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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, URIAH G. BECK and
WARREN F. BECK, citizens of the United
States, residing at Elmira, in the county of
Chemung and State of New York, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Pass-Books, of which the following is a
specification. .

Our invention relates to that class of pass-
booksknown as“ceoupon pass-books” in which
coupons are provided, one or more of which
are removed each time that a purchase is
made,

In one form of pass-book heretofore exten-
sively used a large number of coupons has
been provided, each of small value but rep-
resenting in the aggregrate a definite sum—
such as five, ten, fifteen or twenty dollars.
These pass-bookshave no pass-leaves attached
tothe coupons for making itemized entries of
the several purchases, and each book has a
fixed value that cannot be varied, necessitat-
ing the use of a number of different kinds of
books.

Our Patent No. 533,029, of January 22, 1894,
shows a pass-book provided with pass-leaves
and coupons, but the coupons have fixed
values within certain limits and the value of
each book is specifieallylimited, it being nec-
essary to use different books of different
values to accommodate the wants of the cus-
tomer or the credit which the merchant is
willing to give him.

Our improved pass-book contains pass-
leaves on which may be written itemized en-
tries of the purchases as they oceur, and these
pass-leaves are provided with suitable cou-
pons on which the merchant can enter the to-
tal of the purchases, or thetotal of a purchase,

payments on account, goods returned, or the
like.

Our pass-book is provided with means for
advising the merchant at all times of the
amount of credit given to thecustomer hold-
ing the book; and of the number of the book,
which is the number of the customer.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a view of a pass-book having pass-leaves pro-
vided with detachable coupons at their up-
per ends, some of the coupons being detached,

-eredits or payments on account.

the book being open, and the first pass-leaf
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turned down to show the second pass-leaf.
Fig. 2 is a view of the coupons detached from
the book and also a view of an extra coupon
which is sometimes used.

The pass-leaves A are secured in a cover
B and are provided at their ends, preferably
their upper ends, as shown, with a row of cou-
pons C detachably connected with each other
and detachably connected with the pass-
leaves, which are ruled in any suitable way.

Each coupon is marked and divided as fol-
lows: Near the top there is a space a over
which is printed the word * Clerk,” in which
the initial of the clerk is to be entered when-
ever acoupon isfilledoutbyhim. Attheright-
hand side of this space there is another space
b over which arve printed the words “No. —
Book,” in which to enter the number of the
book, which is also the number of the cus-
tomer. DBelow.these two spaces there is an-
other space ¢ marked “Dr.” in which to enter
the amount of the purchase or the total of the
purchase plus all previous purchases, less
At the bot-
tom the coupons are marked consecutively,
beginning at the right on each page with the
lowest number and increasing to the left.

On the page opposite the first pass-leaf, or
on the book-cover, if it is next the first pass-
leaf, we print blank spaces D, in which to
enter the amount for whi¢h the customer is
given ecredit, and also the number of the
customer, which is the number of the book.
The space d has a dollar-mark ($) printed
in it, and the space d’ has “No.” printed
in it. These spaces areinline with the cou-
pons on the end of the pass-leaves, so that
it is readily seen when the clerk is making
an entry on any one of the coupons C or
on the pass-leaves, as it will always be be-
yond the end of the pass-leaves on which
entries have been made and from which cou-
pons have been detached, the pass-leaves at
that time being turned over to the left upon
the cover B. This is a very important fea-
ture of our pass-book. It is what we call a
“limitation signal,” which always appears
at each transaction toremind the merchant
of theamount of the ctistomer’s credit. Losses
to the merchant may be prevented in this
way because he may decline to fill an order
when he observes that it carries the total
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beyond the amount of the credit. He: can
never fail to observe the signal, as it is al-
ways in close proximity to the:coupons .on
which the entries are made. ‘He can  also
get the number of the customer from thissig-
nal when he enters the total of thepurchases.
Ile will have no other book to refer to for
any information. e has the amount of the
customer’s credit and his nnmber before him
in the signal D, whenever an entry is made,
and he has the total of the purchases on the
pass-leaves, it of eourse being mnecessary to
make calculations on the pass-leaves when-
ever a purchase is made. Thesignal may be
filled out in the space d for any amount
agreed upon, such as five, ten, fifteen, or
twenty dollars. ' The coupons have no: par-
ticular value printed upon them. Thus any
book may be used for any desired amount
and the extravagant use of books:of different
denominations is avoided, and the supply of
books which it would otherwise be necessary
to carry is reduced.

