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Our invention relates to a laundry marking 
machine and more particularly to a machine for 
printing on laundry with in Visible ink. 
An important object of the in Vention is to pl'O- 

Vide a machine that is equipped to mark laundry 
imVisibly with any letter of the alphabet and any 
nümber, in a side-by-Side Series, 
The marking machines heretofore employed 

have been quite limited in the Variety. in the let 
ters and numbers that could be marked on laun 
dry, with the result that the latindries using Such 
machines had to change the long Standing markS 
t1Sed by their CuStomers. It is an object of Our 
in Vention to prOVide a machine that will enable 
laundry men t0 a'Void mutilating or changing Old 
marks and Still be able to in Visibly mark the 
laundry. \ 

By the present in Vention it is possible for laun 
dries to maintain Card indexes of CLISt:OInel'S” 
laundry marks without changing the marks, 
whereby the owners of any Stray articles in the 
plant may be found, Since more tham one mark 
is not used for any customer, with the present 
deVice. It is also of Value to police departmentS, 
for identification purposes that only one mark 
be used for a particular customer, irrespective 
of whether the marking is Visible 01' in Visible. 
The im Vention also has for its Objects to pr0 

Vide positiveness in operation, Con Venience in 
uSe, improved structure, greater Variety of mark 
ing Symbols, relative simplicity and greater gen 
eral efficienCy. 
The invention also comprises novel details of 

construction and novel combinations and ar 
rangements of parts, which will more fully ap 
pear in the course of the following description. 
However, the drawings merely show and the fol 
lowing description merely describes One embodi 
ment of the present invention, which is giVen by 
way of illustration or example Orily. 
In the drawings, like reference characters 

designate similar parts in the Several VieWS. 
Figure 1 is a vertical section through an ern 

bodiment of the invention taken on the line #- 
of Figure 2. 
Figure 2 is a horizontal section taken on the 

line 2-2 of Figure 1. 
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Figure 6 is a broken, plan view of linked print 
ling type COmprised in the invention. 

Figure 7 is a broken elevation of manual con 
trol means comprised in the invention, taken on 
the line T-T of Figure 8. 
Figure 8 is a broken Section taken on the lime 

8-8 of Figure 7. • • 
Referring more in detail to the drawings, the 

reference number 12 comprises a housing for 
the printing mechanism comprised in the pres 
ent apparatus. This housing has a flat top 13 
upOn which may be placed a listing machine #4 
Or any other mechanism useful in a laundry. 
The housing f2. has an opening f5 through 

Which may be fed material f6 that is to be 
Imarked with a laundry mark. The material {6 
is placed on a cushion-rubber platen II for print 
?ng by mechanism hereinafter more fully de 
Scribed. The platen it is mounted on a base 
member f8 Supported by a suitable Standard [9. 
Suitable motor means is connected to drive a 

belt 20, which in turn drives a sheave 2?. The 
SheaVe is loose on shaft 22. A. cone clutch 24 is 
Slidably keyed to the shaft 22, ... to drive same. 
The COnical face of the clutch 24 frictionally 
drives the Sheave 2! when the clutch is moved 
Înto engagement therewith. A spool 26 is inte 
gral With the clutch 24, whereby the clutch may 

. be withdrawn from its operative position in en 
gagement with the Sheave 2!... ; 
, A rocker 27 is pivotally supported on a bracket 
28 On a pin 29. The rocker has fingers 30 that 
fit in the Spool 26 and when actuated move the 
Clutch to and from an operative position with 
relation to the Shea Ve. \ 
Manual Control means for the rocker 2? com 

prises a Shaft 3 l mounted in brackets 32 on the 
housing I2. A crank arm 33 is pivotally con 
nected with a pin 34 on the rocker 21. • 
The OppOSite end of the shaft 3 has a crank 

arra 39 that is connected by means of a link 
36 to a manual control handle 37 fulcrumed at 
35. A. Spring 38 tends to move the handle 31 to 
the broken line position shown in Figure 7. when 
the handle 31 is depressed to its full line posi 

... tion, Shown in that figure, the shaft 3f rotates 

Figure 3 is a broken elevation of inking mech- . 
anism, showing parts illustrated in Figure 1 but i 
in a different operative position. 

Figure 4 is a transverse section taken on the 
line 4-?. Of Figure 2. 

