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SHELVING SYSTEM 

CROSS-REFERENCE 

0001. This application claims the priority benefit under 35 
U.S.C. S 119(e) of U.S. Provisional Application No. 61/953, 
376, filed Mar. 14, 2014, the entirety of which is hereby 
incorporated by reference. This application also hereby incor 
porates by reference in their entirety U.S. Application Nos. 
29/518,327 and 29/518,332, both filed Feb. 23, 2015. 

BACKGROUND 

0002 1. Field 
0003. This disclosure is generally related to devices that 
can be used for storing and/or organizing personal articles, 
and specifically to shelving systems. 
0004 2. Description of the Related Art 
0005 Certain shelving devices, such as those commonly 
known as “shower caddies, are used in a shower or bath 
enclosure to store and organize personal care articles, such as 
shampoo, Soap, razors, toothbrushes, bath sponges, etc. 
Shower caddies typically include shelves or baskets for hold 
ing the personal care items. The collection of personal care 
articles on the shelving can sometimes appear cluttered or 
disorganized. Some shower caddies are configured to hang 
and thus can be called "hanging shower caddies.” 

SUMMARY 

0006. In accordance with some embodiments, a shelving 
system can comprise at least one elongated Support member 
configured to be positionable in an orientation Such that it is 
elongated in a generally vertical direction. The at least one 
elongated Support member can also comprise at least one 
channel. The channel can extend along a rear wall of the 
Support member. In some variants, one or more channels 
extendalong lateral edges of the Support member. At least one 
member can be configured to support an article for drying. A 
connecting mechanism can be configured to releasably con 
nect the at least one member to the elongated Support mem 
ber. The connecting mechanism can comprise first and second 
engaging members, each of the first and second engaging 
members can be pivotally mounted relative to the at least one 
elongated Support member and comprising a control portion 
and an engaging portion. The engaging portions can be con 
figured to extend into at least one of the channels. The con 
necting mechanism can comprise a biasing device configured 
to bias the first and second engaging members toward a posi 
tion in which the engaging portions extend into at least one 
channel. At least one of the biasing member and the engaging 
portions can be configured to engage the at least one channel 
with sufficient force to support the at least one member with 
at least one wet article Supported by the at least one member. 
0007. In accordance with some embodiments, a drying 
rack can comprise at least one member configured to Support 
an article for drying. A connecting mechanism can be config 
ured to releasably connect the at least one member to an 
elongated vertical Support member having first and second 
elongated vertical channels. The connecting mechanism can 
further comprise first and second engaging members. Each of 
the first and second engaging members can be pivotally 
mounted relative to the at least one member and can comprise 
a control portion and an engaging portion. Each of the engag 
ing portions can be configured to extend into one of the first 
and second elongated vertical channels. The connecting 
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mechanism can further comprise a biasing device configured 
to bias the first and second engaging members toward a posi 
tion in which the engaging portions extend into the first and 
second vertical channels. At least one of the biasing member 
and the engaging portions can be configured to engage the 
first and second vertical channels with sufficient force to 
support the at least one member with at least one wet article 
Supported by the at least one member. 
0008. In accordance with some embodiments, a shelving 
system can comprise a Support member having a first end, a 
second end, and a longitudinal axis. At least one shelf can be 
slidably connected to the Support member with a connection 
mechanism. The connection mechanism can be configured to 
allow the at least one shelf to be adjusted in a first direction 
generally parallel to the longitudinal axis and in a second 
direction Substantially perpendicular to the longitudinal axis 
with respect to the support member. 
0009. In accordance with some embodiments, a shelving 
system for a shower can comprise a central portion having a 
top end and a bottom end, wherein the central portion com 
prises at least one shelf. An upper attachment device can be 
configured to hang the central portion within a shower. A 
lower attachment device can be connected to the bottom end, 
wherein the lower attachment device is configured to be 
adjustable in at least a generally horizontal direction. 
0010. In accordance with some embodiments, a shower 
organizer can comprise an elongated element having a longi 
tudinal axis, a first end, and a second end. A connector can 
have an aperture configured to fit around a shower head pipe. 
At least one shelf can be mounted on the elongated element. 
A resilient member can be disposed in the aperture so as to lie 
between an outer Surface of a shower head pipe and an inner 
Surface of the aperture when the connector is disposed around 
a shower head pipe. 
0011. In accordance with some embodiments, a shower 
caddy can comprise an elongated central Support member 
with a longitudinal axis. The central Support member can 
have a generally I-shaped cross-section, comprising at least a 
first flange with first and second lateral edges. At least first 
and second shelves can be provided, wherein each of the first 
and second shelves can have at least first and second cross 
members extending generally laterally across the respective 
shelves. 

0012. At least first and second clamp mechanisms can 
releasably connect the first and second shelves, respectively, 
to the central Support member. In some embodiments, each of 
the first and second clamp mechanisms can comprise a clamp 
body with first and second hooks configured to engage the 
first and second lateral edges of the first flange. In certain 
variants, the clamp mechanisms can each have a clamp plate 
disposed at least partially in the clamp body and configured to 
rest against the first and second cross members, and a lever 
member having a cam. The lever member can be configured to 
pivot between locked and unlocked positions, wherein in the 
locked position, the cam presses the clamp plate against the 
cross members and causes the first and second hooks to press 
against the first and second lateral edges, respectively, with 
sufficient force to support the weight of the shelf. 
0013. A first connector device can be disposed at an upper 
end of the central support member. The first connector can 
have a first portion fixed to the upper end of the support and a 
second portion pivotally connected to the first portion so as to 
be pivotable between open and closed positions. The first and 
second portions can have an aperture configured to fit around 
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a shower head pipe when in the closed position. A second 
connector device can comprise a Suction cup pivotally 
mounted to a lower end of the central Support member so as to 
be pivotable about a pivot axis extending generally perpen 
dicular to the longitudinal axis. 
0014 Certain embodiments include an attachment system 
for a hanging shower caddy. The attachment system compris 
ing can include a bracket connected to a pivot point at a 
bottom end of an elongate Support member of the shower 
caddy. The bracket can have a magnetic portion, which can be 
a central portion. The bracket can include an outwardly 
extending arm. The arm can be configured to rotate freely 
about the pivot point. The bracket can include a connection 
member, Such as a Suction cup, attached to the arm. In some 
embodiments, the attachment system includes a hub config 
ured to couple with a shower wall, such as with adhesive tape. 
The hub can be magnetic. The hub can have a front and a rear. 
The front can be configured to couple (e.g., magnetically) 
with the central portion of the bracket. The rear can have a 
generally planar Surface configured to engage an adhesive 
material, an outer wall, and a recess. The recess can be located 
radially between the generally planar Surface and the outer 
wall. The recess can be configured to receive a sealant mate 
rial. 
0015. In some implementations, the attachment system 
includes a plurality of arms and a plurality of connection 
member, each of the arms comprising at least one of the 
connection members. In some implementations, the arm is 
rotatable 360° around the pivot point. In certain embodi 
ments, the outer wall comprises a generally planar Surface 
that is generally parallel with and/or not coplanar with the 
generally planar Surface of the central portion. Some embodi 
ments include a distance adjustment unit that includes an 
adjustment member configured to vary the distance between 
the support member and the hub. The adjustment member can 
include a threaded member. In various embodiments, the hub 
comprises a magnet. 
0016. According to certain embodiments, a method of 
securing a hanging shower caddy includes adhering an adhe 
sive to a wall of the shower and adhering a magnetic hub to the 
adhesive. The method can include attaching an upper portion 
of the shower caddy to a pipe such that the weight of the 
shower caddy is supported from the pipe. The shower caddy 
can include an elongate Support member, at least one shelf, 
and an attachment assembly. The attachment assembly can be 
located at a lower end of the shower caddy. In some embodi 
ments, the method includes magnetically coupling the mag 
netic hub with the attachment assembly of the shower caddy, 
thereby securing the lower end of the shower caddy relative to 
the wall. In some variants, such as embodiments in which the 
shower caddy includes a pivoting arm with a Suction cup, the 
method includes rotating the pivoting arm and connecting the 
Suction cup with the wall. In some implementations, the 
method includes inserting a sealant material into a recess in 
the magnetic hub. Some variants include adjusting an adjust 
ment member of the attachment assembly, thereby changing 
the distance between the attachment assembly and the wall of 
the shower. In certain embodiments, the method includes 
adjusting an adjustment member comprises rotating a 
threaded pin. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0017 Certain features, aspects, and advantages of the sub 
ject matter disclosed herein are described below with refer 
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ence to the drawings, which are intended to illustrate and not 
to limit the scope of the disclosure. Various features of dif 
ferent disclosed embodiments can be combined to form addi 
tional embodiments, which are part of this disclosure. No 
structures, features, steps, or processes are essential or criti 
cal. 
0018 FIG. 1 is a front, top, and left side perspective view 
of a shower caddy constructed in accordance with some 
embodiments and having a central Support member and three 
adjustable shelves. 
0019 FIG. 2 is a schematic cross-sectional view of a por 
tion of the central Support member and a portion of a clamp 
that can be used to secure a shelf to the central Support 
member. 
0020 FIG. 3 is an enlarged front, top, and left side per 
spective view of a portion of a shelf and a clamping mecha 
nism of the shower caddy. 
0021 FIG. 4a is an exploded schematic side view of the 
clamping mechanism. 
0022 FIG. 4b is an exploded schematic front elevation 
view of the clamping mechanism. 
0023 FIG. 5a is a schematic side elevation and partial 
cross-sectional view of the central Support member, clamping 
mechanism, and a shelf of the shower caddy, with the clamp 
ing mechanism being shown in a "closed’ position. 
0024 FIG. 5b is a side cross-sectional view of the vertical 
column, clamping mechanism, and shelf of the shower caddy, 
with the clamping mechanism in an intermediate position 
between “closed and “open’ positions. 
0025 FIG. 5c is a side cross-sectional view of the vertical 
column, clamping mechanism, and shelf of the shower caddy, 
with the clamping mechanism in the “open’ position. 
0026 FIG. 5d is a schematic front elevation view of the 
shelving system in which two of the shelves have been 
adjusted laterally away from their centered position. 
0027 FIG. 6 is a front, top, and right side perspective view 
of an upper attachment device that can be used with the 
shower caddy shown in a “closed’ position. 
0028 FIG. 7 is a front, top, and right side perspective view 
of the upper attachment device shown in an “open’ position. 
0029 FIG. 8 is a schematic side cross-sectional view of 
the upper attachment device positioned on a shower head 
pipe. 
0030 FIG. 9 is a front, bottom, and right side perspective 
view of a lower portion of the shower caddy having an adjust 
able lower attachment device. 
0031 FIG. 10 is an exploded perspective view of the 
adjustable lower attachment device shown in FIG. 9. 
0032 FIG. 11 is a front top and left side perspective view 
of another embodiment of a shower caddy. 
0033 FIG. 11a is an exploded view of a central support 
member of the shower caddy illustrated in FIG. 11. 
0034 FIG. 12 is a front elevation view of the shower caddy 
of FIG. 11. 
0035 FIG. 13 is a rear elevation view of the shower caddy 
of FIG. 11. 
0036 FIG. 14 is a right side elevation view of the shower 
caddy of FIG. 11. 
0037 FIG. 15 is a left side elevation view of the shower 
caddy of FIG. 11. 
0038 FIG. 16 is a bottom plan view of the shower caddy of 
FIG 11. 
0039 
FIG 11. 

