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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,637,994 

REY HOLDER. 

Joseph R. Harrison, Jr., Chicago., and Walter 
Dian, Downers Grove, Il.; said Dian assignor 
to said arrison, Jr. 

Application January 28, 1950, Serial No. 141,104 
(C. 70-456) 11. Claims. 

This invention relates generally to key holding 
Or retaining devices and more particularly to a 
key case. 
One of the important objects of the invention 

is to provide a case embodying improved prin 
ciples of design and construction whereby a key 
is concealed from view within the confines of the 
case for the purpose of protecting the lining of a 
pocket or a purse from the wear and tear usually 
caused by the notched operating shank of the 
key and the sharp arrises on the key which are 
ordinarily left in the manufacture thereof. 
More particularly, an object of the invention is 

to provide a unique case which, among other 
things, includes a wall having a track and a 
holder slidable on the track, the holder being pro 
vided with resilient means for detachably and 
resiliently supporting the inner handle end of a 
key. 
Another significant object of the invention is 

to provide the slidable holder with a channel or 
means for receiving the track, the arrangement 
preferably being Such that when the cover of the 
case is Secured to the Wall above referred to, the 
channel on the receiving means of the holder 
will be held in proper operative relationship with 
the track. 
The principal object of the invention is to pro 

vide a holder with a knob and latch assembly 
whereby the holder may be reciprocated to pull 
a key into the case or project its operating Shank 
to a position exteriorly thereof for engagement 
with a lock, and whereby the latch may be ac 
tuated by the knob to lock the key shank in ex 
tended position. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a setup or arrangement whereby With slight 
changes in design and construction a case may be 
made to accommodate a plurality of keys pro 
jectable through one end of the case or a con 
struction whereby the holder may support, a pair 
of keys in Such a manner that the operative shank 
of one key may be projected outwardly from one 
end of the case and that of the other key out 
Wardly from the opposite end of the case. 
Many other objects and advantages of the in 

wention will become apparent after the descrip 
tion hereinafter set forth is considered in con 
nection with the drawings annexed hereto. 

In the drawings: 
Figures 1 through 7 exemplify one embodiment 

of the invention, Figure 1 being a perspective 
view of a case designed and constructed to ac 
Commodate a pair of keys, the operative shanks 
of which are adapted to be projected outwardly 
from one end of the case; 
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Figure 2 is a side view of the case illustrated 

in Figure 1 with one of the covers removed for 
the purpose of showing details of construction; 

Figure 3 is a longitudinal Section taken sub 
stantially on line 3-3 of Figure 2 depicting other 
details of construction; 

Figure 4 is a vertical Section taken Substan 
tially on line 4-4 of Figure 2 showing the re 
lationship of certain components of the assembly; 

Figure 5 is an enlarged section taken substan 
tially on line 5-5 of Figure 2 showing a pre 
ferred way of Securing the covers of the case in 
position; 

Figure 6 is an exploded view of One of the key 
holders employed, including a knob and latch; 

Figure 7 is a view similar to Figure 6 showing 
another holder employed, including a knob and 
latch; , 

Figures 8, 9 and 10 exemplify a second embodi 
ment of the invention, Figure 8 being a perspec 
tive view showing a case which will accommodate 
three keys; 

Figure 9 is a vertical Section taken through 
an appropriate part of Figure 8 for the purpose 
of exemplifying details of construction; 

Figure 10 is an enlarged transverse Section 
taken through the case and showing a modified 
way of Securing the covers in position; 

Figures 11 through 14 exemplify a third modi 
fication of the invention, Figure 11 being a per 
Spective View of a case Comprised of SideS which 
are pivotally connected together and which in 
cludes a holder so constructed and arranged that 
it will Support a pair of keys in Such a manner 
that the operating shank of one key may be 
projected outwardly from one end of the case 
and the operating shank of the other key out 
Wardly from the other end of the case; 

Figure 12 is a side view of the case with the 
portion of one side removed for the purpose of 
illustrating details of construction; 

Figure 13 is a transverse vertical Section taken 
substantially on line 3-3 of Figure 12 showing 
Other details of construction; and 

Figure 14 is an enlarged Section taken Sub 
stantially on line 4-4 of Figure 12 showing 
One of the Snap means employed for holding the 
hinged sides of the case together. 

