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To all chon it may concern: 
Be it known that I, CHARLES H. NYE, of 

New York, in the county and State of New 
York, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Spring-Catches for Trunks, 
Boxes, &c., of which the following is a speci 
fication: 
The object of my invention is to produce a 

strong and durable spring-catch for trunks, 
boxes, &c., which shall project very little from 
the trunk or box upon which it is used, and 
which is so constructed that garments may 
not readily catch thereon and be torn. 
To this end my invention consists in a spring 

catch provided with a pivoted latch, so con 
structed that its pivot shall be relieved of se 
vere strain while in use, the said latch being 
so formed that when turned down it shall hang 
close against the side of the trunk or box upon 
which the catch is used. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 
represents a central vertical section of a spring 
catch embodying my improvements, and Fig. 
2 a perspective view thereof. 

Similar letters of reference designate corre 
sponding parts in both figures. 
A designates the body of the frame of the 

catch, preferably formed of sheet metal, and 
provided with holes a, for the reception of 
screws or nails, whereby it may be secured to 
a trunk or box. It is shown as provided with 
guides b, formed of sheet metal, and secured to 
the body Aby riveting or otherwise. B desig 
nates a plate or hasp, provided with holes b' 
for the reception of screws or nails, whereby 
it may be attached to the lid of a trunk or 
box. It is also preferably made of sheet metal, 
and adapted to slide in the guides b. 
Upon its front is a projecting lug, C, shown 

as of rectangular form. 
D designates a latch, preferably also formed 

of sheet metal, and pivoted to the frame by a 
pin, c. The latch is provided with an open 
ing, d, corresponding to the projecting lug C 
in size and shape, and through which the said 
lug projects, as shown in Fig. 1, whereby the 
plate or hasp B and the lid to which it is at 
tached are securely fastened. In order to pre 
vent undue strain from coming upon the pin 
c, I form the latch D with an offset or projec 

tion, E, upon its inner face, which projects 
through an opening, F, in the body A of the 
frame. The upper edge, e, of the said offset or 
projection impinges against the edge of the 
frame on the upper side, f, of said opening, and 
resists any attempt to open the trunk or box 
Without great strain coming on the pin c. 
To still further hold the latch against up. 

ward displacement, the frame A is provided 
with projections g, against which the upper 
edge of said latch impinges. 
A flat spring, G, is shown as secured to the 

bottom cross-bar, h, of the frame, and imping 
ing against the lower part of the latch D, to 
hold it in engagement with the plate or hasp 
B. This spring is so constructed (see par. 
ticularly Fig. 2) that when the catch is se 
cured to a trunk or box the spring will im 
pinge against the same, and be forced in Ward, 
thus increasing its tension. 
In forming the offset or projection E, a cor. 

responding depression is formed on the outer 
face of said latch, which, when the latch is 
turned down, rests over the lower cross-bar, 
h, (see particularly Fig. 1) and projects very 
little beyond the face of the trunk or box. 
By my invention I produce a spring-catch 

which, as it may all be formed of sheet metal, 
may be made very cheaply, which, as undue 
strain does not come upon the pin forming the 
pivot of the latch, is very strong and durable, 
and which projects so little from the side of 
the trunk or box that the garments of ladies 
are not liable to catch thereon and be torn. 
What I claim as my invention, and desire 

to secture by Letters Patent, is 
1. A spring-catch for a trunk or box, com 

prising the combination of a plate or hasp, B, 
provided upon its outerface with a projecting 
lug, C, a spring-latch, D, provided with an 
opening for the reception of the said project. 
ing lug, and having an offset or projection, E, 
upon its inner face, and a frame to which said 
latch is pivoted, provided with a shoulder 
against which the offset or projection on the 
spring-latch impinges, substantially as herein 
specified. 

2. A spring-catch for a trunk or box, com 
prising the combination of a skeleton or open 
frame, A, a spring-latch, D, pivoted thereto, 
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and having in its outer face a depressed or plate or has 13, with its projecting lug C, the 
sunken portion, which, when the said latch is livoted latch l), with its opening d and off. 
turned down, rests over the lower cross-bar, set or projection E, and the spring G, substan 
h, of the said frame and langs vertically, sub- tially as and for the purpose specified. 
stantially as herein specified. CHARLES II. NYE. 

3. A spring-catch for a trunk or box, coin- Witnesses: 
prising the combination of the frame A, with 11 ENRY T. BROWN, 
its guides b, opening F, and projections 11, the T. J. KEANE. 
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