FIG. 17 is a top plan view of the shower caddy of 
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0040 FIG. 18 is an enlarged exploded view of a wash cloth 
hanger illustrating motions for releasing the hanger from a 
central support column of the shower caddy of FIG. 11. 
0041 FIG. 19 is another view of the wash cloth hanger of 
FIG. 18 attached to the central support member. 
0042 FIG. 20 is an enlarged top plan and partial sectional 
view illustrating a releasing motion of the wash cloth hanger 
illustrated in FIGS. 18 and 19. 
0043 FIG. 21 is an enlarged top plan and partial sectional 
view illustrating a clamping motion of the wash cloth hanger 
illustrated in FIGS. 18 and 19. 
0044 FIG. 22 is a top, front perspective view of another 
embodiment of a shower caddy. 
0045 FIGS. 22a and 22b are top, rear perspective and 
cross-sectional views of the shower caddy of FIG. 22. 
0046 FIG. 23 is a perspective view of a portion of the 
shower caddy of FIG. 22, including a Support structure and a 
rotatable divider. 
0047 FIG. 24 is an enlarged perspective view of a portion 
of the shower caddy of FIG. 22, with the rotatable divider in 
a retracted position. 
0048 FIG.25 is a perspective view of the rotatable divider 
of the shower caddy of FIG. 22. 
0049 FIG. 26 is a perspective view of a portion of the 
shower caddy of FIG. 22, with the rotatable divider in an 
extended position. 
0050 FIG. 27 is an enlarged perspective view of a portion 
of the support structure of FIG. 22. 
0051 FIG. 28 is a perspective view of another portion of 
the shower caddy of FIG. 22, with an expandable container. 
0052 FIG.29 is a front elevation view of the portion of the 
shower caddy of FIG. 28. 
0053 FIG. 30 is a front, bottom perspective view of the 
underside of the expandable container of FIG. 28. 
0054 FIG.31 is a rear perspective view of a portion of the 
shower caddy of FIG. 22, with an attachment mechanism. 
0055 FIG.32 is an exploded perspective view of a portion 
of the attachment mechanism of FIG. 31. 
0056 FIG. 33 is a front, bottom perspective view of the 
portion of the shower caddy of FIG. 31. 
0057 FIG. 33a is a cross-sectional perspective view of the 
shower caddy of FIG. 33. 
0058 FIG. 34 is a top, front perspective view of another 
embodiment of a shower caddy. 
0059 FIG.35 is a top, rear perspective view of the shower 
caddy of FIG. 34. 
0060 FIG. 36 is a top, front perspective view of another 
embodiment of a shower caddy. 
0061 FIG.37 is a top, rear perspective view of the shower 
caddy of FIG. 36. 
0062 FIG.38 is a frontelevation view of the shower caddy 
of FIG. 36. 
0063 FIG.38a is an enlarged view of a portion of FIG.38. 
0064 FIG. 39 is a rear elevation view of the shower caddy 
of FIG. 36. 
0065 FIG.40a-care various views of a clamp unit of the 
shower caddy of FIG. 36. 
0066 FIG. 41 is a top, front perspective cross-sectional 
view of the shower caddy of FIG. 36. 
0067 FIG. 41a is an enlarged view of a portion of FIG. 41. 
0068 FIG. 42 is a cross-sectional view of a portion of a 
Support member and a portion of a clamp mechanism of the 
shower caddy of FIG. 36. 
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0069 FIG. 43 is a top, front perspective view of another 
embodiment of a shower caddy. 
(0070 FIG. 44 is a bottom, front perspective view of the 
shower caddy of FIG. 43. 
(0071 FIG. 45 is a top, rear perspective view of the shower 
caddy of FIG. 43. 
0072 FIG. 46 is a top, front perspective cross-sectional 
view of the shower caddy of FIG. 43. 
(0073 FIG. 46a is an enlarged view of a portion of FIG. 46. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF CERTAIN 
EMBODIMENTS 

0074 Various improved shelving systems, such as shower 
caddies, are disclosed. The embodiments disclosed below are 
described in the context of a shower caddy due to particular 
utility in that context. However, the inventions disclosed 
herein can also be applied to other types of shelving units and 
other types of environments. 

FIGS 1-10 

0075 FIGS. 1-10 illustrate an embodiment of a shower 
caddy 10. The shower caddy 10 can have a support member 
12 configured to Support at least one shelf 16. In some 
embodiments, the support member 12 can be in the form of an 
elongated member. The Support member 12 can have various 
cross-sectional shapes such as generally: circular, elliptical, 
triangular, rectangular, square, diamond-shaped, hexagonal, 
or otherwise. Certain embodiments have an I-beam cross 
sectional shape. 
0076 FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view of a portion of the 
Support member 12 and a portion of a clamping mechanism 
14 for securing a shelf 16 on the support member 12. As 
shown in FIG. 2, the cross-sectional shape of the support 
member 12 can be in the shape of the letter “I” In some 
embodiments, the support member 12 can be formed of satin 
aluminum that is bead blasted with clearanodizing. The Sup 
port member 12 may be constructed of other suitable mate 
rials, such as steel, stainless Steel, or any other metal, plastics, 
wood, or any other material. As shown, the Support member 
12 can include one or more tracks 12a (e.g., channels, 
grooves, etc.). 
0077. As will be described in more detail below, the 
clamping mechanism 14 can be configured to allow a user to 
adjust a position of the shelf 16 in addition to holding it in 
place on the Support member 12. In some embodiments, the 
shelf 16 can be adjusted both in the horizontal and vertical 
directions. This provides advantages in that the shelves can be 
positioned to accommodate other devices or appliances that 
may be in a users shower, as well as various sizes of items, 
Such as toiletries, that may be oversized. 
0078. The clamping mechanism 14 can be slidably 
mounted on the Support member 12 in the vertical or longi 
tudinal direction. As shown in FIG. 2, the clamping mecha 
nism 14 can have a hook 15 on both lateral sides that is 
configured to fit around and engage the outer flanges 12, 12" 
of the column 12. As described in more detail below, the shelf 
16 can be adjusted, in both the horizontal and vertical direc 
tions, when the clamping mechanism 14 is loosened. When 
the clamping mechanism 14 is tightened, the shelf 16 is 
secured to the support member 12 in a fixed position. Thus, 
the clamping mechanism 14 can be configured to hold the 
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shelf 16 in place when the shelf 16 is loaded with the maxi 
mum design weight, and in wet environments, such as a 
shower. 
0079. With reference to FIGS. 3-5, the clamping mecha 
nism 14 can include a clamp body 20, clamp plate 22, and 
clamp lever 24. The clamp body 20 can have hooks 15 on both 
sides, as noted above, that are configured to hook around and 
engage the outer flanges 12", 12" of the Support member 12, as 
shown in FIGS. 2 and 3. The clamp body 20 can include a slot 
21 configured to receive the clamp plate 22. In some embodi 
ments, the slot 21 can be configured to Support the clamp plate 
22 within the slot, as described in greater detail below with 
reference to FIG. 4b. 
0080. The clamp plate 22 can be a generally flat member 
that is configured to fit through the slot 21 in the clamp body 
20. As shown in FIGS. 3-5c, the clamp plate 22 can be con 
figured to engage at least one cross member 30 of the shelf16. 
For example, the clamp plate 22 can have upper and lower 
shoulders 22a, 22b or rounded portions that are shaped to 
engage cross members 30 of the shelf 16 when the clamping 
mechanism 14 is in the “closed’ position (as explained in 
more detail below). 
0081. In some embodiments, the clamp plate 22 can be 
configured to engage the slot 21 so as to prevent the clamp 
plate 22 from falling through the slot 21, for example, when 
the clamp mechanism 14 is open. For example, with reference 
to FIG. 4b, the clamp plate 22 can include at least one shoul 
der configured to rest against a corresponding shoulder in or 
around the slot 21. 

0082 In some embodiments, the plate 22 can include 
shoulders 23. The shoulders 23 can be arranged to protrude 
outwardly from the main portion of the clamp plate 22. The 
clamp body 20 can include shoulders 25 configured to rest 
against the shoulders 23 So as to prevent the clamp plate 22 
from falling through the clamp body 20. 
0083. As shown in FIGS. 3 and 5a-5c., a lever 24 can be 
rotatably mounted relative to the clamp body 20. The lever 24 
can be configured to move between open (or unlocked) and 
closed (or locked) positions. For example, the lever 24 can be 
configured to secure the shelf 16 to the support member 12 
when the lever 24 is in the closed position and to allow the 
shelf 16 to be moved when the lever 24 is in the open position. 
In some embodiments, the clamp lever 24 can be formed of a 
translucent polycarbonate. The lever 24 may be formed of 
other Suitable materials, such as steel, stainless steel, alumi 
num, plastics, or any other material 
0084. In some embodiments, the lever 24 can include a 
cam 26 configured to convert the pivotal movement of the 
lever 24 into a translational movement of the clamp plate 22. 
For example, the lever 24 can be hinged or otherwise pivotally 
mounted relative to the clamp body 20, as shown in FIGS. 5a 
and 5b. In some embodiments, the cam 26 can include at least 
a first portion 26a having a radius R1 and a second portion 26b 
with a radius R2, R2 being larger than R1. As such, when the 
lever 24 is rotated such that the first portion 26a is juxtaposed 
to the clamp plate 22, the clamp device 14 is in the open 
position. When the lever 24 is rotated such that the second 
portion 26b is juxtaposed to the clamp plate 22, the clamp 
device 14 is in the closed position. These movements are 
described below in greater detail with reference to FIGS. 
5-5C. 

0085. In some embodiments, the cam 26 can include a 
third portion 26c having a radius R3 which is larger than 
radius R2. As such, the cam 26 can be configured to provide 
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an “over-center” operation. For example, with the radius R3 
being larger than both the radiuses R1 and R2, the cam 26 will 
generate a maximum pressing force against the clamp plate 
22 when the third portion 26c is juxtaposed to the clamp plate 
22. However, as is described below in greater detail, this 
pressing force is reduced as the lever 24 is further pivoted 
until the second portion 26b is juxtaposed to the clamp plate 
22. This provides an advantage in that the user is provided 
with a tactile signal that the lever 24 has been moved to the 
fully closed position. The lever 24 can move quickly from the 
intermediate position in which the third portion 26c is juxta 
posed to the clamp plate 22 to the fully closed position in 
which the second portion 26b is juxtaposed to the clamp plate 
22. 

I0086 FIG. 5a shows the lever 24 in the closed position, 
which is when the clamping mechanism 14 is tightened to 
hold the shelf16 in place. In this closed position, the clamping 
mechanism 14 is secured to the support member 12 by the 
pressing force caused by the second portion 26b of the cam 26 
pushing against the clamp plate 22, which, in turn, pushes the 
clamp plate 22 againstan outer Surface of the Support member 
12. This pressing force also causes the hooks 15 (FIG. 2) of 
the clamp body 20 to press against and tighten around the 
flanges 12", 12" (FIG. 2) of the support member 12. In the 
"closed’ position, the shoulders of the clamp plate 22 engage 
the cross members 30 of the shelf 16, as shown in FIG.5a, and 
thus press the cross members 30 against the outer face of the 
support member 12. 
I0087. The pressure between the shoulders 22a, 22b of the 
clamp plate 22 and the cross members 30 as well as the 
pressure between the hooks 15 of the clamp body 20 and the 
outer flanges 12", 12" of the support member 12 secure the 
shelf 16 in place in both the horizontal and vertical directions. 
As such, the magnitude of the radius R2 can be determined so 
as to provide a sufficient pressing force against the clamp 
plate 22 such that the friction between at least one of the cross 
members 30, the outer surface of the support member 12, the 
inner surface of the flanges 12', 12", and the hooks 15 is 
sufficient to support the shelf 16 at the desired location under 
a maximum load. However, other devices can also be used to 
secure the shelves 16. 
I0088. When the lever 24 is in the open position, as shown 
in FIG. 5c, the first portion 26a, having the radius R1, is 
juxtaposed to the clamp plate 22. In some embodiments, the 
magnitude of the radius R1 is sufficiently small that the shelf 
16 can be adjusted, both vertically and horizontally, when the 
lever 24 is in this position. 
I0089. A user may “open the lever 24 by pulling it gener 
ally in the direction of arrow A, away from the clamp plate 22 
and the column 12. When the lever 24 is pulled in this direc 
tion, the cam 26 rotates in a clockwise direction (as viewed in 
FIG. 5b) and thus pulls away from the clamp plate 22 as the 
first portion 26a is moved into juxtaposition with the clamp 
plate 22. When the cam 26 is pulled away from the clamp 
plate 22, the tension is reduced and the shelf 16 may be 
adjusted by a user, both vertically and horizontally. 
0090 This arrangement provides various advantages. For 
example, with reference to FIG.5d, the upper most shelf 16 is 
illustrated in its centered position (where the geometric center 
of the shelf 16 is aligned with the longitudinal axis of the 
Support member 12). By configuring the shelving system to 
allow the shelves to be adjusted laterally, the shelves can be 
rearranged to accommodate differing sizes of articles. For 
example, with continued reference to FIG.5d, the shelf below 
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the upper most shelf 16, identified generally as shelf 16a, has 
been laterally adjusted towards the right hand side of the 
figure (in the direction of arrow R). In this configuration, a tall 
item I can be placed on shelf 16a without impacting the upper 
most shelf 16. For example, such tall items can be large 
shampoo bottles of the type that are commonly sold in dis 
count warehouse retail stores. When adjacent shelves are 
shifted in opposite directions, an even larger space can be 
provided. For example, as shown in FIG. 5d., the shelf 16b 
which is below the shelf 16a, has been adjusted toward the left 
hand side of the figure (in the direction of arrow L). In such a 
configuration, an even larger tall item. J can be Supported on 
the shelf 16b without impacting the shelf 16a above the shelf 
16b. 

