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Application filed April 6,1892,
To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JorxN J. MILLER, a ¢iti-
zen of the United States, residing at Pitts-
burg, in the county of Allegheny and State of
Pennsylvania, have invented or discovered
cerfain new and useful Improvements in
Thimbles for Light - Fixtures, of which im-
provements the following is a specification.

The invention described herein relates to
certain improvements in the arrangement of
the connections between gas and clectric-light
fixtures, such as side brackets, chandeliers,
&e., and the supply pipe and wires. The gas-
pipes are usually so arranged in houses that
the outlet ends thereof project from two to
four inches (more or less) from the side wall
or ceiling. In attaching the electric-light
fixtures to these projecting ends insulating-
joints are interposed between the fixtures and
said projecting ends, and fuse-hoards are in-
terposed between the wires of the fixtures and
the supply-wires, said fuse-boards being ad-
jacent to the insulating-joints. On account
of the size of the joint and board and the
length of the projecting ends of the gas-pipe
the canopies used for concealing these parts
are, on account of their size, nearly as un-
sightly as the joints and fuse-boards them-
selves.

The object of this invention is to provide
for the arrangement of the connections of the
gas and electric-light fixtures within thimbles
or shells embedded within the walls or ceil-
ings, thereby permitting of the use of small
canopies for covering the mouths of the shells
or thimbles.

In general terms the invention consists in
the construction and combination substan-
tially as hereinafter described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, Figure 1 is a view,
partlyinsection and partly in elevation, show-
ing the application of my improvement to a
side light. Fig. 2 is an end view of the thim-
ble. Tig. 3 is a sectional detail view of a
modification. Tig. 4 is a sectional elevation
of the form of thimble adapted for frame par-
titions; and Figs. 5 and 6 ave end and plan
views, respectively, of the same.

In the practice of my invention I providea
shell or thimble 1 of sufficient diameter and
length to receive within it the insulating-joint
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2 and fuse-board 3, as hereinafter deseribed.
It is preferred to form a nipple 4 integral
with the rear end of the thimble, said nipple
being externally threaded for attaching the
end of the supply-pipe 5 and the fixture 6
thereto. If desirved, a threaded opening may
be formed in the rear wall of the thimble and
the nipple screwed therein, as shown in Fig.
3. Where the thimble or shell is to be im-
bedded in a brick wall, a passage 7 may be
formed in the wall of the shell, said passage ex-
tending from thenipple4to a pointon the side
of the shell near its front end, whereit is pro-
vided with an externally-threaded radial pro-
jection 8 for connection with the supply-pipe,
as shown in Fig. 1. This construction will
obviate the necessity of cutting a large hole
in the brigk wall in order to bring theend of
the supply-pipe totherearend of the thimble.

The thimble is provided with nipples 9 for
the passage of the supply-wires 10 to the in-
terior of the thimble, as shown. When the
form of thimble shown in Fig. 1is employed,
the nipples 9 are preferably arranged on op-
posite sides of the passage 7.

Thimbles designed for brick walls are pro-
vided with reinforced seats 11 for the heads
of the screws employed in securing them in
position, asshown in Fig. 2; but the thimbles
for frame partitions or ceilings arve provided
with wings 12, whereby they may be secured
to the studding, and the thimbles 9 are pref-
erably located at the rear ends of the thim-
bles, as shown in Figs. 5 and 6.

These thimbles are arranged in the walls or
ceilings so that their front edges will be flush,
or approximately so, with the outer surface
of the plaster, so that in case no fixture is de-
sired where the thimble is located a cover 13
can be screwed into the mouth of the thimble
and can then be papered over or otherwise
concealed. As shown in Fig. 1, all the con-
nections—such as insulating - joints, fuse-
boards, &e.—can be arranged within the thim-
ble, which can be closed with a small flat can-
opy 14.

The thimble will also afford protection as
against fire, as in case of the leakage of gas
at the joint and its ignition by the electric
current the flame will be confined within the
thimble, which is preferably lined with asbes-

tus, as shown at 12, thereby preventing the
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ignition of any woodwork adjacent to the
thimble. -

The thimble can be used in connection with
gas-fixtures alone, in which case the nipples 9
may be omitted, or the thimbles may be se-
cured in walls or ceilings, without connecting
with a gas-pipe, as a support for electric fix-
tures, which could be screwed directly to the
inwardly-projecting nipple 4.

I claim herein as my invention—

1. A thimble for light-fixtures, having in
combination a shell adapted to be embedded
in a wall or partition and provided with open-
ings in its walls for the insertion of electric-
light wires and a nipple adapted to be con-
nected at its ends to a fixture and a gas-sup-
ply pipe, respectively, the fixture end of the
nipple being within the shell, substantially as
set forth.

2. A thimble for light-fixtures, having in
combination a cup-like sheil adapted to be
embedded in a wall or partition and provided
with openings in its walls for the insertion of
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electric wires, a nipple projecting into the
shell for connection withafixture,and means 25
for securing the shell in the wall, &e., sub-
stantially as set forth.

3. A thimble for light-fixtures, having in
combination a shell adapted to be embedded
in a wall or partition and a nipple adapted 30
to be connected at its ends to a fixture and a
gas-supply pipe, respectively, the fixture end
of the nipple being within the shell, substan-
tially as set forth.

4. The combination of a gas-fixture con- 33
nected with a supply-pipe and a thimble em-
bedded in the wall adjacent to the fixture and
surrounding the joint between the fixture and
supply-pipe, substantially as set forth,

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set jo
my hand.

JOIN J. MILLER.
Witnesses:

DaArRWIN 8. WOLCOTT,
W. B. CORWIN.




