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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, Max L. Brooxs, a

citizen of
Brooklyn,

the United States, residing at
in the county of Kings and State

5 of New York, have invented certain new
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and usefu

1 Improvements in Game Ap-

paratus, of which the following is a full,
clear, and exact description.
This invention relates to game boards or

apparvatus
improved

and has for an object to provide
apparatus by means of which a

fascinating, amusing and interesting gane
may be played, embodying many features
of Dboth poker and billiards; which may

comprise

a complete portable game ap-

paratus ready for use anywhere, or an at-
tachment for use in connection with regula-
tion billiard tables; which provides an op-
portunity for the comparison of skill of the
players; in which the element of chance
enters to an extent sufficient to make the
game exceptionally interesting, and which

1s compar

atively inexpensive. Other ob-

jects and advantages will be apparent from
the following description of two embodi-
ments of the invention and the novel fea-
tures will be particularly pointed out herein-
after in claims.

In the 2

ccompanying drawings:

Fig. 1 is a plan of a regulation billiard
table to which the apparatus has been ap-
- plied; ' o

TFig. 2 is a perspective of the end rail of
the apparatus; =

Tig. 8 is a plan of a game board con-
structed in accordance with the invention
and adapted to be carried about, being com-
plete in itself; ‘

Fig. 4

is a perspective of the same

partially folded into a containers; _
Tig. 5 is a perspective of the same en-
tirely folded into a container;
Fig. 6 is a perspective of a container with
the balls therein which are utilized in ‘the

playing of the game with the game board:

shown in Fig. 3; and

Tig. T1is

on the line 7—T7 of Fig. 1.

Referring _particulaﬂy to Figures 1 and

2, a board

1 is adapted to extend across and

fit upon one end portion of the playing sur-

face 2, of

a regulation billiard table 3 hav-

ing the usual side and end flanges 4 for cor-

finiiig the

balls to the pliying surface. A

vail B axtends across the énd of the billiard

table In w

hich the board iz placed #o s 1o

abut against the adjacent end flange 4.
The rail 5 is provided with angular exten-
gions 6 which extend across the openings
leading to the pockets 7 of that end of the
table so as to prevent the entrance of balls
into said pockets. The rail 5 and its ex-
tensions 6 are provided with longitudinally
extending rubber ribs or cushions 8 for de-
fecting the balls which may strike against
the same. The rail and its extensions are
also provided with a longitudinally extend-
ing groove 9 near the lower edge thereof,
in which the adjacent edge of the board 1 18
secured, with the board 1 inclined toward
the table so as to rest at its outer or free
edge upon the playing surface of the table.
This outer or free edge of the board is
pevelled or tapered as at 10, so that balls
rolling over the playing surface of the tablc
may ride up the tapered incline and thence
across the very slightly inclined surface of
the board 1. .

The upper surface of the board 1-is pro-
vided with a plurality of spaced pockets or.
holes 11 of approximately the size of regula-
tion billiard balls and adjoining each pocket
or hole, I provide pictorial representations
19 of the characters of playing cards. For
example, a pocket may have adjacent there-
to, a picture of figures of a heart, spade, club
and diamond with a number or letter in each
figure representing the value of the card in
that group or class. There are preferably

four such representations of possible play-.

ing cards, which together form four-fifths
of a complete hand which might be used in
a game of poker. A few of the holes or
pockets, instead of having card designa-
tions, may have other designations, such as
“«Joker”, “Jack pot”, “Dead hand”, - or
“Royal flush”, ete. The board is preferably

- provided with fifty-three holes or pockets

which may be arranged in any suitable order
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thereon, and except for the pockets desig- -

nated as Joker, Dead hand, Jack pot, ete.,
the card designations are those of four pos-
sible combinations of cards which, with an
additional card will constitute a hand in a
poker game. ‘ o

A plurality of balls 13, preferably fifteen
in number are provided with various desig-
nations, such as the numerals from 1 to 10
and also jack of clubs, gueen of hearts, joker,
ace of dimmonds and king of spades. 4 cue.
pall 14 may also he wsed, T desirad, how
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ever, the balls 1 to 10 may instead of numer--

ical designations carry designations of vari-
ous possible cards of a playing card set.
In playing the game, the board, with the
end rail attached thereto, is placed in the
end of a regulation billiard table, as shown
in Figure 1. The cue ball is placed adiacent,
to but slightly in front of the board, as
shown also in Figure 1, and the balls 13
are racked in the usual manner near the
end of the table opposite from the board 1.
The cue ball 14 is then propelled over the
playing surface of the table in any suitable
nanner, such as by manually rolling 14, or
by shooting it with the cue, in a manney
to cause it to strike the racked balls 13 and
break up the assembly. Additional plays
upon the balls 13 ave then made by shooting
the cue ball against the same, in a manuer
common to that employed in the playing of
‘pocket billiards, with the idea of causing
one of the balls 13 to pass up on the hoard
1 and enter one of the pockets 11 in tho

surface of the board.