Figure 5 is a section taken on the lithes 5-6 Of 
Figures 2 and 4. 

in the direction of the arrows A, and the clutch 
24 Operatively connects the sheave 2! with the 
drive Shaft 22. Vihen the handle 3T is released 
and the Spring 38 moves the handle 37 to the 
broken line position 40, the link 36 rises thus 
Totating the shaft 32 in the direction counter 
to the arrows A, which causes the rocker 21 to 
SWing the clutch 24 outwardly from the sheave 

55 2I, thus permitting idle movement of the sheave 



2 
with relation to the shaft, 22, until the clutch 
is again mowed into operative engagement with 
the SheaVe. 
The Shaft, 22 drives a Spur gear 43 mounted 

thereon, which in turn drives a relatively larger 
gear &4 that is mounted On a Spindle 45. A. gear 
46 on a shaft 4T is in mesh. With the gear 44. A. 
connecting rod #8 on the gear 46 pivotally oper 
ates lever arms 50 and 53 that are fulcrumed on a. 
Shaft, 49. A Slotted head 5 I On the Connecting 
rod 48 slidably connects with a bar 52 between 
the lever arms 50 and 53. A bearing 54 provides 
a, Support for Shaft 22, Spindle 45 and Shaft 47. 
The shaft 49 is supported in bearings 55, 56 

and 58. A. Series of concentric Sleeves upon the 
Shaft 49 is shown at 59, 60, 6 I, 62, 63 and 64. 
Hach of the concentric SleeVes carries a gear and 
a, Sprocket. The sleeVe 64 carries a sprocket 65 
and a gear 66. The sleeve 63 carries a sprocket 
6T and a gear 68. The sleeVe 62 Carries a Sprock 
et 69 and a gear T0. The sleeVe 6 Î carries a 
Sprocket. T? and a gear T2. The SleeVe 60 car 
ries a sprocket 73 and a gear T4. The SleeVe 59 
carries a Sprocket T5 and a gear T6. 
The sprockets 65, 67, 69, TÍ, 13 and T5 respec 

tively drive chains 19, 85], 8 I, 82,83 and 84. Rela 
tiVely Smaller Sprockets, Such as shown at 85, 
are mounted on a Shaft 86 extending between 
the leVer arms 50 and 53. Type faces, Such as 
Shown at 88, are mounted on links of the Chains. 
Each Chain contains all the letters of the alphabet 
and all tem numbers from “0” to “9”. 
BaTS 89 mounted within the housing I2 Support 

Spring-urged abutments 90, whose Springs are 
Such as indicated at 9 I. The abutmentS 90 Con 
tact cam faces 92 on inking arms 93. The latter 
arms are pivoted at 94. An. inking padi 95 is 
Supported . On the Outer end of the arms . 93. 
Shoulder members 96 On the arms 93 are en 
gaged by pins 91. MOV?ng the leVer 50 to the 
full line position in Figure 1, causes the pins 9T 
to tip the arms 93, as shown in Figure 3. The 
ìnk pad contacts the theret0fore Set type faces, 
for Subsequently printing on material. 
Meshing with the Spur gears 66, 68, 10, T2, T& 

and T6 is a series of gear segments 98, 99, [00, 
{{}l, 102 and It]3 respectively all pivoted on - a 
Shaft I04. Each gear segment has ?, knob 105 
for manipulating Same. 
A cower f06 encloses the Spur gears 66, 68, T0, 

T?, T4 and T6, while a slotted cover I0T is dis 
pOSed OVer the gear SegmentS. The Slots in the 
cower I0T permit moVement of the knobS Î05 
lengthwise Of the Slots, for adjustment of the 
gear Segments and for Setting the type Chains. 
The COVer I 0? COntains Suitable CharacterS ?08 
(numbers and letters) along the edges of the Slots 
I09 in the cower I07. These characters Corre 

2,271106 
pin 9T engages the arm 96 and mowes the inking 

’ pad 95 to the position shown in Figure 3, where 
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SpOnd with the reSpective type faces On the 
chains. 
In the operation of Our de Vice, the operator 

sets the knobs 105 opposite the characters corre 
Sponding to the laundry mark of a customer. 
The gear Segment:S Î03 are S0 aTranged that the 
position of the type faces Opp0Site the platen I'l. 
Corresponds with the character opposite which 
the knob 105 is mowed. During Such Setting op 
eration, the carriage for the type chains is be 
tween the broken line position I0, ShOwn in Fig 
ure 1, and the full line position in the Same figure. 7 
Thereupon the operator depresses the handle 

31, which throws the clutch 24 into operative 
connection with the sheave 21. The Carriage for 
the type chains then moves to its uppermost 
position, as shown at f0, in which position the 

60 

by the type that will print On the material is 
inked. The cam face 92 compresses the Spring 
9 | during this inking Operation. During the 
downward moWement of the type chain carriage, 
the Spring 9 I mowes the inking pad and arms 93 
to the position Shown in Figure 1. 