0091. In operation, to adjust a shelf 16 in the lateral direc 
tion, a user can pivot the lever 24 toward the open position 
(FIG. 5c), thereby reducing pressure on the clamp plate 22, 
which in turn, reduces the pressure between the cross wires 30 
and the outerface of the support member 12 and as well as the 
pressure between the hooks 15 and the flanges 12', 12" (FIG. 
2). With the lever 24 positioned as such, a user can slide the 
shelves 16 relative to the clamping mechanism 14. 
0092. With reference to FIGS. 6-8, the shower caddy 10 
can be fitted with an openable loop mechanism 18 at the top 
of the support member 12. The openable loop mechanism 18 
can be configured to Support the weight of the shower caddy 
10 from a shower head (not shown) or a pipe 50 leading to a 
shower head. For example, the openable loop mechanism 18 
can be fitted onto the pipe 50 when it is in an open position 
(FIG. 7), then closed to secure it in place, as shown in FIG.8. 
0093. In various embodiments, the loop mechanism 18 
can be attached to the upper end of the support member 12. As 
shown in FIGS. 6 and 7, the loop mechanism 18 can be 
hinged. For example, in Some embodiments, the loop mecha 
nism can include a first portion 18A pivotally connected to a 
second portion 18B. In some embodiments, the pivotal con 
nection between the first and second portions can be provided 
by a hinge 40. 
0094. The hinge 40 can be configured to allow the loop 
mechanism 18 to open, as shown in FIG. 7. The loop mecha 
nism 18 can be secured by closing the first portion 18A over 
the shower head pipe 50 and by tightening a threaded screw 
42 in the corresponding threaded opening (not shown). How 
ever, other fasteners, devices, or mechanisms can also be used 
to secure the first portion 18A in the closed position. 
0095. With reference to FIG. 8, some embodiments have a 
resilient member on at least a portion of an inner periphery of 
the loop mechanism 18. For example, in Some embodiments, 
the loop mechanism 18 can be fitted with a resilient member, 
such as deformable members 46 on the inner periphery of the 
loop mechanism 18, as shown in FIGS. 6 and 7. The deform 
able member 46 can be made from one or a plurality of pieces. 
The deformable members 46 can be made from any resilient 
material. In some embodiments, the deformable member 46 
is made from rubber. These deformable members 46 can be 
shaped and tapered Such that it fits Snugly around a standard 
shower head pipe 50. 
0096. In some embodiments, a lower portion of the mem 
ber 46 is tapered. For example, as shown in FIG. 8, a bottom 
of the deformable member 46 is tapered. Such a taper can 
provide better contact with a surface of a generally vertically 
or laterally curved or slanted attachment point of the shower 
caddy 10. 
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0097. In some embodiments, the tapered shape of the 
lower portion 46A can be configured to compliment the typi 
cal downwardly curved contour of a shower head pipe that 
emerges from a shower wall 52, such as the shower head pipe 
50. Such tapering of the lower portion 46A can allow the 
shower caddy 10 to hang more straightly. For example, with 
out the taper in the lower portion 46A, the lower surface of the 
pipe 50 would generate more pressure on a forward portion 
46B of the lower portion 46A. This would generate a torque 
on the shower caddy 10, tending to pivot the shower caddy 10 
in the direction of arrow Pinwardly toward the shower wall 
52. The contact patch between such an untapered member 46 
would be smaller thereby weakening the grip between the 
member 46 and the pipe 50. 
0098. As shown in FIGS. 6-8, the member 46 can be 
thinner at the top of the loop mechanism 18 as compared to 
the lower portion 46A. This can help to reduce bouncing of 
the shower caddy 10 when it is hung from the loop mecha 
nism 18. 
0099. A typical shower head pipe 50 has an outer diameter 
of about 0.8 inch. In some embodiments, the loop mechanism 
18 has a minimum inner diameter D of about 0.74 inch when 
the member 46 is in a relaxed State, e.g., when the shower 
caddy 10 is not installed on a shower pipe 50, as shown in 
FIG.8. Because the inner diameter D of the loop mechanism 
18 is slightly smaller than the outer diameter of a typical 
shower pipe 50, the rubber inserts 46 will deform slightly and 
fit snugly around the shower pipe 50 when the loop mecha 
nism 18 is fitted around the shower pipe 50. Friction between 
the rubber inserts 46 and the shower head pipe 50 can help to 
keep the shower caddy 10 in place by resisting relative move 
ment between the two, thereby preventing the shower caddy 
10 from sliding down the pipe 50. 
0100. This snug fit is particularly useful for stabilizing the 
shower caddy 10 on a shower pipe 50 when the weight of 
items (e.g., shampoo, Soap, etc.) kept on the shelves 16 is not 
distributed evenly. It has been found that conventional shower 
caddies do not adequately resist sliding off a shower pipe. 
Conventional shower caddies configured to hang on a shower 
pipe are typically hung over the shower head pipe with a 
portion of a wire frame of the caddy and thus may be easily 
knocked off, either by a user or uneven weight distribution of 
articles stored on the shower caddy. By providing a hinged 
loop mechanism 18 at the top of the shower caddy 10, the 
shower caddy 10 can be more securely and stably attached to 
a shower head pipe. 
0101. In the illustrated embodiment, the shelves 16 are 
formed with cross-members 30 extending horizontally across 
and curved at the ends of the shelves 16 in a substantially 
semi-circular or generally “U” shape, as shown in FIGS. 1 
and 9. As shown in the drawings, the shelves 16 can have 
different configurations. For example, the shelves 16 can be 
simple shelves having drainage holes or may be additionally 
fitted with a soap tray 60, towel rack 70, openings 80 for 
toiletries, and other accessories (e.g., hooks, etc.). Embodi 
ments of a soap tray 60, towel rack 70, and openings 80 for 
toiletries are shown in FIG.1. In the illustrated embodiment, 
the shelves 16 are configured as a wire basket, as shown in the 
drawings, to allow for drainage. However, the shelves may 
have different configurations other than those illustrated. 
0102. As shown in FIG. 1, the shelves 16, 16a, 16b have 
different configurations. The shelf 16b has a soap tray 60 and 
a towel rack 70 and the upper shelves 16, 16a can have 
openings 80 for holding bottles of toiletries, such as shampoo, 



US 2015/0257533 A1 

upside down, e.g., with the cap of the shampoo bottle extend 
ing through the openings 80. There may be alternative 
embodiments for the soap tray 60, towel rack 70, and open 
ings 80 for toiletries and that the embodiments shown in the 
drawings are merely example embodiments. 
0103. In some embodiments, the baskets of each shelf 16, 
16a, 16b, can be formed of polished stainless steel wire. In 
certain embodiments, the frame of the basket, including the 
cross members 30, can be formed of 6 mm polished stainless 
steel wire. The remainder of the baskets can be formed of 3 
mm polished stainless steel wire. 
0104. In some embodiments, other accessories 100 (e.g., 
in the form of disks) can be attached to the shower caddy 10. 
The accessories 100 can be formed in the shape of disks 
having a groove 110 on the peripheral edge. The width of the 
groove 110 can be about the same or slightly larger than the 
outer diameter of the wire forming the substantially semi 
circular or U-shaped portions on the ends of the shelves 16 so 
that the wire of the substantially semi-circular portion fits 
within the groove 110. The accessories 100 are sized and 
shaped to fit in the Substantially semi-circular portion, as 
shown in FIG.1. The grooves 110 can be configured to “snap' 
into place in the Substantially semi-circular portion of the 
shelves 16 by engaging the wire of the Substantially semi 
circular portion. The cross-members 30 of the shelves 16 may 
be pulled apart slightly by the user to snap the accessories 100 
in place. The substantially semi-circular portion of the 
shelves 16 are preferably greater than or equal to 180 degrees 
to facilitate insertion of the accessories disks 100. The acces 
sories 100 can be formed of a strong, rigid material. Such as 
polycarbonate. However, the accessories 100 can be made 
from a variety of other suitable materials and in a variety of 
known manners. 

0105. In some embodiments, the shower caddy 10 can be 
secured to the shower wall 52 with an attachment mechanism 
92. As shown, the attachment mechanism 92 can be posi 
tioned at a bottom end of the shower caddy 10. This can 
inhibitor prevent movement (e.g., tilting) of the shower caddy 
10, such as if a user accidentally bumps the caddy 10 or if the 
weight of items stored on the caddy 10 is shifted to one lateral 
side. 

0106. As shown in FIG.9, in some embodiments, a suction 
cup 90 can be rotatably mounted with the mechanism 92 at the 
bottom of the shower caddy 10 to secure the shower caddy 10 
to the shower wall 52. FIG. 10 is an exploded perspective 
view of the suction cup 90 and mechanism 92 assembly. 
0107 The suction cup 90 can be rotatably attached to the 
lower end of the support member 12 by the mechanism 92 or 
Some other mechanism allowing for at least lateral adjustment 
of the position of the suction cup 90 with respect to the wall 
52. In some embodiments, the mechanism 92 can be config 
ured to provide both lateral (e.g., generally perpendicular to 
the longitudinal axis of the Support member 12) and longitu 
dinal (e.g., generally parallel to the longitudinal axis of the 
Support member 12) adjustment of the position of the Suction 
cup 90. 
0108. The suction cup 90 can be configured to grip a 
Substantially flat, planar Surface. As mentioned above, suc 
tion cups positioned over a groutline or another type of break 
or irregularity in the shower wall may not generate a satisfac 
tory seal with a suction cup. The mechanism 92 can be con 
figured to allow movement of the suction cup 90, without 
adjusting the position of the shower caddy 10, so that a user 
may avoid positioning the Suction cup 90 over a grout line or 
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some other type of break or irregularity in the shower wall 52. 
In some embodiments, the suction cup 90 can be configured 
to be moveable such that it can be positioned over a smoother 
portion of the shower wall 52, thereby providing a strong and 
secure attachment to the wall 52. 
0109. In the illustrated embodiment, the mechanism 92 
includes a pivot arm 94 having an upper end 96 pivotally 
mounted to the lower end of the support member 12 and a 
lower end 98 connected to the suction cup 90. The suction cup 
90 can be pivoted along the arrow 100. As such, the suction 
cup 90 can be adjusted both in the longitudinal direction and 
the lateral direction. 
0110. The pivot arm 94 can be connected to the support 
member 12 and the suction cup 90 with any known device or 
mechanism. In some embodiments, the upper end 96 of the 
pivot arm can be connected to the support member 12 with a 
hinged connection. In some embodiments, friction can be 
built into the hinged connection to simplify the process of 
attaching the suction cup 90 to a shower wall. 
0111. In some embodiments, the lower end 98 of the pivot 
arm 94 can be configured to provide a flexible connection 
with the suction cup 90. In the illustrated embodiment, the 
suction cup 90 includes a shaft 102 with an enlarged head 104. 
The pivot arm 94, on the other hand, can include a resilient 
member 106 having an inner diameter, at rest, that is smaller 
than the outer diameter of the enlarged head 104. As such, the 
enlarged head 104 can be pressed through and thereby 
engaged with the resilient member 106. 
0112. In some embodiments, the shower caddy 10 can be 
provided with an adjustable suction cup assembly both at the 
top and the bottom, thereby eliminating the loop mechanism 
18. Such alternative embodiments may be secured to the 
shower wall anywhere as they do not need to be secured to the 
shower head pipe. 

