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To all, whom it 7ay concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAMA. PRESTON, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Fort 
Branch, in the county of Gibson and State of 
Indiana, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Nut-Locks, of which the 
following is a specification, reference being 
had therein to the accompanying drawings, in 
which 

Figure 1 represents a side elevation of the 
adjacent ends of two railroad-rails connected 
together in the usual manner with fish-plates 
and bolts and nuts, the nuts being effectually 
prevented from unscrewing or loosening by 
my improved devices; Fig. 2, a transverse sec 
tional view taken on the line ac a' of Fig. 5; 
Fig. 3, a detail perspective view of one end 
of the main or inner bar; Fig. 4, a similar view 
of a portion of the inner bar; Fig. 5, a hori 
Zontal sectional view of Fig. 1; Fig. 6, a de 
tail perspective view of the main bar; Fig. 7, 
a similar view of the main locking-bar; Fig. 
8, a similar view of the interposed plate; and 
Fig. 9, a similar view of the supplementallock 
ing-bar. 
The invention has for its object the pro 

vision of means for effectually locking the 
nuts employed in rail-joints, whereby the con 
stant jar and vibration caused by the rolling 
stock passing over the rails will be prevented 
from unscrewing the nuts, as will more fully 
hereinafter appear. 
The invention consists in certain novel fea 

tures of construction and arrangement of parts 
that will be fully hereinafter described, and 
pointed out in the claim appended. 

Referring to the annexed drawings, the let 
ter. A designates the rails; B B, the connect 
ing fish-plates; C, the connecting-bolts, and 
D the nuts on the bolts, these parts all being 
arranged and constructed in the usual and 
well-known manner. Between the nuts D and 
the adjacent fish-plate is clamped a bar E, 
this bar being provided with holes for the 
passage of the bolts. This bar E is provided 
at its ends with box-loops F. F", the former 
being provided with holes for the passage of 
a vertical confining-pin C, and the latter with 
a stop a?, for the purpose hereinafter described. 
The confining-pin is held in place and pre 
vented from being accidently displaced by 

means of a small split pin b, passed through 
an aperture in its lower end. Confined to the 
face of the inner bar E by means of the loops 
F is the main locking-bar G, provided With 
four longitudinal slots for the reception of 
the main nuts D, these slots being approxi 
mately the same width as the nuts to prevent 
the same turning while the bar is in place. 
The ends of the locking-bar set in the loops 
F, and the bar is held therein by means of the 
confining-pin a, the stop a' preventing the 
bar moving in the other direction. When 
this mainlocking-bar is thus secured remova 
bly in place, it is evident that the nuts will be 
prevented from unscrewing or loosening pre 
maturely. When it is desired to remove the 
locking-bar, it is simply necessary to withdraw 
the confining-pin a, and then slide the bar to 
the left a sufficient distance to free its other 
end from the box-loop F", the slots in the bar 
being long enough to permit this to be done. 
As will be observed, the left-hand ends of the 
inner bar and main locking-bar are reduced, 
in order that the confining-pin a will not in 
terfere with the base of the rail. 
The mainlocking-bar is provided with loops 

H H', similar in construction to the above 
mentioned loops F F-that is to Say, the 
former is provided with holes for the passage 
of the confining-pin c, and the latter with a 
stop c', as shown. These loops are, in a simi 
lar manner to the loops FF', adapted to hold 
in place a shorter supplementallocking-bar I, 
which is also provided with longitudinal slots, 
which embrace two supplemental nuts D'D', 
screwed upon the two middlebolts C and pre 
vent the latter unscrewing. 
mental locking-bar is removed in the same 
manner as the main locking-bar. Clamped 
between the adjacent faces of the two lock 
ing-bars and between the main and supple 
mental nuts D'D' is a flat metallic plate J, 
which is provided with holes for the passage 
of the two middle bolts C. C. This supple 
mental bar and metallic plate serve to pre 
vent the main locking-bar from springing Or. 
bulging outward. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 
The combination of the rails, the fish-plates, 
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the connecting-bolts provided with nuts D, a nuts D', for clamping this plate against the 
bar E, clamped to the face of one of the fish-face of bar G, a supplemental bar I, held re 
plates and provided with loops F. F., the lat- movably against the plate J by the loops H 15 

ster loop carrying a stop a? and the former a re- H' and provided with slots for the reception 
5 movable pin C, a main locking-bar G, held re- of the nuts D', as and for the purpose set forth. 
movably against the face of the said bar Eby In testimony whereof Iaffix my signature in 
means of the loops FF', and provided with presence of two witnesses. 
loops H H and longitudinal slots for the re 
ception of the nuts D, the said loops H. H’ be- WILLIAM A. PRESTON. 

Io ing provided, respectively, with a removable Witnesses: 
pin and a stop, a plate J, placed against the WALTER E. BELL, 
face of the bar G between the loops H H', JOHN JONES. 
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