Prior to the depression of the lever 3T, the op 
erator has placed material f 6 on the platen ? T, 
SO that continued depression of the handle 37 
Will Cause the carriage with the inked type to 
deSCend and print the type upon the material Î6. 
It is of course to be understood that the ink used 
is inVisible except under ultra-Violet or other ray 
lampS. As the Operator holds down the leVer 
handle 3T, the type Carriage will again raise suf 
ficiently to permit the Withdrawal of the printed 
material Î6. Then by releasing the handle 37, 
the operation of the type carriage stops, until 
the handle 3T is again depressed to begin again 
the cycle just described. 
While we have illustrated and described what 

we now regard as the preferred embodiment of 
Our invention, the construction is, of course, Sub 
ject to modifications without departing from the 
Spirit and Scope of our invention. We, therefore, 
do not wish t0 restrict Ourselves to the particular 
form Of Construction illustrated and described, 
but desire to avail Ourselves of all modificationS 
Which may fall within the scope of the appended 
ClaimS. 
Having thus described our invention, what we 

Claim and desire to Secure by Letters Patent is: 
1. In a laundry marking machine, a platen, 

inking means, linked, endless type-bearing 
chains, each chain having a plurality of different 
Characters, a Carriage, Spaced sprockets on the 
CaTriage Separately Supporting the chains, cer 
tain of the Sprock?ts being alined laterally along 
a Common, fixed axis, the carriage being pivotally 
mounted to OSCillate about Said axis, means con 
nected to drive the Sprockets to longitudinally 
adjust the Chains to print different characters, 
and means to move the carriage pivotally and 
thereby move the chains successively from an 
inking pOSition to a position to print on material 
On the platen. • 

2. In a laundry marking machine, a plurality 
Of endleSS Series of type faces arranged side by 
Side, a Swingable carriage adjustably supporting 
Said Series, Concentric sleeves respectively con 
nected to adjust the series of type faces, and the 
aX?S Of which forms the axis of swinging move 
ment of the carriage, means separately connected 
with the Sleeves to adjust same to select the de 
S?red type faces, platen means for the support 
of material upon which to print the selected type 
faCeS, and means for Swinging the carriage and 
Series of type faces toward and away from the 
platen. 

3. In a laundry marking machine, a plurality 
of endleSS Series of type faces arranged side by 
Side, a Swingable carriage adjustably supporting 
Said Series, concentric sleeves respectively con 
nected to adjust the Series of type faces, and the 
axis of which forms the axis of swinging move 
ment of the carriage, gears mounted on respec 
t?Ve SleeVeS, manually Operable gear means re 
Spectively engaging the gears on the sleeves to 
Select manually the desired type faces, platen 
means for the Support of material upon which 
to print the selected type faces, and means for 
Swinging the carriage and Series of type faces 
toward and away from the platen, 
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4. Tn a laundry marking machine, a plurality 

of endleSS Series of type faces arranged Side by 
Side, a Swingable Carriage adjustably Supporting 
Said Series, concentric Sleeves, respectively con 
mected to adjust the Series of type faces, and the 
axis of which forms the axis of Swinging move 
ment of the carriage, gears mounted On reSpec 
tive sleeves, segmental, manually-controlled gears 
reSpectiVely engaging the gearS On the SleeVeS tO 
Select; the desired type faces, platen means fOr 
the support of material upon Which to print the 
Selected type faces, and means for Swinging the 
Carriage and Series of type faCeS tOWard and 
away from the platen. \ 

5. In a laundry marking machine, endleSS, 
type-bearing chains afranged Side by Side, a, 
Swingable carriage adjustably Supporting Said 
chains, Spaced SpirocketS Supporting the ChainS, 
certain of the Sprockets being drive SprocketS 
haWing a common axis forming the axis Of SWing 
ing movement of the carriage, laterally extend 
ing, concentric Sleeves reSpectively Connected 
with the drive Sprockets to adjust the Chains to 
Select type faces thereon, gears mounted On re 
Spective sleeves, segmental, manually-Controlled 
gears reSpectively engaging the gearS On the 
Sleeves to select; the desired type faces, platerì 
means for the Support Of material upOn WhiCh 
to print the Selected type faces, and means for 
Swinging the carriage and Series of ChairnS tOWard 
and away from the platen. 

