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(C. 311-26) 1. Claim. 
1. 

This invention relates to a table and particul 
larly to a table of a type suitable for use in bed. 
It has for one object to provide a table which is 
strong and Simple in construction which may be 
made entirely of Wood and Which can be posi 
tioned over a bed and supported upon the bed 
structure itself. 
Another object is to provide a table of the type 

indicated, so arranged that many Such tables 
can be stacked or “nested' together. 
Another object is to provide a table of the type 

indicated which can be readily put in place over 
and upon a bed while the bed is occupied, and 
which will be readily retained in place upon the 
bed either by latching means or by the bed spring 
Or mattress itself. 
A still further object is to provide a bed table 

so arranged that it can be supported upon the 
Structural members of the bed rather than upon 
the floor. 
Other objects will appear from time to time 

throughout the Specification and claim. 
This invention is illustrated more or less dia 

grammatically in the accompanying drawings, 
Wherein: 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of one form of the 
table; 

Figure 2 is an end elevation of Figure 1; 
Figure 3 is a plan view; 
Figure 4 is a vertical Sectional detail taken on 

an enlarged scale at line 4-4 of Figure 2; 
Figure 5 is an isometric projection of the table 

shown in Figures 1 to 3, inclusive; 
Figure 6 is a side elevation of a modified form 

of table; and 
Figure 7 is an end elevation of the table shown 

in Figure 6. - . 
Like parts are indicated by like characters 

throughout the specification and the drawings. 
f is the top of a table. 2 is a fixed leg secured 

to the table top. A member 3 may, if desired, be 
added to strengthen the joint. 4 is an attach 
ing member fixed to the table top, and the joint 
may be strengthened by a member 5, if desired. 
It will be noticed, particularly in Figure 4, that 
the lower edge of the member 4 is inclined or 
beveled, as at 6. Attached by hinges T or other 
wise to the member 4 is a second leg 8. 
The tables of the two forms are identical up 

to the point so far described. Each table is pro 
vided with means for engaging a rail or other 
structural part of the bed. In the form of the 
table shown in the first five figures, a fange or 
shelf-like member 9 is secured adjacent the low 
er edge of the leg 2 and the leg 8. This flange 
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may rest upon the bed rail iO or some other struc 
tural part of the bed. As shown, a Spring may 
be secured to the rails (), and a mattress 2 may 
be positioned on the spring. The flange or shelf 
members rest upon the rails it or upon the up 
per Surface of the spring f l and extend Some 
what beneath the mattress f2, provided one is 
present. 
As a means for holding the movable leg 8 in 

place, a latch assembly is provided. This in 
cludes a member 3, secured as shown in Figures 
1, 2, 3 and 5, to the inner surface of the movable 
leg 8. The member i3 is provided with a cavity 
or cut away portion i4. A movable latch member 
5 is hinged, as at 6, to the bottom of the table 

portion i. As shown, the latch member 5 may be 
reduced in size adjacent its lower end and pro 
vided With a nose T, which in the latching posi 
tion extends into the cut a Way portion 4 of the 
member 3. When the latch is in the position 
shown in the figures, it prevents SWinging of the 
movable leg 8 and holds it in the full line position 
of Figure, 1. 

In the modified form of Figure 6, the table leg, 
instead of carrying flange or shelf-like members 
9, is provided with portions 8 and 9 adjacent 
the lower ends of each of the legs 2 and 8. The 
members 8 and 9 form, together with the lower 
edges of the legs 2 and 8, trough-like members 
Which fit over and engage the bed rails 20 or cor 
responding structural members of the bed. 
The particular forms shown in Figures 6 and 7 

are adapted primarily for use with a bed in 
which the Spring and mattress are positioned 
above the rails. As shown, therefore, in those 
figures, a Spring 2 is positioned above the rails 
20 and may carry a mattress 22. 
The use and operation of this invention are as 

follows: - - 

When the tables are not in use, the movable 
legs are swung to the dotted line position of Fig 
ures 1 and 6, and then the tables may be piled, 
stacked, or “nested' together, the top portion of 
each table fitting beneath and against the folded, 
nowable leg 8 of the table adjacent it. When the 
tables are to be put into use, they are separated 
One fron the other and placed in position over 
the bed. If the form of Figure 1 is to be used, the 
table is placed over a bed, the left-hand flange 9 
engaging the rail 0 or upper surface of the 
Spring , and the movable leg 8 being moved to 
the Outer or right-hand dotted line position. This 
permits the table to clear the bed and mattress. 
When that has been done, the movable leg is 
moved to the full line position of Figure 1 and 
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the latch means is moved so that the latch en 
gages the member 3, and the table is held in 
place. Under certain conditions the latch mech 
anism may be omitted, and the mattress itself 
will hold the table in place. 
When the form of Figure 6 is to be used, sub 

stantially the same steps are taken in putting 
it into place. The left-hand leg 2 is moved to 
the position of Figure 6, and its trough-like mem 
ber fits Over and engages the bed rail at that 
side. The right-hand leg is swung to the outer or 
right-hand dotted line Section, and the table may 
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thus be placed over the bed. When the left-hand 
leg is in position on the rail, the right-hand leg 
is moved so that its trough engages the right 
hand bed rail. Although a latch mechanism 
might be used with the form of Figures 6 and 7, 
it is ordinarily not needed, first, because the 
trough-like construction itself firmly engages the 
bed rails, and second, because ordinarily the mat 
tress 22, under the weight of an occupant will 
expand sufficiently to exert a pressure on the 
table legs and to force them against the bed rails 
so that even without a latching mechanism the 
table will ordinarily remain in place. 
Although I have shown an operative form of 

my invention, it will be recognized that many 
changes in the form, shape, and arrangement of 
parts can be made without departing from the 

5 

20 

25 

4 
spirit of the invention, and my showing is there 
fore to be taken aS, in a Sense, diagrammatic, 
In particular, it is to be understood that the in 
vention is not limited to any particular material. 
It can be made all of Wood or it can be made 
of any other desirable material. Although the 
table is shown as engaging the bed rails, it can, 
of course, be held in place by engaging any other 
structural part of the bed, and the invention is 
not limited in its use, therefore, to the specific 
engagement of parts of the table with bed rails 
or with any specific structural member of a 
bed. 
I claim: 
In combination in a table adapted for use with 

and to be supported upon a bed, members de 
fining a table surface member, and a leg fixed 
thereto, a downwardly projecting support fixed 
on the opposite end of said surface member, and 
a movable leg movably supported from said Sur 
face member by said support, and bed rail en 
gaging members mounted one on each of Said 
legs and adapted to engage a bed, the Width of 
said bed rail engaging members being approxi 
mately the same as the length of the said Sup 
port, whereby when the movable leg is folded 
against the table Surface member, it is Substan 
tially parallel therewith. 

CHARLES F. KELLEY. 


