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(57) ABSTRACT 
A container comprising a substantially flat drawer-like 
shell having front, rear and parallel sidewalls, and a 
cover formed of a flat plate member having at least a 
pair of depending sidewalls overlapping the cover. The 
sidewalls of the cover are provided with supports and 
guide elements which hold the shell and permit it to 
slide inwardly and outwardly in a direction parallel to 
the sidewalls, in a telescoping manner. The supporting 
elements and the engaging portions of the shell are 
formed so that a smooth exterior surface, free of pro 
jections is provided. 

3 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures 

  



PATENTED SEP 3 1974 3,833,143 

FG. 
  



3,833,143 
1. 

SLIDE CONTANER 

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a container for tab 
lets and the like and in particular to a slide box con 
tainer having a drawer-like shell and a cover slidable 
relative to it. 
Many slide and shell containers are known in which 

the shell is enclosed by a cover which has flanged edges 
forming holding means for permitting it to slide relative 
to it. These small containers have sharp or square cor 
ners, in order to permit the cover to be shifted. Some 
boxes have been known to have bevelled or rounded 
corners, but these disturb and prevent smooth sliding 
operation of the shell within the cover, and prevent the 
shell and cover from securely locking and forming a 
watertight container. Furthermore, such containers 
have sharp projections formed by the overlapping 
edges of the cover on the shell. These sharp projections 
and edges snag and hook onto the fabric of the user's 
pockets, pocket books etc. so that when they are re 
moved they tear and destroy the material. Such con 
tainers have most often been made of tin plate, or simi 
lar thin metals. While such material is strong, the de 
structiveness and inability for smooth sliding operation 
is increased. 

Plastic containers, mostly for matches are also 
known, which have a cover and shell having a guide 
groove and mating supporting rib which provides slid 
ing action. Such a device, also has square pointed edges 
and sharp projections. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a 
container of the slide and shell variety overcoming the 
objections and disadvantages of the prior art. 

It is another object of the present invention to pro 
vide a container having a smooth continuous, unitary 
exterior surface, free of any projections, sharp edges, 
corners or the like. 
These objects, others, as well as numerous advan 

tages will be apparent from the following disclosure. 
SUMMARY OF INVENTION 

According to the present invention a container is 
provided comprising a substantially flat drawer-like 
shell having front, rear and parallel sidewalls, and a 
cover formed of a flat plate member having at least a 
pair of depending sidewalls overlapping the cover. The 
sidewalls of the cover are provided with supports and 
guide elements which hold the shell and permit it to 
slide inwardly and outwardly in a direction parallel to 
the sidewalls, in a telescoping manner. The supporting 
elements and the engaging portions of the shell are 
formed so that a smooth exterior surface, free of pro 
jections is provided. The corners of the shell and the 
cover, when looked at in plan view have rounded cor 
ners, the cover plate being conforming by dimensions 
to completely enclose the shell. 
The sidewalls of the cover are cutback from the front 

edge so that the cover plate extends beyond the termi 
nal edge of the sidewall. The corresponding corners of 
the shell are reinforced and enlarged. Each terminates 
in an edge along the sidewalls of the shell which abut 
and engage with the edges of the sidewalls of the cover 
to provide a smooth uniform continuous peripheral 
edge completely about the container. 
In the above manner a container is formed which has 

no projections, sharp corners, or sharp edges, and 
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2 
which completely encloses, the interior of the con 
tainer. 

Full details of the present invention are set forth in 
the following disclosure and are shown in the accompa 
nying drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 
In the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a top perspective view of the container of 

the present invention showing the shell and cover 
partly opened; 
FIG. 2 is a top perspective view of the container 

closed; 
FIG. 3 is a bottom perspective view of the container; 

and 
FIG. 4 is a section along line IV-IV of FIG. 1 in ex 

plosion, showing the shell and cover when separated. 
The figures show a slide-box for tablets, pills and the 

like comprising a housing shell 1 and a cover 3 rela 
tively slidable one within the other. The shell 1 is 
formed in the shape of a shallow drawer having a flat 
floor 5 and enclosing peripheral side walls 7, a front 
wall 9 and a back wall 11. When the box is opened, it 
displays the forward end generally depicted by the nu 
meral 13. At this end the front wall 9 of the shell is pro 
vided with enlarged and reinforced rounded corners 
15, which define in part a discharge opening 17 from 
which the closely and firmly packet tablets may be 
shaken free for removal. The discharge opening 17 is 
further defined by an inner wall 18, which extends from 
the front wall in a right angle curve to the far one of the 
sidewalls 7, forming a separate compartment in the 
front end of the shell 1 adjacent the discharge opening 
17. The separate compartment may remain empty to 
permit the box to be turned over and tablets shaken out 
of the opening 17 in small doses or it too may be filled. 
The reinforced corners 15 of the front end terminate 
along the sidewalls 7 in a slightly enlarged bulk 20 hav 
ing a vertical edge 21 which is adapted to abut against 
a corresponding edge formed on the cover member 3. 
The cover 3 is formed of a flat cover plate 23 having 