When a ball enters a pocket, the designa-
tion upon that ball is faken with the card
designations associated with that pocket to
complete the hand which is to be ailofted to
the player who caused the ball to enter that
pocket. The playing is continued until each
player has obtained a hand in the same
manner or is ruled out by getting a ball in

‘a certain pocket. Each player may- have

any- selected number of chances in which to
get a ball into one of the pockets and thus

-determine his hand, and the one having the

highest hand as a result of the shots, wins
the game. It will be understood, however,
that the cue ball may be omitted and the
balls 13 rolled along the surface of the play-
ing table manually in order to cause one of
the balls to enter one of the pockets. The
use of the cue ball is preferable, however,
because it provides a greater opportunity
for the-display of skill by the players, and
thus makes the game more interesting.
Referring particularly to Figures 3 to G,
the game board provides a plurality of sec-
tions 15, 16 and 17 which are articulately
connected 'together, edge for edge, in a

suitable manner, such as by hinges 18, the

combined sections having a peripheral flange
19 which confines the balls to the playing
surface of the combined sections. The inter-
mediate section 16 has a length- approximate-
ly equal to the combined lengths of the end
sections 15 and 17, so that when the end
sections are swung about the hinges 18 over
upon the same face of the intermediate see-
tion, the sections will altogether form be-
tween them a pocket or chamber in which
the playing balls may be carried, and so as
to protect the playing surface from injury
or soiling as well as to render the came
‘board more compact and easily carrvied. A
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suitable fastening device 20, such as a hook
and eye, may be provided for Jatching the
sections together. :

Upon or in the playing surface of one
of the end sections, such as 15, a plurality
of pockets 21, are provided, similar to the
pockets 11 of the embodiment shown in
Tigure 1. Fach of these pockets is also
provide with designations 22 which corre.
spond to an incomplete hand that might
be used in a poker game and are similar fo
the designations 12 provided for the pockets
11 in the embodiment shown in Figure 1.
A plurality of balls 23 are provided, one
for each player, cach having thereon a desig-
nation corresponding to a playing card. In
the illustration this designation is that of
the joker card, but obviously any other
card might be selected. Tach player is as-
signed a ball and in turn propels the same
from the end of the board opposite from the
pockets in a direction towards the pockets
12 an endeavor to cause the ball to enter one
of the pockets.

The balls may be propelled manually or-

in any other suitable manner, such as by
shooting them with the cue, and the skill of
the player is utilized in endeavoring to cause
the ball to enter one of the pockets having
a designation which when combined with the
value of the ball will complete one of the
highest hands. The designation on the ball
taken with the designation of the pocket in
which the ball enters determines the value of
the hand which is allotted to-the player who
places the ball in the pocket. Each player
may have any selected number of chances
or turns in which to get a ball into one of
the holes and thus- determine his hand, and
the player obtaining the highest hand as a
result of the shots, wins the -game. The
inner periphery of the flange 19 is prefer-
ably provided with a rubber cushion 94
which readily deflects the balls -when they
strike against it, and thus renders more
difficult the placing of a ball in any par-
ticular pocket.

In both of the embodiments of the inven-
tion, additional rules or regulations may be
prescribed for the guidance of the players,
or for making the game more simple or diffi-
cult, and it will be observed that the game
employs many features of hoth poker and
billiards which causes the game to appeal
to lovers of both games.

It will be obvious that various changes
in the proportion and details of the parts
and their arrangement, herein described and
illustrated for the purpose of explaining
the nature of the invention, may
by those skilled in the art within the prin-.
ciple and scope of the invention as expressed
in the appended claims.

I claim:

L. In a game apparatus, a game board -

be made -
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having in its surface a plurality of spaced
pockets, each having designations in poker
terminology of a number of cards used in a
poker game, and balls adapted to be oper-
ated over the surface of the board into the
pockets, the designations of a pocket into
which 2 ball enters being taken as at least
part of the hand of the player operating
that particular ball. :

9. The game apparatus substantially as
cet forth in claim 1 in which the balls have
designations of poker cards which, taken
with the designations of a pocket into which
the ball enters, determine the value of the
poker hand obtained by the player operating
that particular ball.

3. (3ame apparatus, for use on billiard
tables comprising a board of a size and
shape to fit into one end portion of a billiard
table with its surface along the free edge
thereof tapering into the surface of the
table upon which its rests, a rail along the
edge of the board at the end of the table and
closing the end pockeis of=the table, said
board having in its surface a plurality of
spaced pockets, each ith designations in
poker terminology of & number of cards
used in a poker game, and balls adapted to
be operated over the surface of the board
into the pockets, the designations of a pocket

8

into which a ball enters, being taken as
at least part of the hand of the player oper-
ating that particular ball.

4. The game apparatus substantially as
set forth m claim 3, in which the rail 1s
provided with a rubber cushion for deflect-
ing the balls.

5. Game apparatus, for use on billiard
tables comprising a board of a size and
shape to fit into one end portion of a bil-
liard table with its surface along the free
edge thereof tapering into the surface of the
table upon which it rests, means carried by
the board for closing the pockets of the table
at the end in which the board is placed, said
hoard having in its surface a plurality of
spaced pockets, each with designations in
poker terminology of a number of cards
used in a poker game, and balls adapted to
be operated over the surface of the board
into the pockets, the designations of a pocket
into which a ball enters, being taken as at
least part of the hand of the player operat-
ing that particular ball. ‘

6. The game apparatus substantially as
set forth in claim 5, and rubber cushions on
the table-pocket-closing means.

Tn witness whereof, I hereunto subscribe

my signature.
MAX L. BROOKS.
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