FIGS 11-21 

0113 FIGS. 11-21 illustrate another embodiment of a 
shower caddy, identified generally by the reference numeral 
10A. Components of the shower caddy 10A that are the same 
or similar to the corresponding components of the shower 
caddy 10 are identified below with the same reference numer 
als except that a letter 'A' has been added thereto. 
0114 With reference to FIG. 11, the shower caddy 10A 
can include an elongated Support member 12A, a plurality of 
shelves 16A, each of which can be Supported by a clamping 
mechanism 14A. In some embodiments, the shower caddy 
10A can include one or a plurality of drying racks 140. In 
Some embodiments, the drying racks 140 can be connected to 
the Support member 12A with the clamping mechanisms 
14A. In the illustrated embodiment, the drying rack 140 is 
Supported by the clamping mechanism 142, which is 
described in greater detail below. 
0115 The support member 12A can have any configura 
tion. In the illustrated embodiment, the support member 12A 
can have the same or a similar cross-sectional shape to the 
support member 12, as illustrated in FIG. 2. In the illustrated 
embodiment, the Support member 12A includes a generally 
I-beam shaped cross-section. In some embodiments, the Sup 
port member 12A can be formed in one or a plurality of 
segments configured to provide adjustability along various 
dimensions and axes. 
0116. In some embodiments, the support member 12A is 
configured to have a telescoping configuration so that upper 
and lower ends of the support member 12A can be pressed 
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against upper and lower stationary objects. For example, in 
Some embodiments, the Support member 12A can be config 
ured to press against the floor of a shower and the ceiling 
above the shower or bathtub with sufficient force to anchor 
the entire caddy 10A in a desired position. 
0117. With reference to FIG.11a, in some embodiments, 
the Support member 12A can include telescoping or nesting 
segments 144, 146 having outer dimensions that are sized so 
as to allow one of the segments 144, 146 to slide within the 
other. For example, the segment 144 can be configured Such 
that its inner dimensions are larger than the outer dimensions 
of the segment 146. AS Such, the segment 144 can extend over 
and thus the segment 146 can slide into the segment 144. 
0118. As noted above, the support member 12A can 
include a spring. In the illustrated embodiment, the Support 
member 12A includes a spring 148 configured to bias the 
sections 144, 146 away from each other. As such, the Support 
member 12A can generate an anchoring force to retain the 
caddy 10A (FIG. 11) in a secure position within a shower, 
bathtub, or other location. 
0119. With reference to FIG. 20, the support member 12A 
can include an enlarged inner portion 198 configured to 
accommodate the spring 148 (not shown in FIG. 20). The 
enlarged portion 198 extends along the length of the support 
member 12A. As such the enlarged portion 198 serves the 
dual purposes of providing a space in which the spring 148 
can be completely contained within the interior of the support 
member 12A and provides additional stiffness against bend 
ing of the Support member 12A. 
0120. With reference back to FIG.11a, the support mem 
ber 12A can include one or a plurality of mounting clips 150 
configured to the engage with portions of the segments 144, 
146 to allow the spring 148 to press securely againstand thus, 
push apart the segments 144, 146. 
0121. In some embodiments, the support member 12A can 
include upper and lower feet 152, 154 configured to provide 
additional traction when the upper and lower ends of the 
support member 12A are pressed against surfaces 143,145 
such as the ceiling and floor of a shower or bathtub. For 
example, the feet 152, 154 can be made of rubber, silicon, or 
any other material that would provide enhanced traction in 
Such an environment of use. 
0122. As illustrated in FIG. 11, the shelves 16A can have 
a wedge or pie-shaped configuration. This provides a more 
compact arrangement when the shower caddy 10A is 
mounted inabathtub or shower corner that has walls that meet 
at a 90° angle. In such an environment, the wedge or pie 
shaped configuration of the shelves 16A allows the shower 
caddy 10A to be tucked compactly into such a 90° corner. The 
shelves 16A can include accessories that are similar to or the 
same as various other accessories described above with ref 
erence to the shower caddy 10. 
0123. As noted above, the shelves 16A can be secured to 
the Support member 12A with clamping mechanisms 14A. 
The clamping mechanisms 14A can be the same or similar to 
the clamping mechanisms 14 described above in detail with 
reference to FIGS. 1-5. In various embodiments, the shelves 
16A can be moved vertically along the vertical length of the 
support member 12A. The shelves 16A can be adjusted in a 
lateral direction relative to the vertical direction of the support 
member 12A. 

(0.124 With reference to FIGS. 18-21, the wash towel dry 
ingracks 140 can be configured, as noted above, to be engage 
able with the support member 12A. In various embodiments, 
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the drying racks 140 can be connected to and easily removed 
from the Support members 12 or 12A. As such, a user can 
quickly and conveniently change the configuration of the 
shower caddies 10, 10A to include or exclude such drying 
racks 140. 
0.125. In the illustrated embodiment, the drying rack 140 
comprises a clamping mechanism 142 and one or a plurality 
of rack members 160, 162. The rack members 160, 162 can 
have any configuration. In the illustrated embodiment, the 
rack members 160, 162 are configured to support a hanging 
article, such as a wet wash cloth. In the illustrated embodi 
ment, the rack members 160, 162 are made from rod shaped 
material with enlarged end portions 164, 166 to prevent the 
hanging article from inadvertently sliding off of the rack 
members 160, 162. In certain embodiments, the rack mem 
bers 160, 162 can be made from a metal material, such as 
stainless steel. 
0.126 The drying rack 140 can include a main body por 
tion 170 configured to support the rack members 160, 162 as 
well as Supporting and/or forming a part of the clamping 
mechanism 142. The main body member can Support one or 
a plurality of pivot pins 172,174. The pivot pins 172,174 can 
be used to pivotally support the rack members 160, 162. In 
some embodiments, the pivot pins 172, 174 support clamp 
members 176, 178. As such, the pivot pins 172, 174 can 
provide pivotal support for both the rack members 160, 162 
and the clamp members 176, 178. 
I0127. With reference to FIG. 20, the clamp members 176, 
178 can include control ends 180, 182 and engagement ends 
184, 186, respectively. The control ends 180, 182 can be 
configured to allow a user to control the movement of the 
engaging portions 184, 186. For example, the control portions 
180,182 can be shaped such that a user can comfortably grasp 
these portions 180, 182, optionally with one hand, and 
squeeze them toward each other in the direction of arrows A 
in FIG. 20 thereby causing the engaging portions 184, 186 to 
move away from the support member 12A in the direction of 
arrows B. In some embodiments, the control ends 180, 182 
are connected with the engaging portions 184, 186, respec 
tively with pivot portions 190, 192. The pivot portions 190, 
192 can comprise an opening configured to receive the pins 
172,174. In some embodiments, the pivot portions 190, 192 
are made integrally or monolithically with the corresponding 
control portions 180, 182 and engaging portions 184, 186. 
0128. In some embodiments, the members 176, 178 can be 
biased toward the closed position, as illustrated in FIG. 21. 
For example, springs, such as torsional springs (not shown) 
can be provided in or adjacent to the pivot portions 190, 192 
to bias the members 176, 178 toward the closing direction. 
More specifically, such springs can bias the members 176, 
178 such that the engaging portions 184, 186 are biased 
toward a position in which the engaging portions 184, 186 
extend into the channels by the outer flanges 12Aa, 12Ab. 
Further, the springs (not shown) can be configured to bias the 
members 176, 178 at such with sufficient force to maintain the 
drying rack 140 in its vertical position along the Support 
member 12A even when one or a plurality of wet articles, 
Such as wet wash clothes, are hanging from the rack members 
160, 162. 

FIGS 22-33 

0129 FIGS. 22-33a illustrate embodiments of another 
shower caddy 10B. In many respects, the shower caddy 10B 
resembles or is identical to either or both of the shower 
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caddies 10, 10A discussed above. As such, components of the 
shower caddy 10B that are the same or similar to the corre 
sponding components of the shower caddy 10 and/or 10A are 
identified below with the same reference numerals except that 
a letter “B” has been added thereto. The shower caddy 10B 
can include one, some, or all of the features of the shower 
caddy 10 and/or 10A, including all combinations and sub 
combinations. Any component or step disclosed in any 
embodiment in this specification can be used in any other 
embodiment. 

0130. With reference to FIG. 22, the shower caddy 10B 
can include an elongated Support member 12B and at least 
one shelf 16B. As shown, the shower caddy 10B can include 
an openable loop mechanism 18B configured to support the 
weight of the shower caddy 10B from a shower head (not 
shown) or a pipe leading to a shower head. In some imple 
mentations, the caddy 10B includes a soap tray 60B. 
0131. In various embodiments, the support member 12B 
and/or the shelf 16B are adjustable. For example, in certain 
implementations, an elongate length of the Support member 
12B is configured to be selectable and/or variable, such as by 
telescoping. For example, the Support member 12B can 
include an outer portion 12B' and an inner portion 12B" that 
can be received in, and slide relative to, the outer portion 12B'. 
In some variants, the length of the support member 12B is 
fixed (e.g., does not include a telescoping feature). 
0132. In some embodiments, the shelf 16B can move 
along the Support member 12B. For example, in Some vari 
ants, the shelf 16B can slide generally parallel with a longi 
tudinal axis of the Support member 12B (e.g., generally ver 
tically in the embodiment illustrated). In certain 
implementations, the shelf 16B can move generally perpen 
dicular to the Support member 12B (e.g., generally horizon 
tally in the embodiment illustrated). In some embodiments, 
the shelf 16B can be selectively secured with the support 
member 12B, such as with the clamping mechanism 
described above. 

