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to azz whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JOHN E. COTTON, of 

Fairfield, in the county of Somerset and State 
of Maine, have invented a new and Improved 
Folding Table, of which the following is a full, 
clear, and exact description. 
My invention consists of the construction, 

arrangement, and combination of parts, all as 
hereinafter described and claimed. 

Io Reference is to be had to the accompanying 
drawings, forming a part of this specification, 
in which similar letters of reference indicate 
corresponding parts in all the figures. 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my new and 
I5 improved table as it appears when set up. 

Fig. 2 is a view of the bottom of the table, 
showing the box in which the pawls are held 
in section, and Fig. 3 is an edge view of the 
table folded. 

2O To the under surface of the table, near its 
ends, are hinged the legs B B, and to the cen 
ter of the top is secured by the screws a a the 
box B. This box, in this instance, is com 
posed of the I-shaped wooden frame, b, to the 

25 ends of the arms of which are secured upon 
either side the metal plates ce. The plates a 
c are slotted, as shown at c', and to the plates 
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upon the inner surfaces are pivoted above the 
slots the pawls dd. 

3o Connected to the legs B B by means of the 
pivoted rungs ffare the braces DD. The up 
per ends of the braces D are provided with 
pins e, that run in the slots c' when the legs are 
opened and closed, and when the legs are 

35 opened to vertical position, or to a position 
where they stand at right angles to the top A, 
the pins strike the ends of the slots and pre 
vent the legs from being swung outward too 
far. When the legs are thus opened and the 

to table set upright, the pawls d drop behind the 
pins e, and thus lock the legs in open position. 
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When the table is to be closed, it is simply 
turned upside down, when the pawls will drop 
by gravity out of engagement with the pins e, 
thus leaving the legs free to be folded flat 
against the under surface of the top A, as 
shown in Fig. 3. 
To prevent the braces D from rattling, I 

place upon the pins e inside the box B the 
coiled springs gg, which act between the fixed 
and movable washers i i", so that the latter are 
pressed against the inner surfaces of the plates 
c, and prevent the braces from having a loose 
action. 
I am aware that it is old to employ, in con 

nection with the folding legs of a table and 
their pivoted sliding braces, spring-stops to re 
tain the legs in their upright position; also, to 
employ, in connection with the same named 
parts, a keeper and a button pivoted in said 
keeper and adapted to secure the legs in their 
vertical position; and, also, to employ, in a 
chair having a folding seat, pivoted and sliding 
braces, upon which braces the seat is held as 
against the downward folding of the latter by 
means of catches and a slotted guifle. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

what I claim as new, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is 
The hinged legs B, provided with braces D, 

having pins e, on which are placed friction 
springs, in combination with the slotted plates 
c, in which the pins move, and the locking 
pawls d, pivoted to the plates, to engage with 
the pins, substantially as described. 

JOHN E. COTTON. 

Witnesses: 
E. G. PRATT, 
H. L. KELLEY. 
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