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To all whom it-may concern: -

‘Be it known that I, Berrranp L. SmiTs,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Cincinnati, in the county of Hamilton and
State of Ohio, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Mail-Bag Fas-
teners, of which the following is a specifica-
tion, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings. -

This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in mail bag fasteners and it is an ob-
ject of the inventlon to provide a novel and
improved device of this general character
comprising two members joined together to
open and close and provided with means for
gripping a cord together with means car-
ried by both of said members for locking the
same in closed or gripping position and
thereby avoiding the use of a separate lock-
ing device as is now generally employed.

1t is also an object of the invention to
provide a novel and improved device of this
general character comprising two members
joined together to open and close and pro-
vided with means for gripping a cord and
wherein both of said members are provided
with coacting means operating automati-
cally to lock or hold the members in closed
or gripping position. _

The invention consists in the details of
construction and in the combination and
arrangement of the several parts of my im-
proved mail bag fastener whereby certain
mmportant advantages are attained and the
device rendered simpler, less expensive and
otherwise more convenient and advantageous
for use, as will be hereinafter more fully
set forth.

The novel features of my invention will
hereinafter be definitely claimed.

In order that my invention may be the
better understood, I will now proceed to
describe the same with reference to the ac-
companying drawings, wherein :—

Figure 1 is a view in side elevation illus-
trating a mail bag fastener constructed in
accordance with an embodiment of my in-
vention; with the members in locking po-
sition; ,

Tigure 2 is a longitudinal sectional view
taken through the structure as illustrated in
Figure 1 with the cord in elevation;

Figure 3 is a view in top plan of the de-
vice as herein disclosed with the hasp or
lever in open position;
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Figuré 4 is a sectional view taken substan-

tially on the line 4—4 of Figure 2;
Figure 5 is an elevational view of a key

_for use in connection with the device as here-

in disclosed. , ) .

"As disclosed in the accompanying draw-
ings, my improved fastener comprises a base
or plate 1 of desired length and which is
provided along its longitudinal margins
with the inturned flanges 2 whereby said
base or plate 1 serves as a holder for a des-
tination slip or the like.” One end portion
of the base or plate 1 is provided with a
keeper 8 through which .the tie cord is
adapted to.be threaded in a well-known
manner. :

Secured to the opposite end portion.of
the base or plate 1.1s the plate 4 provided
with a pair of transversely spaced ears
between which is pivotally engaged, as at

"6, an end portion of a cord hasp or lever 7

provided adjacent to its hinged portion with

‘the projection 8 to facilitate the clamping
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action of the hasp.or lever upon the cord. -

To further facilitate this action the plate 4

80

1s provided with a pair of longitudinally

spaced and transversely disposed ribs 9 be-.

tween which the projection 8 has clamping
action upon the cord. To further facilitate
this locking action the outer end of the plate

4-is provided with an upstanding flange 10, -

The hasp or lever 7 constitutes a housing
or casing having its inner wall provided
with an opening 11 through which 1s adapt-
ed to extend a shank 12 carried by the base
or plate 1. when the hasp or lever 7 is moved
toward sald base or plate 1 to have clamp-
ing action upon the eord.

Carried by the outer wall of the hasp or

lever 7 and disposed within the housing is-

a spring latch 14 which is adapted to en-

"gage a laterally disposed  lug or. shoulder

15 carried by the outer end of the shank 12
whereby the hasp or lever 7 and the base or
plate 1 are locked against relative separat-
ing movement and with the cord firmly
clamped therebetween.

A side wall of the hasp or lever 7 is pro-
vided with an opening 16 through which is
adapted to be inserted a blade key 17 or the
like whereupon upon proper rotation of
such key the spring latch 14 will be moved
out of engagement with the shoulder or lug
15 to permit relative separating movement
between the base or plate 1 and the-hasp or
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lever 7 in order to free or disengage the
cord.

From the foregoing description: it is
thought to be obvious that a mail bag fas-
tener constructed in accordance with my in-

vention is particularly well adapted for use

by reason of the convenience and facility
with which it may be assembled and oper=
ated, and it will also be obvious that my in-
vention is susceptible of some change and
modification. without departing from the

principles and. spirit thereof and for this.

reason. I do not wish to be understood as
limiting myself to the precise arrangement
and formation of the several parts herein
shown in carrying out my invention in prac-
tice except as hereinafter claimed.

I claim :— :

1. A mail bag fastener comprising two
members: connected for relative movement
into open and closed position, said members
being provided with means to clamp a cord
therebetween, one of said members constitut-
ing a housing provided with an opening in a
wall thereof, a spring latch arranged within

said housing, and a shank carried by the.

second member and passing within the hous-
ing through: the opening in the wall thereof
when said members are in closed position,
said shank being provided with a shoulder
with which the latch engages to hold said
members in closed position.

2. A mail bag- fastener comprising two
members connected for relative movement
into open and closed position, said members
being provided with means to clamp a cord
thereébetween, one of said members consti-
tuting a housing provided with an opening

in 2 wall thereof, a spring lateh arranged

within said housing, a shank carried By the
second member and. passing within the hous-
ing through the opening in the wall thereof
when- said members are in closed position,
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said shank being provided with a shoulder

with which the latch engages to hold said 4

members in closed position, and means for
disengaging the latch from the shoulder to
permit relative opening movement of the
members.

3. A mail bag fastener comprising two
members connected for relative movement
into open and closed position, said members
being provided with means to clamp a cord
therebetween, one of said members consti-
tuting: a housing provided with an. opening
in. a wall thereof, a spring latch arranged
within said housing, and a shank carried
by the. second member and. passing within
the housing through the opening in the wall
thereof when said members are in closed po-
sition, said shank being provided with a
shoulder with which the latch engages to
hold said members in closed position, said
latch being carried by the wall of the hous-
ing opposed to the wall provided with the
opening.

4. A mail bag fastener comprising two
members. connected for relative movement
into open and closed position, said members
being provided with means to clamp a cord
therebetween, one. of said members consti-
tuting a_housing provided: with an. opening
in a wall thereof, a spring latch arranged
within said housing, and a shank carried by
the second member and passing within the
housing through the opening in the wall
thereof when said. members. are in closed
position, said shank being provided with a
shoulder with which the latech engages to
hold said’ members in closed. position, said
shoulder of the shank being disposed lat-
erally of said shank:

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my
signature. . '

BERTRAND T.. SMITIL
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