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JOSEPH A. ROBBINS, OF BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS. 
Letters Patent No. 88,984, dated April 13, 1869. 

STOCKING-SUPPoRTER, 
--8-4ebb------- 

The Schedule referred to in these Fuetters Patent and making part of the same. 

To all to vhom these presents shallcome: 
Beit known that I, JosEPHA. RoBBINs, of Boston, 

in the county of Suffolk, and State of Massachusetts, 
have nade a invention of a new and useful dlevice 
for supporting and maintaining in a proper position, a 
stocking upon the leg of the wearer; and do hereby 
declare the following to be a full, clear, and exact de 
scription thereof, d?e reference being bad to the accom 
panying drawing, naking part of this specification, and 
which is a perspective view of my invention. 
The invention consists in tvo netallic plates applied 

to opposite ends of a short elastic strap, the outer ex 
tremities of these plates being formed with a series of 
hooks, or their equivalents, for taking into the mate 
rial of the stocking, in manneras hereinafter explained. 

In thedrawings before mentiomed, a demotes a short 
strap, of any suitable elastic material, having afiixed 
in a propermanner to each of its extremities, a me 
tallic plate, bor b“, the outer edgesor extremities of 
such plates beingformed into a series of hookedteeth, 
c cc, &c. 

Im applying the device, one of the metallic platesis 
to be inserted or booked into tlue"upper front part of 
the leg cf the stocking, at about the height at which 
the ordinary garter is nov applied. 
The elastic strapis next stretched to about its fullest 

extent, and tle opposite plate hooked into the stock 
ing-leg. . 

s The effect of this application of the device, is to con 
tract the leg of the stocking tightly about the leg 
of the wearer, or with suficient force to retain such 
stocking-legup to its proper position under a circum 

| stances. 

The advantages of my present invention are 
First, that it obviates or avoids the disagreeable, 

and oftentimes injurious effects of girdling the leg, as 
is the case in the use of the ordinary garter, or those 
which entirely encircle the leg. M 

Another advantage of my invention, isthe ease and 
expedition with Whichit nay be applied, and its power 
of contracting the stockingabout the leg, and adjusted 
ol varied to suit diferent wearers. 

I do not claim broadly the fastening, or tightening 
of garments upon the person, by means of an elastic 
band, with fastening-devices uponits end, passingpartly 
around the body. The distinctive feature of my inven 
tion, and that whicln givesit value, is that the fastener 
need not engage with auxiliary loops, or button-holes 
for receiving the hooks, but cambe used upon any part 
of the stocking, and at any height, without the aid of 
auxiliary devices, the hooked and pointed fastening 
teeth readily penetrating and catching in the fabric of 
which the stocking is formed. 

Therefore, what I claim, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is 
Asan improved article of manufacture, a stocking 

| fastener, composed of an elastic band extending partly 
around the leg, and provided at its end with a series 
of claws, or hooked teeth, adapted to penetrate and 
catch in the fabric of which the stocking is formed, as 
and for the purposes specified. 

JOSEPH A. ROBBCNS. 
Witnesses: 

GEo. A. LORING, 
FRED. OURTIS. 

    

  

  

  