a pair of depending sidewalls 25 and a depending rear 
closing wall 27, the dimensions of which conform to 
those of the shell, so that it may slidingly fit over and 
overlappingly enclose the shell. Accordingly the front 
corners of the cover plate 23 are rounded at 29 to con 
form to the rounded corners 15 of the shell and the rear 
corner 31 of the cover 3 are likewise conformingly 
rounded. The sidewalls 25 of the cover 3 are cut back 
below the corners 29, as seen at 33 and are formed with 
vertical edges 35 which abut against the enlarged edge 
portions 21 of the corners 15. The free edges 37 of the 
depending side walls of the cover member are rolled 
over to extend inwardly (FIGS. 3 and 4) beneath the 
shell 1 to provide sliding rails, support, and holding 
means for the shell 1. The cross section of the edges 37, 
as seen in FIG. 4, indicates that its outer surface is flat 
and parallel to the cover plate while its inner surface is 
at an angle or bevel. The undersurface edges of the 
shell 1 are also formed with a corresponding bevel 39. 
The edges 37 along the parallel sidewalls form slide 
rails on which the shell edges 39 sit, thus permitting the 
two to slide relative to each other, while preventing the 
cover from being removed from the shell. The bevelled 
edges 39 on the shell sit within the cover 3, so that the 
entire outer exterior is free of any projections whatso 
ever, including those which would otherwise normally 
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be expected between the cover and the shell surfaces. 
That is, it will be observed, that the undersurface of the 
box is as smooth as the upper surface. This arrange 
ment may be replaced with a tongue in groove, or key 
way and key arrangement of known type, if desired. 
The undersurface of the cover plate is provided with 

a stop member 41 or detent which limits the forward 
movement of the shell and prevents the shell from 
being slidably removed from the cover. The stop mem 
ber 41 may be placed at a selectively chosen position 
to also limit the discharge opening 17. 
The present slide and shell arrangement is made out 

of plastic or other synthetic material. It has the advan 
tage that in the closed condition the cover 3 can not be 
sprung from the shell 1 and thereby opened. Also, the 
cover member has a cover plate 23 coextensive with 
that of the shell 1 so that the shell and cover cooperate 
to form a completely unitarily enclosed water-tight 
container, having closed edges, corners, etc., provided 
by the overlapping edges 37 of the cover, and the inter 
engaging edges 21, 35 of the front and sidewalls. The 
mating of the edges 21 and 35 of the front corners 15, 
and the sidewalls 25 are, as seen in FIGS. 2 and 3, ad 
vantageous, in that a continuous, uninterrupted smooth 
periphery is provided. The container box has rounded 
edges and smooth surfaces, completely free of projec 
tions, sharp edges and the like, so that is is not harmful 
or disturbing to the user, and can be carried in the most 
delicate of places and clothing without fear of damage. 

It is only in the above manner that it is possible to 
make a box of the shell and slide variety having 
rounded edges and no projections in its surfaces. These 
rounded edges enable the filling and closing of the box 
and the packaging by suitable simple machines and in 
automated fashion. The rounded corners and smooth 
outer surfaces enable the user to put the box in his 
pocket without fear of its snagging on material, tearing 
the pocket fabric, or even injuring his hand with the 
sharp edges. 
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4. 
The present disclosure is illustrative of the invention 

and should not be taken as limiting of its scope. 
What is claimed: 
1. A container for tablets and the like comprising a 

substantially rectangular plastic drawer-like shell hav 
ing front, rear, and parallel side walls meeting in 
rounded corners, and a plastic cover enclosing the 
shell, said cover having a flat member conforming to 
the shape of said shell and having peripheral edges co 
extensive therewith, said cover having parallel side 
walls depending from its side edges which overlap the 
shell and a rear wall depending from its rear edge meet 
ing said sidewalls in rounded corners conforming to 
said shell, said side and rear walls being provided with 
guide and support elements which cooperate with the 
respective surfaces of the shell to form a form-fit there 
with free of extending projections, said depending side 
walls of said cover being cut back from the front edge 
of said corner to form abutting edges terminated short 
of the front edge thereof, the rounded corners of said 
shell terminating adjacent the sidewalls thereof in abut 
ting the respective edges of said sidewalls of said cover 
to prevent movement of said cover relative to said shell 
in one direction, said edges of said shell being enlarged 
to form a smooth continuous periphery with the de 
pending sidewalls of the cover. 

2. The container according to claim 1, wherein the 
depending sides have an inwardly rolled edge having an 
outer surface parallel to the cover plate and an inner 
surface bevelled at an angle to form the supporting ele 
ments, said shell being bevelled along the opposing sur 
faces sufficiently to permit the inwardly turned edges 
to fit within the overall outline of the cover without 
projecting edges. 

3. The container according to claim 2 including de 
tent means for limiting the outward movement of said 
shell from said cover in the other direction. 

ck k k ck sk 