0133. As shown in FIG. 22, the shelf 16B can include at 
least one accessory 100B. In certain embodiments, the acces 
sory 100B is configured to secure to one end of the shelf 16B, 
such as a lateral end of the shelf 16B. For example, the 
accessory 100B can be secured with an interference fit 
between the accessory 100B and the frame of the shelf 16B. 
The illustrated accessory 100B is generally rectangular, 
though various shapes are contemplated as well. Such as 
circular (see FIG. 1). In some embodiments, the accessory 
100B includes one or more supports 190, such as hooks, 
loops, ledges, partial openings, cups, cavities, containers, etc. 
0134. As shown in FIGS. 22a and 22b, the shower caddy 
10B can include one or more clamping mechanisms 14B. The 
clamping mechanism 14B can secure the shelf 16D with the 
Support member 12B. For example, the clamping mechanism 
14B can include one or more fasteners (e.g., Screws, bolts, 
nuts, toggles, cotter pins, etc.) that engage the Support mem 
ber 12B. As discussed in more detail below, the clamping 
mechanism 14B can include a rail with flanges that engage a 
corresponding track 12Ba with flanges on the Support mem 
ber 12B. In various embodiments, tightening the fasteners 
secures the clamping mechanism 14B and/or the shelf 16D to 
the Support member 12B. In some variants, loosening the 
fasteners loosens the clamping mechanism 14B and/or the 
shelf 16D to the support member 12B, thereby allowing the 
clamping mechanism 14B and/or the shelf 16D to move rela 
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tive to the support member 12B (e.g., to allow adjustment of 
the vertical and horizontal position of the shelf 16D). 
I0135. As illustrated in FIGS. 23-26, the accessory 100B 
can include a divider 194 configured to selectively divide a 
portion of the shelf 16B. This can facilitate securing and/or 
sequestering certain articles in a space at least partially 
divided from the rest of the shelf 16B. In some embodiments, 
the divider 194 can aid in maintaining certain elongate 
articles in a generally vertical orientation, rather than a hori 
Zontal orientation, which can provide additional space for 
further articles. For example, in certain embodiments, an 
elongate article (e.g., an electric razor) Stowed in the divided 
portion can be maintained an angle relative to a horizontal 
plane of at least about: 45°, 60°, 75°,80°, 85, values between 
the aforementioned values, or otherwise. 
0.136. The divider 194 can move between first and second 
positions relative to the accessory 100B and/or with respect to 
the frame of the shelf 16B. For example, the divider 194 can 
rotate between retracted and extended positions. In the 
retracted position, such as is shown in FIG. 23, the divider 194 
is generally nested with the accessory 100B and/or substan 
tially does not extend into the volume of the shelf 16B for 
holding articles. In some variants, the divider 194 is substan 
tially flush with a surface of accessory 100B in the retracted 
position. In some embodiments, the retracted position occurs 
when rotatable divider 194 is brought into contact with at 
least one surface of accessory 100B. When in the retracted 
position, divider 194 generally does not obstruct the open 
space of shelf 16B. In some embodiments, the surface of 
accessory 100B includes a groove or recessed area designed 
to correspond to and receive at least a portion of divider 194 
when the divider 194 is in the retracted position. 
0.137 In certain embodiments, the divider 194 comprises a 
bar or wire. In some implementations, the divider 194 has a 
generally U-shaped configuration. In some embodiments, the 
divider 194 is shaped substantially as a rectangle. In some 
embodiments, the divider 194 may be shaped as a semicircle 
or at least a portion of its length may be shaped as a semi 
circle. In some embodiments, the divider 194 is shaped to 
accommodate any number of suitable accessories that may be 
stored on the shelf 16B, such as an electric razor, travel-size 
bottles (e.g., of shampoo), or otherwise. In various embodi 
ments, the divider 194 includes at least one end 196 that is 
configured to be secured to the accessory 100B. For example, 
the end 196 can be shaped as a prong that is configured to be 
inserted into a corresponding opening or recess in the acces 
sory 100B, as is discussed in greater detail below. In some 
embodiments, the divider 194 is shaped so as to be flush with 
the accessory 100B or so as to conform to the shape of the 
shelf 16B, such that it occupies no more space than necessary, 
or at least a reduced amount of space, when in a retracted 
position. As shown in FIG. 24, in the retracted position, the 
divider 194 does not protrude into the available shelving 
space on the shelf 16B. 
0.138. As shown in FIG. 25, the divider 194 has at least 
three sections. In some embodiments, each of the sections can 
be characterized as occupying a different plane. In some 
embodiments, section 194a occupies a first plane, section 
194b occupies a second plane (e.g., a plane generally 
orthogonal to the first plane), and section 194c occupies a 
third plane (e.g., a plane generally orthogonal to the second 
plane and/or generally parallel to the first plane). In some 
embodiments, during movement of the divider 194 between 
the extended and retracted positions, each plane rotates about 
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a pivot located on the accessory 100B. In certain variants, 
each end of the divider 194 includes the first, second and third 
sections 194a-c. In some implementations, the divider 194 
includes a cross-member 195. 

0.139. When the divider 194 is in the retracted position (see 
FIG. 24), the first plane may be substantially parallel with a 
surface of the accessory 100B. In some embodiments, the first 
plane is near, adjacent, or coexistent with a surface of acces 
sory 100B. In some embodiments, section 194b is long 
enough to allow section 194a to be substantially flush with a 
surface of the accessory 100B while also providing rotatable 
divider 194 with adequate support from the accessory 100B. 
When the divider 194 is in an extended position, the first plane 
extends from the accessory 100B at a substantially rightangle 
(see FIG. 26) and/or is generally horizontal. In this position, 
section 194a is able to enclose or Support one or more items, 
Such as a razor, an electric razor, a mechanical facial cleanser, 
etc 

0140. In various embodiments, the portions of the divider 
194 interact with and/or are received in the accessory 100B. 
For example, the accessory 100B can include a support struc 
ture 197 configured to interact with section 194b and/or to 
receive section 194c of the divider 194. As illustrated in FIG. 
27, the support structure 197 can include a recess or hole 200, 
a groove 202, and a detent structure 204. In some embodi 
ments, the accessory 100B includes two corresponding Sup 
port structures 198. The shape and depth of the recess or hole 
200 is configured to receive the end 196 of section 194c. This 
can allow the recess or hole 200 to act as a pivot location for 
the divider 194. In some embodiments, the groove 202 is 
shaped so as to correspond or accommodate to section 194b 
and at least a portion of section 194a of divider 194 when the 
divider is in the extended position. As illustrated in FIG. 27, in 
Some implementations, at least a portion of the groove 202 is 
shaped substantially as an “L” 
0141. In some embodiments, the accessory 100B includes 
a securing structure. Such as a detent structure 204, that is 
configured to secure and/or support the divider 194 in the 
extended position. In certain implementations, the detent 
structure 204 is located at the intersection of the two segments 
of the L-shaped groove 202. In some embodiments, the detent 
structure 204 is located toward the end of one of the segments 
of the L-shaped groove 202. The detent structure 204 is 
shown as including a ledge 206 and a slope208, though it will 
be understood that other configurations could be used to 
adequately support the divider 194. 
0142. In some embodiments, when the divider 194 is 
moved between the retracted and expanded positions, the 
divider 194 engages components of the detent structure 204. 
For example, when the divider 194 is moved from the 
retracted position, the segment 194a can slide along the slope 
208, can reach the ledge 206, and/or can be received in the 
groove 202. In some implementations, a user can grasp the 
cross-member 195 and apply a force to rotate the divider 194 
(e.g., generally toward a midpoint of the shelf 16B, in the 
clockwise direction from the position shown in FIG. 23, or 
otherwise). In various embodiments, when the divider 194 is 
in the extended position, the ledge 206 can support the divider 
194. This can inhibit counter-rotation of the divider 194 (e.g., 
to the retracted position) and/or otherwise facilitate maintain 
ing the divider 194 in the extended position. 
0143 To move the divider 194 from the extended position 

to the retracted position, a force can be applied to the divider 
194 to encourage counter-rotation of the divider 194. For 
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example, a user can apply force to the cross-member 195. In 
some embodiments, when the divider 194 is moved from the 
extended position to the retracted position, the portion of the 
divider 194 that is engaged (e.g., abutted) with the ledge 206 
can move over the ledge 206 and down the slope 208. In some 
embodiments, a greater amount of force is needed to move the 
divider 194 from the extended position to the retracted posi 
tion than to move the divider 194 from the retracted position 
to the extended position. In certain variants, a greater amount 
of initial of force is needed to begin rotating the divider 194 
from the extended position to the retracted position than is 
needed to begin rotating the divider 194 from the retracted 
position to the extended position. 
0144. With reference to FIGS. 28-30, some embodiments 
of the caddy 10B include a container 210 secured to a shelf 
16Ba. For example, the container 210 can be part of a support 
structure 214 engaged with the shelf 16Ba. In some embodi 
ments, the Support structure 214 is similar or identical to the 
accessory 100B and may be secured to the shelf in a similar 
manner. In some embodiments, the Support structure 214 
includes the divider 194. In certain variants, the accessory 
100B includes the container 210. 
0145 As illustrated, in some implementations, the support 
structure 214 and the accessory 100B are located on opposite 
sides of the longitudinal axis of the elongate member 12B. 
This can facilitate balancing the caddy 10B. For example, 
from the vantage of a front elevation view, the accessory 100B 
can be on a right portion of one of the shelves 16B, 16Ba, and 
the support structure 214 can be on a left portion of the other 
of the shelves 16B, 16Ba. In some embodiments, the shelves 
16B, 16Ba each include the accessory 100B and the support 
structure 214. 

0146 The container 210 can include an expandable bot 
tom portion 212. The illustrated container 210 has four walls; 
however, the container 210 may include any number of walls, 
both exterior and interior, and may include no walls. In some 
embodiments, the container 210 includes a lip (e.g., a bar) 
around some or all of a top perimeter portion, so as to keep an 
item (e.g., a razor brush, toothbrush, etc.) contained within 
the container 210. This can reduce or eliminate the need for 
the container 210 to have solid walls. 
0.147. In some implementations, the container 210 can 
have an expandable bottom portion 212. In certain embodi 
ments, the extendable bottom portion 212 can be extended 
generally downward (e.g., toward a floor of the shower) from 
the container 210. For example, the extendable bottom por 
tion 212 can include an accordion-like portion, telescoping 
portion, or other portion configured to facilitate movement of 
the bottom of the container 210 between extended and 
retracted positions. In various implementations, the expand 
able bottom portion 212 may beformed of a flexible material, 
Such as silicone, rubber, plastic, or another Suitable material. 
0148 Certain variants are configured to allow a user to 
select the amount (e.g., length or Volume) of extension of the 
bottom portion 212. For example, the extendable bottom por 
tion 212 can include discrete positions during the course of 
extension. In some variants, the expandable bottom portion 
212 is formed of one or more extendable segments, such as 
multiple nested telescoping sections or multiple nested accor 
dion-like sections. 
0149. As shown in FIG. 29, with the expandable bottom 
portion 212 retracted the container can have an overall depth 
of D1, and with the expandable bottom portion 212 extended 
the container can have an overall depth of D2. In some 
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embodiments, the ratio of D1 to D2 is at least about: 1.1, 1.2, 
1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 1.8, 1.9, 2.0, values between the afore 
mentioned values, or otherwise. In some implementations, 
the expanded bottom portion 212 provides at least about 12 
mm of additional depth for the container 210, compared to the 
depth of the container when the bottom portion 212 is 
retracted. 
0150. The expandable bottom portion 212 can facilitate 
accommodating elongate items that, absent the extra depth, 
may more easily fall out of expandable container 210, per 
haps due to being top heavy. For example, Some razors have 
an elongate portion (e.g., the handle) and a head portion (e.g., 
the razor portion) that weighs Substantially more than the 
elongate portion. When items of that type are stored in a 
Substantially upright configuration (e.g., in a cup) they tend to 
fall out if the cup has insufficient depth. The expandable 
bottom portion 212 can provide the container 210 with addi 
tional depth, thereby better Supporting Such elongate items 
and/or can reducing the likelihood of such items falling out of 
the container 210. 
0151. As shown in FIG. 30, the bottom portion 212 can 
include slots 216, Such as openings. This can promote drain 
age from the container 210 and/or facilitate drying of the 
interior of the container 210 and items stored therein, which 
can reduce or avoid bacterial and mold growth within the 
container 210. In some embodiments, at least Some of slots 
216 have a linear or curved (e.g., wavy) shape. In some 
variants, the slots 216 have a shape that is generally circular, 
OVoid, Square, rectangular, etc. 
0152. With reference to FIGS. 31-33, the shower caddy 
10B can be secured to a shower wall with an attachment 
mechanism 92B. As illustrated, in some embodiments, the 
attachment mechanism is located at a bottom of the shower 
caddy 10B, which can promote stability (e.g., inhibit tilting). 
As shown, the attachment mechanism 92B can include a 
bracket, which can have one or more arms 94B. In some 
embodiments, attachment mechanism.92B includes wall con 
nection features, such as suction cups 90B. As shown, the 
suction cups 90B can be located at opposite ends of the 
bracket and/or on each of the arms 94B. 

