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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM JOHN Boba,a.

citizen of the United States, residing at Day-
ton, in the county of Montgomery and State
of Ohio, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Fastening Devices, of
which the following is a f ull, clear, and exact
description, reference bein g had to the accom-
panying drawings, forming part of this speci-
fieation.

My invention relates to fastening devices
for attaching and securing in place the inte-
rior finishings or facings of houses—such as
door and window frame facings, moldings,
and chair-boards; and it has for its objectthe
novel eonstruction of such fastening devices,
whereby they are readily applied and arc
concealed and hidden from view.

The novelty of- my invention will betiere-

inafter set forth, and specifically pointed out
in the claims. '

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a transverse section of one side of a door.
frame, showing the application of my novel
fastening devices. Fig. 2 is a perspective of
one-half of a split nail constituting part of the
fastening device. Figs. 3, 4, 5, and 6 are en-
larged sectional details representing modifi-
cations in the construction of the fastening
device and to be referred to more particularly
hereinafter.

The same letters of reference are used to
indicate identical parts in all the figures.

The purpose of my invention is to provide
automatie spring-catches, one of the parts of
which are applied to the innerside of the fac-
ings at suitable distances apart, while the
other parts are applied to the wall or door.
frame at such distances apart as to register
exactly with the first-mentioned parts,so that
it is only necessary in securing a facing to
press it tightly to place, whereupon the two
parts of the catches become engaged and self-
locked. '

In Fig. 1 the facings A are secured by in-
terior angle-irons B to the two-part jamb C of
the door-frame. D is the studding; E, the
latches; F, the plaster, and G fastenin g-blocks
in the wall.

In Fig. 2 is shown one-half of a longitudi-
nally-split nail H, the two parts of which are

identical, and each consists of astem asubstan-
tially semicircular in cross-section and with
a recess b and dowel c side by side on its flat-
tened side at the lower sharpened end. The
head of each portion of the nail has a shoul-

.dered recess d and a beveled guiding-surface

e recessedon its lower edge,as at £ The two
parts of the nail are fitted together, as shown
in Fig. 1, with the dowel of the one entering
the recess of the other, so that in drivin g the
two parts are locked together and the one
cannot slip past the other. These split nails,
made either of steel or malleable or wrought
irom, are driven at proper intervals—say of
two feet—apart through perforations in the
plaster into the blocks G, so that the extremi-
ties of their heads are just below the levetof
the outer surface of the plaster. Upon the
inner side of the facings A round -headed
screws I are inserted and adjusted so that
their heads project the proper distance.
These screws are accurately inserted, so as to
register with the heads of thesplitnails. To
secure the casing to the wall, it is only neces-
sary to press it in place, so that the heads of
the screws spread the heads of the nails un-
til the under sides of the heads of the screws
come under the shoulders of the recess d,
whereupon the two parts of the nail which
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had been spread apart come together by spring ,

action and lock the heads of the screws, as
seen in Fig.1. In this waya simple and very
secure fastening is obtained and one that is
entirely hidden by the casing.

In Fig. 3, as a substitute for the split nail,

I have shown a round-headed screw K par-

tially split from the head down and normally
sprung apart, as shown, and to engage this
split head Isecure a casting J over a recess g
on the inner side of the casing and with a
countersunk opening through the casting into
said aperture. In this case when the casing
is pressed to place the split end of the screw
enters theopening in the casting, and is there-
by compressed until the inner side of the
head of the screw passes the shoulder on the
innersideof the casting, when thehead springs
apart to form the lock, as will be readily un-
derstood. :

In Fig. 4 a split nail L is used having a
conical head and with its outer ends pressed
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or sprung apart, and in this case the casting
J ig tubular and screwed into a recess in the
casing.

In Fig. 5 a split nail M is shown with the
inner side of its head serrated to engage with
the elongated and serrated head of ascrew N,
secured to the casing,asshown. By thiscon-
struction the nicety of adjustment is avoided
to get the casing to fit tightly to the wall.

In Fig. 6 a reversal of the parts is shown.
Here the round-headed serew I is secured
in the wall and the split engaging portion O

has its inner end enlarged and threaded, so’

as to screw into the easing, as shown.
Having thus fully described my invention,I
claim—

1. A fastening device consisting of anailor
serew split from end to end or composed of
two pieces of spring metal, each having a
clasping or holding jaw, and a shouldered
holding device to be engaged by the said jaws
when sprung in contact therewith, substan-
tially as set forth.

9. A longitudinally-split nail or serew hav-
ing recesses b and dowels ¢ and a two-part re-
cessed head with guide-bevels ¢, substantially
as set forth.

WILLIAM JOIIN BODA.
Witnesses:

JouN C. MYERS,
J. H. T.ANDIS.
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