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To all whon, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, WILHELMINE SEMLER, 

a subject of the Emperor of Austria-Hun 
gary, and a resident of the city of Vienna, 
Austria-Hungary, have invented new and 
useful Improvements in Folding Chairs, of 
which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to folding chairs for 

theaters and other public places, and has for 
its object the construction of such chairs, the 
seat of which may be turned upward to one 
side, while the back may be turned down. 
When chairs of this kind are arranged in 
pairs, with their seats folding in opposite di 
rections, passage-ways may be formed of 
nearly double the width of the seats. 
In the annexed drawings chairs of this 

kind are shown, Figure 1 representing a pair 
of such chairs in front elevation, the right 
seat being down, while the left one is turned 
up. Fig. 2 is a plan view of the same. Fig. 
3 is a side elevation of the chair with the 
seat turned down. Fig. 4 is a side elevation 
of the chair with the seat turned up. 
In all figures similar letters of reference 

indicate corresponding parts. 
When the seat of the chair cit is in its 

turned-down position ready for use, it is 
supported by the fixed leg b, which is at 
tached to the floor, and by the movable leg 
c. Seat a is connected with the fixed leg b 
by a hinged and with the movable leg by a 
hinge e. Movable leg c is connected with 
the fixed leg b by means of hinges g h and of 
the connecting-piece f Part f rests upon 
the floor with plates or feet f". Back i is 
hinged at k in such manner that it may be 
turned down toward seat a. and is slightly 
above hinge k provided with an eyel, into 
which is hooked or otherwise fastened the 
end of a chain, the lower end of which is at 
m attached to the lower part of fixed leg b. 
The chain is by preference formed of several 
rods or bars in p r t, connected by rings ogs. 
This chain is passed through eyes u, v, at 
which places it is made to form an angle. 
One of said eyes, t, is fastened to movable leg 
c, while the other, v, is attached to the lower 
part v. of the back, which is rigidly connect 
ed with seat a. The chain occupies the po 
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sition m in O up q r S v till when the seat is 
down, that is, when the chair is being used; 
but when the seat is turned up it takes the 

position m in O up q r S v il. When the seat 
is turned up, the back is turned down against 55 
the seat, and is held in this position by the 
tension of the chain produced by the angles 
it forms. 
In the plan view, Fig. 2, the links of the 

chain as well as eye at in its topmost position 6c 
(the seat being turned up) are not shown 
for the sake of clearness. Seat Cl, has an oval 
opening ac, through which are passed links 
st of the chain. y 2, Fig. 3, is a covering 
for eyes l ; and for chain-links St upon the 
Seat. 
The mechanism operates as follows: When 

seat at is to be used, it rests, as has been be 
fore stated, upon fixed leg b and movable leg 
c. The back of the chair, by its own weight, 
Operates upon the chain and gives it a cer 
tain degree of tension. When seat a is va 
cated, it will begin to rise, under the influ 
ence of a suitable spring fj, Fig. 1, or a suit 
able counterweight a, Figs. 1 and 2, turning 
upon its hinged. Back i is almost simul 
taneously caused to swing downward toward 
seat a in consequence of the turning of point 
l, at which the top end of the chain is at 
tached, turning around hinge d, whereby 8o 
the chain becomes slack. When, however, 
the seat is completely turned up, the weight 
of the same and of back , attached thereto, 
will again draw tight the chain. 
As a matter of course the details of the con 

struction may be varied without departing 
from the spirit of my invention. 
What I claim, and desire to secure by Let 

ters Patent, is 
In a folding chair, a fixed leg, a seat hinged 

to the upper end of said leg to fold sidewise 
thereon, a link hinged to the lower end of 
said fixed leg, a movable leg hinged respec 
tively to said link and seat, a projection se 
cured to the seat, a back hinged to said pro 
jection, eyes attached to the projection and 
movable leg and a chain passing through the 
eyes and secured at its opposite ends to the 
fixed leg and back. 
In Witness whereof Ihereunto set my hand Ioo 

in presence of two witnesses. 
WILHELMINE SEMITLER, 
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Witnesses: 
W. B. MURPHY, 
A. SCHLESSING, 

  