0153. In various embodiments, the attachment mechanism 
92B is rotatable about a pivot point such that the suction cups 
90B can rotate about the pivot point. This can aid in position 
ing at least one of the suction cups 92B relative to a surface to 
which they can be secured. For example, rotation of the 
attachment mechanism 92B can facilitate securing at least 
one (and preferably both) of the suction cups 90B to a smooth 
Surface and/or can aid in avoiding engaging at least one of the 
suction cups 90B with tile edges and/or groutlines. In various 
embodiments, the attachment mechanism 92B is fully rotat 
able around the pivot point (e.g., can rotate 360° around the 
pivot point). 
0154. In some embodiments, the attachment mechanism 
92B includes a hub 218 that is separable from the remainder 
of the caddy 10B. According to some embodiments, the sepa 
rability of the hub 218 aids in positioning and securing the 
hub 218, as is discussed in more detail below. In some 
embodiments, the caddy 10B is configured such that the hub 
218 is installed on the wall of a shower prior to the remainder 
of the caddy 10B being installed. Various embodiments of the 
hub 218 are configured to engage with a mating portion 223 of 
the attachment mechanism 92B. For example, at least a por 
tion of the hub 218 and the mating portion 223 are magneti 
cally attracted. In some embodiments, one of the hub 218 and 
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the mating portion 223 can include a magnet and the other of 
the hub 218 and themating portion 223 can include a material 
attracted to the magnet. In certain implementations, the hub 
218 and/or themating portion 223 can include a portion made 
of ferromagnetic material. 
0.155. As shown in FIG. 32, the hub 218 can include a 
mounting area 222. In some embodiments, the mounting area 
222 is configured to receive an adhesive, such as a double 
sided tape. This can allow a user to secure hub 218 to a 
Surface. Such as a shower wall. In various implementations, 
the hub 218 is secured to the surface when the hub 218 is 
separated from the remainder of the caddy 10B. In some 
embodiments, the adhesive is water resistant. 
0156. In some embodiments, the hub 218 includes a recess 
220 that extends around some or all of the mounting area 222. 
The recess 220 can receive a water-resistant material. Such as 
caulking, silicone, or some other Suitable sealant that Substan 
tially inhibits or prevents water passage. This can reduce or 
eliminate water from accessing the adhesive material located 
on mounting area 222, which can increase the life of certain 
adhesives. In certain variants, the recess 220 allows the seal 
ant to be hidden, thereby maintaining a cleaner appearance 
(e.g., compared to applying sealant around the exterior of hub 
218). 
0157. In certain implementations, the attachment mecha 
nism 92B includes only the suction cups 90B. In some 
embodiments, the attachment mechanism 92B includes only 
the hub 218 and the mating portion 223. In some embodi 
ments, the attachment mechanism 92B includes both the hub 
218 and the mating portion 223 as well as the suction cups 
90B. In embodiments where both are included, rotation of the 
attachment mechanism 92B allows for the positioning of the 
suction cups 90B on smooth surfaces, while the adhesive 
material applied to the mounting area 222 to secure hub 218 
to a wall may be able to function even if it is located at the 
edge of a tile, between tiles, or adjacent grout. 
0158. According to some embodiments, the attachment 
mechanism 92B includes a distance adjustment unit. Such as 
is shown in FIGS. 33 and 33a. The distance adjustment unit 
can be configured to enable a user to adjust the distance 
between the attachment mechanism 92B and a shower wall. 
This can aid in making the distance between the shower caddy 
10B and the wall substantially uniform along the vertical 
length of shower caddy 10B, which can aid in maintaining 
various surfaces (e.g., the shelves 16B) in a substantially flat 
state. The distance adjustment unit can include an adjustment 
member 226, Such as a threaded element (e.g., a screw, pin, or 
otherwise). In some embodiments, the adjustment member 
226 is configured Such that actuation (e.g., rotation) of the 
adjustment member 226 increases or decreases the distance 
between the attachment mechanism 92B and a wall (e.g., a 
shower wall). For example, in the embodiment shown in FIG. 
33a, the adjustment member 226 threadably connects with a 
mating portion 228 of the hub 218 and rotation of the adjust 
ment member 226 drives the hub 218 nearer or farther from 
the support member 12B. Thus, when the hub 218 is mounted 
to the wall, the adjustment member 226 can enable a user to 
vary the amount of distance between the support member 12B 
and the hub 218. In some implementations, the adjustment 
member 226 passes through a through-hole 224 in the Support 
member 12B and/or the bracket. In certain variants, the 
adjustment member 226 is connected with the Support mem 
ber 12B such that the adjustment member 226 can rotate but 
not translate. 
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FIGS. 34 and 35 

0159 FIGS.34 and 35 illustrate an embodiment of another 
shower caddy 10C. 
0160. In many respects, the shower caddy 10C resembles 
or is identical to any of the shower caddies 10, 10A, 10B 
discussed above. As such, components of the shower caddy 
10C that are the same or similar to the corresponding com 
ponents of the shower caddy 10, 10A, and/or 10B are identi 
fied below with the same reference numerals except that a 
letter “C” has been added thereto. The shower caddy 10C can 
include one, some, or all of the features of the shower caddy 
10, 10A, and/or 10B, including all combinations and sub 
combinations. Any component or step disclosed in any 
embodiment in this specification can be used in any other 
embodiment. 
0161 In various embodiments, the shower caddy 10C can 
include an elongated Support member 12C and at least one 
shelf 16C. In certain implementations, the support member 
12C can be configured to have a variable length, such as with 
one or more telescoping sections. In certain embodiments, the 
support member 12C can be secured at a desired length. For 
example, the length can be maintained with a fastener, such as 
a screw, pin, detent, ratchet mechanism, or otherwise. In some 
embodiments, the fastener can slide in a track 12Ca of the 
support member 12C. As is shown, the shower caddy 10C can 
include a loop mechanism 18C that is configured to Support 
the weight of the shower caddy 10C, such as from a shower 
head (not shown) or a pipe leading to a shower head. The 
mechanism 18C can be configured to open, such as with a 
hinged connection. In some implementations, the caddy 10C 
includes a soap tray 60C, which can be positioned in one of 
the shelves 16C. Some embodiments include an accessory 
100C, such as an insert or divider. In certain variants, the 
accessory 100C is removable from the shelf 16C. The shower 
caddy 10C can include an attachment mechanism 92C, which 
can be positioned at a bottom portion of the caddy 10C. 
0162. In some embodiments, the shelves 16C are rigidly 
attached with the support member 12C. In certain variants, 
the shelves 16C are configured to move vertically and/or 
horizontally with respect to the support member 12C, such as 
is described above. For example, any of the shelves 16C can 
include the clamping mechanism described above. As shown, 
the shelves 16C can include one or more hooks or other 
mounts. The bottom of the shelves 16C can include slots (e.g., 
holes) to facilitate drainage and/or airflow. In some embodi 
ments, one or more walls of one or more shelves 16C can be 
Solid, and/or generally solid, and/or not predominantly or 
entirely made of wire, and/or generally planar. For example, 
as illustrated, one or more of a front wall, a rear wall, a left 
wall, and/or a right wall can each or all be generally planar 
and/or generally solid. One or more such walls can help to 
obscure disorganized or cluttered contents, providing a more 
clean and Smooth aesthetic for the shelving. In certain 
embodiments, the shelves 16C and/or the support member 
12C are metal. Such as stainless steel or aluminum. 

FIGS. 36-42 

(0163 FIGS. 36–42 illustrate an embodiment of another 
shower caddy 10D. In many respects, the shower caddy 10D 
resembles or is identical to any of the shower caddies 10-10C 
discussed above. Components of the shower caddy 10D that 
are the same or similar to the corresponding components of 
the shower caddy 10, 10A, 10B, and/or 10C are identified 
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below with the same reference numerals except that a letter 
“D’ has been added thereto. The shower caddy 10D can 
include one, some, or all of the features of the shower caddy 
10, 10A, 10B, and/or 10C, including all combinations and 
Sub-combinations. Any component or step disclosed in any 
embodiment in this specification can be used in any other 
embodiment. 

(0164. As illustrated in FIGS. 36-39, the shower caddy 10D 
can include an elongated Support member 12D and at least 
one shelf 16 D. For example, the shower caddy 10D can have 
one, two, three, four, or more shelves. As shown, the shelf 
16D can include at least one cross member 30D. Some 
embodiments of the shower caddy 10D have an openable loop 
mechanism 18D that is configured to support the weight of the 
shower caddy 10D, such as from a shower head (not shown) 
ora pipe leading to a showerhead. Certain embodiments have 
an attachment mechanism 92D that is configured to secure the 
shower caddy 10D to a shower wall. 
0.165. In some implementations, the shower caddy 10D 
includes features to aid in organizing and/or accessing bath 
ing implements. For example, the shower caddy 10D can have 
a soap tray 60D, which can be positioned below one or all of 
the shelves 16D. Some embodiments have an accessory 100D 
that includes one or more Supports, such as hooks, loops, 
ledges, partial openings, cups, cavities, containers, etc. 
0166 In some embodiments, the shower caddy 10D 
includes a handle and/or a divider 310. As shown, in some 
embodiments, the divider 310 can engage with portions of the 
shelf 16D, such as with a first end 312 that engages a first 
support member of the shelf 16D and a second end 314 that 
engages a second Support member of the shelf16D. In various 
embodiments, the divider 310 is readily disengagable from 
the shelf 16D, such as to facilitate repositioning of the divider 
310. For example, in the illustrated embodiment, the frontend 
312 of the divider 310 can be rotated about the second end 
314, thereby allowing removal of the divider 310 from the 
shelf 16D. As shown, in some embodiments, the frontend 312 
and the second end 314 each have recesses that receive the 
respective first and second support members of the shelf16D. 
The opening of these recesses can be oriented in generally 
perpendicular directions. For example, in FIG. 36, the recess 
in the front end 312 opens downward (e.g., in a generally 
vertical direction) and the recess in the second end 314 opens 
rearward (e.g., in a generally horizontal direction). In certain 
implementations, the divider 310 can be repositioned while 
remaining engaged with the shelf 16D. For example, in the 
embodiment illustrated, the divider 310 can slide relative to 
the shelf 16D while remaining engaged with the shelf (e.g., 
not needing to be removed from the shelf 16D). 
0167. In various embodiments, the shower caddy 10D 
includes one or more clamping mechanisms 14D, such as one 
clamping mechanism 14D associated with each shelf 16D. 
The clamping mechanism 14D can be configured to secure 
the shelf 16D with the support member 12D, as will be dis 
cussed in more detail below. In certain embodiments, the 
clamping mechanism 14D is positioned on the rear of the 
shower caddy 10D and/or engages a rear wall of the Support 
member 12D. Rearward location of the clamping mechanism 
14D can aid in obscuring the clamping mechanism 14D from 
view, protecting the clamping mechanism 14D from damage 
due to being impacted by bath implements (e.g., shampoo 
bottles), providing a streamlined (e.g., generally uninter 
rupted) front face of the support member 12D, and/or increas 
ing the amount of usable space in the shelf 16D (e.g., by not 
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taking-up space with the clamping mechanism 14D). In some 
embodiments, from a front elevation view of the shower 
caddy 10D, the clamping mechanism 14D is substantially 
obscured from view, such as by permitting only a user-actu 
atable portion (e.g., a lateral region of a dial or lever) to be 
exposed in the front view only as needed to contact a user's 
fingers. In some implementations, from afront elevation view 
of the shower caddy 10D, a great majority (e.g., at least about: 
90%. 95%, 99%, 99.9%, percentages between the aforemen 
tioned percentages, or other percentages) of the total Surface 
area of the clamping mechanism 14D is obscured from view. 
0.168. In various embodiments, the clamping mechanism 
14D is accessible from the front of the shower caddy 10D 
and/or without needing to turn the shower caddy 10D around. 
For example, as shown in FIGS. 38,38a, and 39, although the 
clamping mechanism 14D is positioned on the rear of the 
shower caddy 10D, the clamping mechanism 14D can have an 
adjustment portion 320 (e.g., a dial or lever) with an outside 
diameter that is greater than the lateral width W of the support 
member 12D. This can allow a user to grip and/or actuate 
(e.g., rotate) the adjustment portion 320 from the front of the 
shower caddy 10D. For example, in some embodiments, the 
shower caddy 10D is configured to allow a user to hook a 
thumb and finger around opposite lateral sides of the Support 
member 12D to actuate the adjustment portion 320 of the 
clamping mechanism 14D. In some implementations, such as 
is shown in FIG. 38a, the adjustment portion 320 protrudes 
laterally outward beyond one or both lateral sides of the 
support member 12D. In certain variants, a majority of the 
surface area of the adjustment portion320 can be obscured by 
the support member 12D from a front elevation view. In some 
embodiments, the ratio of the maximum outside diameter 
MOD of the adjustment portion 320 to the lateral width W of 
the support member 12D is at least about: 1.005, 1.01, 1.05, 
1.07, 1.09, 1.10, 1.20, values between the aforementioned 
values, or other values. In some embodiments, the adjustment 
portion 320 can rotate about an axis that is generally parallel 
with an axis that passes through front and rear walls of the 
Support member 12D. In some variants, the adjustment por 
tion320 can rotate about an axis that is generally perpendicu 
lar with a longitudinal (e.g., vertical) axis of the Support 
member 12D and/or generally perpendicular with a lateral 
(e.g., side-to-side) axis of the Support member 12D. 
(0169. As shown in FIGS.38a and 39, the adjustment por 
tion 320 can include gripping features, such as ribs, ridges, 
knurling, etc. In some variants, only the gripping features 
extend outward of the lateral width of the support member 
12D. In certain implementations, the ratio of the nominal 
outside diameter NOD (e.g., not including the gripping fea 
tures) of the adjustment portion 320 to the lateral width W of 
the support member 12D is at least about: 1.01, 1.02, 1.04. 
1.06, 1.10, 1.20, values between the aforementioned values, 
or other values. 