Referring to the drawings in detail 5 desig 
nates a flat rectangular shaped case adapted to 
be conveniently carried in the hand or pocket, 
and having two or more parallel elongated slots 

in the front wall thereof, through which a 
corresponding number of keys 7 may be par 
tially ejected from the case, as will be explained 
hereinafter. The case 5 is preferably formed in 
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two sections and of metal, such as aluminum, 
steel or the like, or of plastic. The top of the 
case 5 is likewise provided with a pair of elon 
gated parallel slots 8 extending throughout Still 
stantially the entire length of the case for a 
purpose hereinafter described. 
The interior of the case 5 is provided With a 

pair of substantially rectangular shaped Open 
boxes 9 arranged back to back to form tWO Separ 
rated key compartments 23. The boxes 9 are 
preferably formed of metal such as Steel, or of 
plastic of suitable thickness and rigidity to in Sure 
turning of a partially ejected key in a lock by 
simply turning the case. These boxes or inner, CaS 
ings may be secured together in approximately the 
longitudinal central portion of the outer case 5 
by spot welding or other Suitable means, and each 
of these boxes is provided with an elongated slot. 
2 in its front Wall, in alignment with a corre 
sponding slot. -6 in the Outer case 5. As shown 
more clearly in Figure 2, the upper side Wall 
22 of each box. 9 is bent, inwardly adjacent its 
ends as at 23 to provide a Space between the box 
and the upper Wall of the outer case 5. 
A key holder, indicated generally by the refer 

ence character 24 is provided for each compart 
ment 20 and is adapted to slide back and forth 
on the wall 22 which acts as a rail to guide the 
key holder in such movement. 
The key holder comprises a plate member 25 : 

preferably formed of Spring, metal and bent, ad 
jacent its upper end to form a Substantially U 
shaped channel 26 adapted to receive the rail, 22. 
An aperture 27, is provided in the plate. 25 above 
the channel 26, to receive a pivot pin 28 for piv 
otally mounting the handle member or knob. 29 
and its latch member 30 on said plate 25. 
As shown in Figures 2 and 4 the apertured end 

portion of the plate 25 extends through one of 
the slots 8 in the outer case. 5 So that, the knob 
29 rests on top of the outer casing 5. By en 
gaging the knob. 29 with his thumb, the opera 
tor may slide the holder 24 back and forth along 
the rail 22 of the inner casing or box. 9. Dur 
ing this operation, the pointed end 3 of the 
latch member 30 will ride on the rail 22 until the 
knob. 29 is advanced to its extreme forward posi 
tion on the casing, at which time the part 3 of 
the latch will drop into an aperture 32 in the Wall 
22 and thereby lock the holder 24 in this ad 
vanced position. By rocking the knob 29 on its 
pivot 28, the latch 3 may be disengaged and the 
holder slid back to the opposite end of the cas 
ing. 
The holder 24 is provided with a Spring clip 33 

preferably formed integral with the plate men 
ber 25 and having an abutment or detent 34 on 
its inner face adapted to engage the aperture in 
the head of a conventional key . The clip 33 
is spaced from the plate member 25 a distance 
slightly less than the thickness of a key, So that 
the operator will have to exert some preSSure on 
the key to force the head thereof into engage 
ment with the abutment 34. A second Spring 
clip 35 is also provided on the plate member 
25 and formed integrally thereWith. This clip 
also extends outwardly from the plate 25 and 
is adapted to engage the inner wall of the outer 
casing 5 to prevent accidental longitudinal 
movement of the key within the casing 5. 
In Figure 5, we have shown one method of 

assembling the casings 5, 9, although it Will 
be understood as this description proceeds that 
various other methods and means may be en 
ployed for this purpose. As shown in this fig 
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ure, the Side walls of each inner casing or box 
9 are provided adjacent their ends with out 

