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To oll whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Gruseppe Crrra, sub-
ject of Italy, residing at Leominster, in the
county of Worcester and State of Massa-
chusetts, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Plate-Lifters, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to kitchen and ta-
ble articles and particularly to a device
adapted to lift plates, pans and the like for
the purpose of removing them from an oven
while in a heated state and the device is ap-
plicable primarily for lifting pie plates and
the like.

An object of this invention is to provide
novel means which may be adjusted to oper-
ate in conjunction with plates of different
sizes, means being provided for automat-
ically adjusting the movable part of the de-
vice whereby 1t will close or move with re-
spect to 'the stationary portion thereof,
thereby embracing the pan or article to be
lifted.

A further object of this invention is to
provide a lifter of the character noted which
will possess an unusual range of adjustment
and accommodate pans or the like of differ-
ent heights as well as those of different di-
ameters as heretofore stated.

With the foregoing and other objects in
view, the invention consists in the details of
construction and in the arrangement and
combination of parts to be hereinafter more
fully set forth and claimed.

In describing the invention in detail, ref-
erence will be had to the accompanying
drawings forming part of this specification
wherein like characters denote correspond-
ing parts in the several views, in which—

Figure 1 illustrates a view in perspective
of a lifting implement embodying the in-
vention; and Fig. 2, illustrates a side eleva-
tion.

In these drawings 8 and 4 denote two rec-
tangular frames each of which has an ex-
tension forming a handle, the said frames
being separated by the intervening posts 5
which are rigidly connected to the frames
in order to insure a rigid structure. As
shown by Fig. 1 the posts at the rear end of
the frame are separated to a considerable
degree leaving a space therebetween suffi-
cient to receive flanges of plates or other
culinary articles which are usually em-
ployed for roasting, baking or the like.

The extensions of the frames which form
the handle are encircled by a band 6 which
strengthens the structure and acts as a
guide for a movable member hereinafter de-
scribed. The band is of preferably rela-
tively heavy material and may be secured to
the extensions in any desired manner as by
solder or the like. :

The culinary articles are held in engage-
ment with the ends of the frame by a clamp-
ing member which is slidable with relation
to the said frames and the said clamping
member is formed preferably of a single
piece of metal as for instance wire of suit-
able gage bent to form a loop which em-
braces the two frames and which is slidable
on the said frames. The clamping member
is formed as stated of a single piece of metal,
the central portion of which is shaped into
2 member 7 which forms a support for the
culinary article, the said bar having at its
ends side portions 8, which stand at an an-
gle to the bar 7. The side portions lie out-
side of the frames and have extensions 10
which converge transversely of the frames
but on a plane slightly above the upper
frame. A clamping member or the mate-
rial forming the clamping member has par-
allel portions 11 which are slidable between
the extensions of the frame and inside of
the retaining band 6, and the said extension
is thereby guided by the band and by the
frame as will be apparent from an inspec-
tion of Fig. 1.

The clamping member is manipulated by
the operator when an object is to be grasped
by the carrier by pulling on the extension
and drawing the clamping portion to the
position shown in dotted lines or to any po-
sition intermediate the full line position of
the clamp and the ends of the frames. When
the forward ends of the frames are applied
to the article to be lifted and the clamping
member is retracted, the said clamping mem-
ber will be in position to move into engage-
ment with the flange or body of the article
to be lifted and in order to insure the clamp-
ing action automatically, I provide a spring
12, on each side of the assembled frames.
One end of the spring 12 is anchored to a
post 5 and the opposite end thereof is con-
nected to the side portion of the clamping
member, the said spring acting to draw the
clamping member toward the outer ends of
the frames.
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I claim— :

1. In an article lifting implement, frames
having extensions forming handles, posts for
connecting the frames a securing band en-
circling a portion of the extensions, a clamp-
ing member slidable on the frames and hav-
ing parallel portions slidable in the band
and between the extensions of the frame and
springs for exerting pull on the said clamp-
ing member.

2. In an article lifting device, parallel
frames posts connecting the frames, a clamp-
ing member having a bar slidable under one
of the frames and having side portions em-
bracing the said frames with extensions of
the side portions forming an operating han-
dle, and springs secured to the posts and to
the clamping member for exerting a pull on
the latter. .

3. In an article lifting device, frames ap-
proximately rectangular in plan and ex-
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tensions therefor, posts connecting said
frames, a band encireling the said extensions,
a clamping member formed with a bar slid-
able under the frames and acting as a sup-
port for the article to be lifted, the said
clamping member having sides embracing

the said frames and having converging por-

tions terminating in parallel extensions, the
said extensions being slidable between the ex-
tensions of the frames, and springs having

- ends anchored to posts and their opposite

ends connected to the sides of the clamping
member and adapted to exert a pull on said
clamping member.

In testimony whereof, I affix my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.

GIUSEPPE CELLI.

Witnesses:
Ermen H. Divorr,
J. Warp HeaLey.
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