(0170. As shown in FIG. 39, the support member 12D can 
include an engaging portion 12Da, such as a track. In some 
embodiments, the engaging portion extends generally paral 
lel with a longitudinal axis of the support member 12D. In 
certain variants, the engaging portion 12Da is on a rear of the 
Support member 12D and/or is generally or completely 
obscured from view from a front elevation and/or side eleva 
tion Vantage point. The engaging portion 12Da can be con 
figured to engage with the clamping mechanism 14D, as is 
discussed in more detail below. 
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0171 An example of the clamping mechanism 14D is 
illustrated in FIGS. 40a-40c. The clamping mechanism 14D 
can include the adjustment portion320, such as a dial or lever, 
and a base portion 322. The base portion 322 can include have 
upper and lower shoulders 22Da, 22Db, such as rounded 
portions that are shaped to receive cross members 30D of the 
shelf 16D. The base portion 322 can include an engaging 
portion 324. Such as a projection or rail, which can include a 
laterally extending flange 324a. As shown, the clamping 
mechanism 14D can include securing members. Such as a bolt 
326 and nut 328. In some implementations, the adjustment 
portion 320 is rigidly connected with the bolt 326 and/or the 
clamping mechanism 14D is configured Such that rotation of 
the adjustment portion 320 moves the bolt 326 relative to the 
nut 328. AS is also shown, Some embodiments include indicia, 
Such an indicator (e.g., a symbol and/or an arrow) of a direc 
tion to actuate the adjustment portion320 to secure the clamp 
ing mechanism 14D. 
0172 Certain interactions between the clamping mecha 
nism 14D and the support member 12D are shown in the 
cross-sectional views of FIGS. 41, 41b, and 42. As shown, the 
engaging portion 324 (e.g., rail) of the base portion 322 of the 
clamping mechanism 14D is configured to engage with (e.g., 
be received in) the engaging portion 12Da (e.g., track) of the 
support member 12D. As also shown, the flange 324a of the 
engaging portion 324 can engage a corresponding flange 
12Db of the support member 12D, which can inhibit or pre 
vent the clamping mechanism 14D from disengaging from 
the track 12Da. In some embodiments, the engaging portions 
12Da, 324 have corresponding cross-sectional shapes. For 
example, both can have a generally "T"-shaped cross section 
(e.g., a shape with an outline comprising two generally per 
pendicular portions). 
0173 The shower caddy 10D can be configured such that 
actuating (e.g., rotating) the adjustment portion 320 (e.g., 
dial) secures the clamping mechanism 14D and/or the shelf 
16D to the support member 12D. For example, in the embodi 
ment illustrated, rotation of the dial 320 tightens the bolt 326 
in the nut 328, which results in force being applied from the 
dial 320 to the base portion 322. The force is applied through 
the flange 324a of base portion 322 and against the corre 
sponding flange 12Db of the support member 12D, thereby 
clamping the clamping mechanism 14D and/or the shelf 16D 
to the Support member 12D. In some implementations, a 
portion of the force is applied from the base portion 322. 
through the support 30D of the shelf 16D, and against a rear 
wall of the support member 12D. This can facilitate securing 
the shelf 16D to the support member 12D, such as by clamp 
ing the support 30D of the shelf 16D between the support 
member 12D and the base portion 322 of the clamping 
mechanism 14D. 

0.174. The shower caddy 10D can be configured such that 
the clamping mechanism 14D can be loosened to allow 
adjustment. For example, actuation of the adjustment portion 
320 (e.g., dial) can be reversed (e.g., rotated in the opposite 
direction) to decrease or remove the securement of the clamp 
ing mechanism 14D and/or the shelf 16D to the support 
member 12D. In some embodiments, in the loosened state, 
the clamping mechanism 14D and the shelf 16D can move 
relative to the support member 12D. For example, the clamp 
ing mechanism 14D can slide generally vertically along the 
track 12Da. In certain implementations, in the loosened State, 
the shelf 16D can move relative to the clamping mechanism 
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14D and the support member 12D, such as by the supports 
30D sliding generally horizontally along the shoulders 22Da, 
22Db. 

FIGS. 43-46a 

(0175 FIGS. 43-46a illustrate another embodiment of a 
shower caddy 10E. In many respects, the shower caddy 10E 
resembles or is identical to any of the shower caddies 10-10D 
discussed above. Components of the shower caddy 10E that 
are the same or similar to the corresponding components of 
the shower caddy 10, 10A, 10B, 10C, and/or 10D are identi 
fied below with the same reference numerals except that a 
letter “E” has been added thereto. The shower caddy 10E can 
include one, some, or all of the features of the shower caddy 
10, 10A, 10B, 10C, and/or 10D, including all combinations 
and Sub-combinations. Any component or step disclosed in 
any embodiment in this specification can be used in any other 
embodiment. 
0176 The shower caddy 10E can include an elongated 
support member 12E and at least one shelf16E. As shown, the 
Support member 12E can include an engaging portion 12Ea. 
Such as a groove or track. Some embodiments of the shower 
caddy 10E have an openable loop mechanism 18E. that is 
configured to support the weight of the shower caddy 10E, 
Such as from a shower head (not shown) or a pipe leading to 
a shower head. Certain embodiments have an attachment 
mechanism 92E that is configured to secure the shower caddy 
10E to a shower wall. Some embodiments include a container 
210E, which can be connected with a support structure 214E 
that is engaged with the shelf 16E. In certain embodiments, 
the Support member 12E can telescope. For example, Support 
member 12E can include a first (e.g., outer) portion 12E and 
a second (e.g., inner) portion 12E" that can be received in, and 
slide relative to, the outer portion 12E. 
0177. In some embodiments, the shower caddy 10E 
includes a length adjustment assembly 330. The length 
adjustment assembly 330 can be configured to adjust the 
length of the support member 12E. As shown in FIG. 46a, the 
length adjustment assembly 330 can include an actuation 
member 332, such as a rocking and/or depressible element 
(e.g., a button). The actuation member 332 can include a first 
end 334, a second end 336, and a body 338. The first end 334 
can be biased by a biasing member (e.g., a spring) 340. The 
second end 336 can connect with a projection or elongate 
member, such as a pin 342. The body 338 can be pivotably 
connected with a pivot element 344 (e.g., a pin), which can be 
connected with the support member 12E. 
0.178 As shown, in a non-actuated state, the pin 342 can be 
engaged with an opening 346 in the second portion 12E" of 
the support member 12E. This can provide an interference 
that secures the portions 12E. 12E" of the support member 
12E relative to each other, which can inhibit or prevent the 
portions 12E. 12E" from translating relative to each other 
and/or can aid in maintaining a desired length of the Support 
member 12E. In various embodiments, maintaining the pin 
342 in the opening 346 is aided by the bias of the biasing 
member 340. For example, the biasing member 340 can apply 
rearward force to the first end 334 of the actuation member 
332, which the pivot 344 translates into frontward force on the 
second end 336 and the pin 342, thereby pressing the pin 342 
toward the front of the caddy 10E and/or further into the 
opening 346. 
0179. In some embodiments, the length of the support 
member 12E can be adjusted by actuating the actuating mem 
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ber 332, such as by frontwardly depressing the first end 334 of 
the actuation member 332. This can move the first end 334 
against the bias of the biasing member 340 and/or can pivot 
the actuation member 332 about the pivot element 344, which 
in turn can move the second end 336 and the pin 342 rear 
wardly. In some embodiments, such movement of the pin 342 
disengages the pin 342 from the opening 346 in the second 
portion 12E" of the support member 12E. This can allow the 
second portion 12E" to slide relative to the first portion 12E. 
thereby allowing a change in the length of the Support mem 
ber 12E. In some embodiments, the second portion 12E" 
includes a plurality of the openings 346 along its length. This 
can allow a user to select and set a variety of lengths for the 
support member 12E. In various embodiments, after the actu 
ating member 332 is released, the bias of the biasing member 
340 pushes the pin 342 into the opening 346, thereby rese 
curing the portions 12E. 12E" of the support member 12E 
relative to each other. 

0180. In some embodiments, the length adjustment 
assembly 330 is similar or identical in structure and/or opera 
tion to the clamping mechanism 14D discussed above. The 
length adjustment assembly 330 can include any one, or any 
combination, of the features of the clamping mechanism.14D. 
In certain implementations, the actuation member 332 of the 
length adjustment assembly 330 includes a rotatable member, 
Such as a dial. The dial can be configured to allow a user to 
vary the length of the support member 12E and/or to maintain 
a desired length of the support member 12E. For example, the 
dial can be configured to adjust the ability of the portions 
12E', 12E" to move (e.g., slide) relative to each other, such as 
by increasing or decreasing the amount of friction on one or 
both of the portions 12E', 12E". In certain variants, the dial 
connects with a threaded member, Such as a screw, that can be 
adjusted to increase or decrease the amount of friction on a 
flange or other surface of one or both of the portions 12E. 
12E". In various embodiments, the actuation member 332 is 
on the rear of the shower caddy 10E and/or is generally 
obscured from the vantage of a front elevation view of the 
shower caddy 10E. In some embodiments, the actuation 
member 332 extends laterally outward of one or both lateral 
sides of the support member 12E. Certain Terminology 
0181 Terms of orientation used herein, such as “top.” 
“bottom.” “horizontal,” “vertical,” “longitudinal,” “lateral.” 
and “end” are used in the context of the illustrated embodi 
ments. However, this disclosure should not be limited to the 
illustrated orientation. Other orientations are possible and are 
within the scope of this disclosure. 
0182 Terms relating to circular shapes as used herein, 
Such as diameter or radius, should be understood not to 
require perfect circular structures, but rather should be 
applied to any suitable structure with a cross-sectional region 
that can be measured from side-to-side. Terms relating to 
shapes generally, such as “circular” or “cylindrical or “semi 
circular or “semi-cylindrical' or any related or similar terms, 
are not required to conform strictly to the mathematical defi 
nitions of circles or cylinders or other structures, but can 
encompass structures that are reasonably close approxima 
tions. 

0183 Conditional language, such as “can.” “could.” 
“might,” or “may.” unless specifically stated otherwise, or 
otherwise understood within the context as used, is generally 
intended to convey that certain embodiments include or do 
not include, certain features, elements, and/or steps. Thus, 
Such conditional language is not generally intended to imply 



US 2015/0257533 A1 

that features, elements, and/or steps are in any way required 
for one or more embodiments. 
0184 Conjunctive language. Such as the phrase “at least 
one of X, Y, and Z. unless specifically stated otherwise, is 
otherwise understood with the context as used in general to 
convey that an item, term, etc. may be either X, Y, or Z. Thus, 
Such conjunctive language is not generally intended to imply 
that certain embodiments require the presence of at least one 
of X, at least one ofY, and at least one of Z. 
0185. The terms “approximately.” “about and “substan 

tially as used herein represent an amount close to the stated 
amount that still performs a desired function or achieves a 
desired result. For example, in some embodiments, as the 
context may dictate, the terms “approximately”, “about', and 
“substantially” may refer to an amount that is within less than 
or equal to 10% of the stated amount. The term “generally’ as 
used herein represents a value, amount, or characteristic that 
predominantly includes or tends toward a particular value, 
amount, or characteristic. For example, in certain embodi 
ments, as the context may dictate, the term “generally paral 
lel can refer to something that departs from exactly parallel 
by less than or equal to 20 degrees and the term 'generally 
perpendicular can refer to something that departs from 
exactly perpendicular by less than or equal to 20 degrees. 
0186. Unless otherwise explicitly stated, articles such as 
“a” or “an should generally be interpreted to include one or 
more described items. Accordingly, phrases such as “a device 
configured to are intended to include one or more recited 
devices. Such one or more recited devices can also be collec 
tively configured to carry out the stated recitations. For 
example, "a device configured to carry out recitations A, B, 
and C can include a first device configured to carry out 
recitation A working in conjunction with a second device 
configured to carry out recitations B and C. 
0187. The terms “comprising.” “including.” “having, and 
the like are synonymous and are used inclusively, in an open 
ended fashion, and do not exclude additional elements, fea 
tures, acts, operations, and so forth. Likewise, the terms 

"certain, and the like are synonymous and are used 'some, 
in an open-ended fashion. Also, the term 'or' is used in its 
inclusive sense (and not in its exclusive sense) so that when 
used, for example, to connect a list of elements, the term 'or' 
means one, Some, or all of the elements in the list. 
0188 Overall, the language of the claims is to be inter 
preted broadly based on the language employed in the claims. 
The language of the claims is not to be limited to the non 
exclusive embodiments and examples that are illustrated and 
described in this disclosure, or that are discussed during the 
prosecution of the application. 