The book, it will be understood, is held by
the customer, who should present it every
time that a purchase is made, and the mer-
chant each time detaches a coupon with the
proper entry and files it away in an appro-
priate compartment in a receptacle ealled a
“ledger,” shownin our application for patent
filed simultaneously herewith.

Should a customer make a purchase: with-
out happening to havehis book with him, the
merchant will makean entryof the orderin a
book called an “ order-book,” which he always
retains, having a series of colored tickets con-
secutively numbered, and he detaches one of
these tickets, enters itsnumber between paral-
lel lines at the left of the order, and then files
the ticket away in an appropriate compart-
ment of the ledger. He allows the colored
ticket to remain in the ledger until the custo-
mer returns with his pass-book, when the col-
ored ticket will refer him to the order-book,
and he theun transfers the order to the pass-
book and correspending parallel lines are
placed after the items with the number of the
order placed between them, as indicated at «,
and the coupon is properly filled out and de-
tached from the pass-book and placed with
the colored ticket in an appropriate compart-
mentin theledger. In the drawings we have
shown the pass-leaves filled out with itemized
entries of several purchases.

The method of reckoning will be readily un-
derstood. It will beobserved that theentries
on the detached coupons in Fig. 2 correspond
with the totals after each transaction indi-
cated on the pass-leaves, and the simplicity
of this system of accounts will be apparent,

not only being readily operated, but also pro-
viding a safeguard for both the customer and
the merchant, the former always having the
pass-book in his possession with itemized en-
tries of all the purchases, the footing of the
totals, with the proper credits, and an indiea-
tion always in view of the amount for which
he is given credit, while the merchant, by
means of the coupons which he retains, is
always informed of the condition of the cus-
tomer’s account and of the number of thepur-
chases, (the couponsbeing consecutively num-
bered, and :there being one coupon for: each
purchase,) and he is always warned when mak-
ing'an entry of the amount for which thecus-
tomer has been given credit, and beyond
which he should be careful not to ge. Dis-
putes and misunderstandings are thus always
avoided, a safeguard is provided :against
charging the purchase to the wrong customer,
and, as the entries may be all quickly mmade,
valuable time is saved. The coupons being
always numbered, when they are filled out, to
correspond with the number of the customer,
they will always be directed to their proper
destination in the ledger.

What we claim is—

1. A passbook having aseries of passleaves
provided with a:series of consecutively num-
bered coupons detachably connected to their
upper ends and detachably connected with
each other, said book having on the page op-
posite the first pass leaf in- line with the cou-
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pons and beyond the edges of the passleaves -

an ineclosed space approximately of the same
size as one of the coupons and containing
suitable headings or prefixes for entries, sub-
stantially as'and for the purpose desecribed.

2. A passbook having a seriesof leaves pro-
vided with a series of detachable, consecu-
tively numbered coupons at their upper ends,
each coupon havingspacesinclosed by printed
lines and separated by dividinglinesand hav-
ing suitable headings, said book having at the
top of the page, opposite the first pass leaf
and in line with and adjacent to the coupons
above the edges of the pass leaves, blank
spaces inclosed by lines and of approximately
the same size as one of the coupons and con-
taining suitable headings or prefixes for en-
tries, substantially as and for the purpose de-
seribed. :

Intestimony whereof we have hereuntosub-
sceribed our names.

URIAH G. BECK.
WARREN F. BECK.

Witnesses:
A. B. GALATIAN,
G. W. BECE.
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