6. In a laundry marking machine haVing ink 
ing means: linked, endless type-bearing ChainS, 
each chain bearing a plurality of different Char 
acters, means to longitudinally adjust the chains : 
for printing different, Characters including COIì 
centric members, and a movable Carriage Sup 
porting the chains, the carriage being mOVable 
on the common axis of Said concentric memberS 
to Swing the chains laterally t0 and from an 
inking position. 

7. In a laundry marking machine haVing ink 
ing means: linked, endleSS type-bearing ChainS, 
each chain bearing a plurality Of different ChaÎ 
acters, a pivoted carriage, idler and drive Sprock 
ets on the carriage engaging the Chains, and 
means separately connected With the difiVe 
Sprockets to adjust the chains longitudinally and 
individually including concentric members, the 
carriage being piVoted on the COmmOn aXiS Of 
Said concentric members to Swing the idler 
sprockets and thereby Swing the chains to and 
from an inking pOSition. 

8. In a laundry marking machine haVing ink 
ing means: linked, endless type-bearing ChainS, 
each Chain bearing a plurality of different Chair 
acters, a movable carriage, Spaced SprocketS On 
the carriage engaging the chains, certain of the 
Sprockets being disposed behind the portions of 
the chains being inked, to provide firm SupportS 
therefor, and means connected to drive Certain 
of the sprockets to longitudinally adjust the 
chains including concentric members, the Car 
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riage being movable on the common axis of Said 
Concentric memberS t0 SWing the Chains to and 
from an inking p0Sition in Which Certain Of the 
Sprockets are diSposed behind the characterS 
being inked. 

9. In a latIndry marking machine, a platen, 
inking meanS, linked, endleSS type-bearing 
chains, each Chain haVing a plurality of char 
acters, a Carriage, SprOcketS On the Carriage Sup 
porting the Chains, certain Of the Sprockets being 
alined laterally and haVing a, COmmon axiS, the 
Carriage being piVotally mounted t0 mOWe ab0ut 
Said aXis, and means to mOVe the Carriage piV 
otally between the platen and inking means and 
thereby ImOVe the Chains St1CCeSSiVely from an 
inking pOSition tO 3 p0Sit?0m t0 print. On material 
On the platen. 

10. Trì a laundry Imarking Ina.Ch?rne haVing ink 
ing means: type piVOtally Connected together in 
endleSS SerieS, means t0 adjust the type to print 
from different faces including rotatable mem 
berS haVing a COmmOn aXiS, and a Swinging Car 
riage Supporting the piVOtally COnnected type, the 
Carriage being Irì0unted On the Said Comm.0n aXiS 
of Said members to Swing the pivotally connected 
type to and from an inking pOSition, Without 
affecting the previous adjustment of Said adjust 
ing Inea.IìS. 

11. In a laundry marking machine haVing ink 
ing means: a plurality of endleSS Series of type 
faces arranged Side by Side, a plurality of adjust 
ing means haWing a, Common axis, the adjusting 
means including manually Operated elements and 
members on Said axis Connected to adjust the 
type Series, the Several Series of type faces being 
aTranged together in a gr0Up and the manual 
adjusting elements being arranged together in 
a, separate group, the groups being Separate and 
at the Side of each other, and a, Ca'Triage f0T the 
Series of type faces mounted to Swing to and from 
the inking position On the Said CommOn axis of 
the adjusting means. 

12. In a laundry marking Inachine haVing ink 
, ing means: a plurality of endleSS Series of type 
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faces, a plurality of adjusting means Separately 
connected With the SeVeral Series of type faceS, 
said adjusting means having a common axis, and 
a, Carriage Supporting the SerieS 0f type faces and 
mounted to Swing the desired type faces t0 and 
from am ?nking position On the commOn axis Of 
the adjusting meanS. • 

13. Tn a laundry marking machine haV?ng link= 
ing means: a plurality of endleSS Chains, Series 
of type faces mounted On links of the Chains, 
Sprockets engaging the chains, means to rotate 
certain of Said sprockets On a Common axiS tO 
adjust the chains longitudinally without Varying 
the relation of the chains as a Whole t0 the ink 
ing position, and means to Swing the Chains aS 
a, whole about the Common axis 0f the Sprockets, 
to and from an inking pOSiti0n. 

GEORGE N, STRIKIE. 
JOHN GRIESINGER. 