SUMMARY 

0189 Various shelving systems have been disclosed. 
Although the shelving systems have been disclosed in the 
context of certain embodiments and examples (e.g., the 
shower caddies 10-10E), the shelving systems extend beyond 
the specifically disclosed embodiments to other alternative 
embodiments and/or uses of the embodiments and certain 
modifications and equivalents thereof. For example, although 
the illustrated embodiment of the shower caddies have two or 
three shelves, the shower caddy may have only one shelf, 
more than three shelves, or even no shelves. As another 
example, although the illustrated embodiments have shelves 
having certain configurations, the shelves may have different 
configurations. Various features and aspects of the disclosed 
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embodiments can be combined with or substituted for one 
another in order to form varying modes of the conveyor. The 
scope of this disclosure should not be limited by the particular 
disclosed embodiments described herein. 

0.190 Certain features that are described in this disclosure 
in the context of separate implementations can also be imple 
mented in combination in a single implementation. Con 
versely, various features that are described in the context of a 
single implementation can also be implemented in multiple 
implementations separately or in any suitable Subcombina 
tion. Although features may be described above as acting in 
certain combinations, one or more features from a claimed 
combination can, in Some cases, be excised from the combi 
nation, and the combination may be claimed as any Subcom 
bination or variation of any Subcombination. 
(0191 Some embodiments have been described in connec 
tion with the accompanying drawings. The figures are drawn 
to scale, but Such scale should not be limiting, since dimen 
sions and proportions other than what are shown are contem 
plated and are within the scope of the disclosed invention. 
Distances, angles, etc. are merely illustrative and do not nec 
essarily bear an exact relationship to actual dimensions and 
layout of the devices illustrated. Components can be added, 
removed, and/or rearranged. Further, the disclosure herein of 
any particular feature, aspect, method, property, characteris 
tic, quality, attribute, element, or the like in connection with 
various embodiments can be used in all other embodiments 
set forth herein. Additionally, it will be recognized that any 
methods described herein may be practiced using any device 
suitable for performing the recited steps. 
0.192 In summary, various embodiments and examples of 
shelving systems have been disclosed. Although the shelving 
systems have been disclosed in the context of those embodi 
ments and examples, this disclosure extends beyond the spe 
cifically disclosed embodiments to other alternative embodi 
ments and/or other uses of the embodiments, as well as to 
certain modifications and equivalents thereof. This disclosure 
expressly contemplates that various features and aspects of 
the disclosed embodiments can be combined with, or substi 
tuted for, one another. Accordingly, the scope of this disclo 
sure should not be limited by the particular disclosed embodi 
ments described above, but should be determined only by a 
fair reading of the claims that follow. 
The following is claimed: 
1. A shower caddy having alongitudinal axis, a lateral axis, 

and a front-to-rear axis, the shower caddy comprising: 
a connection mechanism configured to couple with a pipe 

and to support the weight of the shower caddy from the 
pipe; 

an elongate Support member connected with the connec 
tion mechanism and extending downward from the con 
nection mechanism along the longitudinal axis, the elon 
gate Support member having a front wall, rear wall, and 
lateral sidewalls, the rear wall including a track that 
extends generally parallel with the longitudinal axis; 

a shelf comprising a shelving area configured to Support 
bathing implements, the shelf coupled with the elongate 
Support member via a clamping mechanism; 

the clamping mechanism positioned on the rear of the 
shower caddy and comprising: 
a dial configured to rotate about an axis that is generally 

parallel with the front-to-rear axis of the shower 
caddy; and 
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a body portion comprising a rail that is received in the 
track in the rear wall of the elongate Support member, 
the rail configured to apply pressure to the track; and 

the clamping mechanism configured to be: 
rotated in a first direction to increase the amount of 

pressure applied by the rail to the track to put the 
clamping mechanism in a tightened State, thereby ren 
dering the shelf generally fixed with respect to the 
Support member; and 

rotated in a second direction to decrease the amount of 
pressure applied by the rail to the track to put the 
clamping mechanism in a loosened State, thereby 
enabling the shelf to be moved in a direction generally 
parallel with the longitudinal axis and in a direction 
generally parallel with the lateral axis of the shower 
caddy. 

2. The shower caddy of claim 1, wherein the rail and the 
track have Substantially corresponding cross-sectional 
shapes. 

3. The shower caddy of claim 1, wherein the adjustment 
portion extends laterally outward of the elongate Support 
member. 

4. The shower caddy of claim 1, wherein the adjustment 
portion has a maximum outside diameter, the elongate Sup 
port member has a lateral width, and the ratio of the maximum 
outside diameter to the lateral width is at least about 1.05. 

5. The shower caddy of claim 1, wherein the adjustment 
portion has a nominal outside diameter, the elongate Support 
member has a lateral width, and the ratio of the nominal 
outside diameter to the lateral width is at least about 1.02. 

6. The shower caddy of claim 1, wherein the clamping 
mechanism does not extend into the shelving area. 

7. The shower caddy of claim 1, wherein the clamping 
mechanism is substantially obscured from view from a front 
elevation view of the shower caddy. 

8. An adjustable bathroom shelving system comprising: 
an elongate Support member having a front wall, a rear 

wall, and lateral sidewalls, the rear wall including a first 
engaging portion; 

a clamping mechanism having an adjustment portion and a 
body portion, wherein: 
the adjustment portion configured to enable a user to 

selectively move the clamping mechanism between 
secured and unsecured States; and 

the body portion having a second engaging portion, the 
Second engaging portion matingly engaged with the 
first engaging portion and configured such that: 
when the clamping mechanism is in the Secured State, 

the clamping mechanism is generally rigidly 
secured with the elongate Support member; and 

when the clamping mechanism is in the unsecured 
state, the clamping mechanism is slidable along the 
first engaging portion of the rear wall of the elon 
gate Support member; and 

a shelf coupled with the clamping mechanism and on the 
front wall of the elongate support member, the shelf 
comprising a shelving area configured to Support bath 
ing implements. 

9. The shelving system of claim 8, wherein the first engag 
ing portion comprises a track in the elongate Support member 
and the second engaging portion comprises a projection on 
the body portion. 

10. The shelving system of claim8, wherein the adjustment 
portion comprises a rotatable dial. 
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11. The shelving system of claim 8, wherein the clamping 
mechanism does not engage with the front wall of the elon 
gate Support member. 

12. The shelving system of claim 8, wherein the first engag 
ing portion and the second engaging portion have correspond 
ing cross-sectional shapes. 

13. The shelving system of claim 12, the first engaging 
portion and the second engaging portion have generally 'T'- 
shaped cross-sectional shapes. 

14. The shelving system of claim8, wherein the adjustment 
portion extends laterally outward of the elongate Support 
member. 

15. The shelving system of claim 8, wherein the clamping 
mechanism does not extend into the shelving area. 

16. The shelving system of claim 8, wherein the clamping 
mechanism is substantially obscured from view from a front 
elevation view of the shower caddy. 

17. The shelving system of claim 8, wherein, from a front 
elevation view of the shower caddy, at least about 95% of the 
total Surface area of the adjustment portion is obscured from 
view. 

18. The shelving system of claim 8, wherein the support 
member further comprises: 

an outer portion; 
an inner portion received in, and configured to slide relative 

to, the outer portion; and 
a length adjustment mechanism comprising actuator, the 

length adjustment mechanism configured such that 
actuation of the actuator removes an interference 
between the outer an inner portions, thereby enabling the 
inner and outer portions to slide relative to each other to 
facilitate changing of the length of the Support member. 

19. The shelving system of claim 18, wherein the actuator 
comprises a button biased by a spring. 

20. The shelving system of claim 8, further comprising a 
divider assembly comprising: 

a Support structure secured to the shelf, and 
a rotatable divider configured to rotatably engage the Sup 

port structure and to move between a retracted position 
and an extended position; 

wherein, in the extended position, the rotatable divider, the 
Support structure, and the shelf form an enclosure for 
holding bathing implements. 

21. The shelving system of claim 20, wherein the rotatable 
divider comprises three sections, each extending along a 
plane, the planes of the first and third sections being generally 
parallel to each other, the plane of the second section being 
generally perpendicular to the planes of the first and third 
sections. 

22. The shelving system of claim 20, wherein the support 
structure comprises at least one detent configured to Support 
the rotatable divider when the rotatable divider is in the 
extended position. 

23. The shelving system of claim 8, further comprising an 
expandable container secured to the shelf, the expandable 
container comprising: 

an internal space for receiving and storing bathing imple 
ments; 

a top end with an opening configured to allow bathing 
implements to be inserted into the space; and 

a bottom end configured to resiliently move between a 
collapsed position and an expanded position; 



US 2015/0257533 A1 

wherein the height of the container is greater when the 
container is in the expanded position than when the 
container is in the collapsed position. 

24. The shelving system of claim 23, wherein the expand 
able bottom portion comprises baffles and is configured to 
move between the expanded and collapsed positions in an 
accordion-like manner. 

25. The shelving system of claim 23, wherein the expand 
able bottom end comprises at least one of a thermoplastic 
material, a silicone material, or a rubber material. 

26. The shelving system of claim 23, further comprising a 
generally vertical wall that divides a portion of the internal 
space of the expandable container. 

27. The shelving system of claim 8, wherein the shelving 
system is a shower caddy. 

28. The shelving system of claim 8, further comprising an 
openable loop mechanism at an upper end of the elongate 
Support member, the openable loop mechanism configured to 
engage a pipe to enable the shelving system to hang from the 
p1pe. 

29. A method of manufacturing a shower caddy, the 
method comprising: 

obtaining an elongate Support member having a front wall, 
a rear wall, and lateral sidewalls, the rear wall compris 
ing a longitudinally extending track with a flange; 

obtaining a clamping mechanism having an adjustment 
portion and a body portion, the body portion comprising 
a rail with a flange; 

engaging the clamping mechanism with a Support member 
of a shelf, the shelf comprising a shelving area config 
ured to Support bathing implements; 
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receiving the rail of the clamping mechanism in the longi 
tudinally extending track in the rear wall of the elongate 
Support member, and 

either: 
adjusting the adjustment portion of the clamping mecha 

nism until the flange of the rail of the body portion of 
the clamping mechanism applies sufficient force to 
the flange of the longitudinally extending track of the 
elongate Support member Such that the clamping 
mechanism and the shelfare fixed with respect to the 
elongate Support member, or 

adjusting the adjustment portion of the clamping mecha 
nism until the flange of the rail of the body portion of 
the clamping mechanism applies Substantially no 
force to the flange of the longitudinally extending 
track of the elongate Support member, thereby 
enabling the shelf to be moved in a direction generally 
parallel with a longitudinal axis of the shower caddy 
and in a direction generally parallel with a lateral axis 
of the shower caddy. 

30. The method of claim 29, wherein adjusting the adjust 
ment portion of the clamping mechanism comprising rotating 
the adjustment portion about an axis that is generally parallel 
with a front-to-rear axis of the shower caddy. 

31. The method of claim 29, wherein adjusting the adjust 
ment portion of the clamping mechanism does not include 
flipping a lever. 

32. The method of claim 29, wherein adjusting the adjust 
ment portion of the clamping mechanism does not include 
extending the adjustment portion into the shelving area. 
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