are
pivoted thereat to the aforesaid extensions d
d of the jaws, as indicated at ¢’ ¢', and the
upper ends of the links are formed with simi-
lar bifurcations d' d', by which they are piv-
oted to ears ¢' ¢/, formed on the under side of
said bar, as indicated at ' 1.

a® a? are coiled springs which are disposed
longitudinally in the slots & b and are con-
nected at their lower ends to rigid transverse
pins b? D? extending through the said slots
and at their upper ends to ears ¢? ¢?, formed
on the bottom of said grip-bar C. By arrang-
ing the said springs in this manner it will be
seen that the grip-bar will be drawn down in
the slots when released from the person’s
hand, and thereby the jaws will be opened
auntomatically, it being understood that the
said grip-bar is disposed at a proper dis-
tance from the handle A when the jaws are
in open position, so as to permit the grip-bar
to be conveniently gripped by one or more

-} fingers of the hand of the person.

I do not limit myself to the detail construc-
tion herein described, as my improved ice-
tongs are susceptible of many modifications
without departing from the spirit of the in-
vention. Furthermore, it will be observed
that, by reason of the said jaws not crossing,
a block of ice or any articie to be handled
may be of greater depth than could be other-
wise handled. Thisis one of the salient fea-
tures of my improved ice-tongs.

What I claim. is—

1. An ice-tongs comprising a handle pro-
vided with a pair of depending parallel arms,
a pair of non-crossing jaws pivotally connect-
ed to the lower ends of said arms, and a grip-
bar disposed to slide vertically on said arms
and pivotally connected to said jaws sub-
stantially as described.

2. Anice-tongs comprising ahandle formed
at its ends with a pair of parallel depending
arms vertical guides formed in said arms,
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a pair of non-crossing jaws pivoted to the
lower ends of said arms, a grip-bar sliding
in said guides and pivotally econnected to
said jaws substantially as described.

3. Anice-tongscomprising a handle, a pair
of non-crossing jaws pivotally connected to
said handle, a vertically- movable grip-bar
carried on said handle and pivotally connect-
ed to the jaws, by which to close said jaws by

hand, and springs automatically opening said -

Jaws substantially as described.
4. An ice-tongs comprising a handle, a pair

of non-crossing jaws pivotally connected to°

said handle, hand-operated means for clos-
ing said jaws, and means adapted to auto-
matically open said jawssuabstantially as-de-
seribed.

5. Anice-tongscomprisingahandle formed
with a pair of parallel depending arms, each
formed with a vertical slot, a pair of jaws
pivotally connected to said arms, in thelower
ends of saidslots, a grip-bar disposed to slide
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vertically in said slots and pivotally connect-
ed to said jaws, and a pair of coiled springs
located in the slots and connected at their
respective ends to the grip-bar and arms for
the purpose set forth.

6. Anice-tongscomprising ahandle formed
with a pair of parallel arms each provided
with a vertical slot, a pair of jaws pivotally
connected to said arms, in the lower ends of
the slots, and formed with extensions at their
pivoted ends projecting toward each other,
a grip-bar disposed to slide vertically in said
slots, links pivotally connecting said grip-
bar and extensions, a rigid pin passing trans-
versely through each slot, and coiled springs
disposed vertically in the slots and connect-
ed at their respective ends to the grip-bar
and pins as and for the purpose set forth.

HENRY B. McKEE. [1.s.]

Witnesses: '

J. J. Laass,
Wu. HAWLEY.
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