turned abutments 36 Which are received in re 
ceSSes 3 formed in the side Walls of each Sec 
tion of the Casing 5. As the two sections of 
the Outer Casing are brought into abutting rela 
tionship, the abutments, 36 on the inner casing 
9 Will Snap into the recesses 37 as shown in 
Figure 5, and thus lock the parts in assembled 
relation. 
In Figures 8, 9 and 0 We have shown another 

embodiment of the invention, wherein three keys 
may be housed within the casing 5a, also pref 
erably formed of two sections constructed of 
Steel, plastic: or other Suitable rigid material. As 
ShOWn in Figures 9 and 10, the inner casings or 
open boxes 9a, similar to the boxes 9 in Fig 
ures 1 to 5 inclusive are arranged in one side 
portion of the Outer casing, and a third inner 
Casing or box 38 is provided Within the outer 
Casing in the Opposite. portion of Said outer cas. 
ing. These inner casings form the key come 
partments 2a, Spaced from one another as 
ShOWn Clearly in Figures 9 and 10. Each inner 
Casing or box has a side Wall 22d. forming a 
rail on Which a key holder 25a may slide upon 
actuation of one of the knobs or handles 29.a. 
As in Figures to 5 inclusive, each Section of the 
outer Casing is provided With an elongated slot 
fia in its front Wall and an elongated slot 8a. 
in itS. upper Wall, and a portion of the outer edge 
of each section of said upper wall is grooved as 
shown in Figure 8 to provide a third elongated 
slot, 39. 
The keys, not. Shown in this embodiment of 

the invention, are secured to the key holder 25a. 
and noved in and Out of the key case in the 
Same Inanner described and illustrated in con 
junction with the embodiment of the inven 
tion ShoWn in Figures 1 to 5 inclusive. 
AS distinguished from the first embodiment 

of the invention, the inner and outer casings, are 
assembled as follows. The Outer ends of the side 
Walls of the central one of the inner casings or 
boxes is provided with out turned lugs or abut 
ments 36d. Which are adapted to be received in 
receSSes 3d in the inner Wall of the Quter cas 
ing 5a. When the two sections of the outer 
Casing are pressed together over the inner cas 
ings, the lugs 36a Will Snap into the recesses 3 a. 
and lock the tWO casings in assembled relation, 

It will be evident from the foregoing that a 
greater number of keys may be accommodated 
in key cases of the character herein described by 
increasing the Width of the outer casing and in 
Creasing the number of inner casings or key com 
partments therein, without departing from the 
Spirit of the present invention. 
A further modification of our invention is illus 

trated in Figures 11 to 14 inclusive, in which we 
have shown a Substantially flat rectangular key 
case Sb accommodating two keys 7b, one key 
to be partially extended through one end of the 
casing and the other key partially extended 
through the opposite end of said casing, 

In this embodiment of the invention, only one 
key holder 24b is required, and such holder come 
prises a metal plate member 25b, preferably made 
of Spring metal and having a pair of oppositely 
disposed prongs or key engaging members 33b 
extending at right angles from the plate men 
ber and preferably integral therewith. A spring 
clip 35b is Secured intermediate its ends to the 
upper portion of the plate member 25 with its 
free ends abutting against the inner wall of the 
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casing 5b to act as a brake against accidental 
longitudinal movement of the key Tb within the 
CaSlag. 
The casing 5b is preferably formed of two 

parts hinged together as shown at 39, with each 
section carrying one or more latch members 40 
each having a rounded abutment 4 adapted to 
engage a groove 42 in the inner Wall of the oppo 
site section, as shown in Figure 14. When the 
two sections are swung into engagement, the 
latch members 49 Snap into the grooves 42 to 
lock the Sections of the casing into closed posi 
tion. By applying pressure in opposite directions 
against the two Sections, the Casing may be 
opened and the heads of the two keys 7b en 
gaged by the two prongs 33b in the manner 
shown in Figure 12. 

In this embodiment of the invention, the front 
and rear Walls, as well as the upper Walls of 
each section of the casing are grooved to pro 
wide, respectively, elongated slots 6b and a sin 
gle slot 9b. The slots 8b permit the Shank 
portion of either key b to be projected out 
Wardly from the casing, while the slot 95 per 
mits the upper or apertured end of the plate 
member 25b to extend therethrough, thereby 
enabling the operator to reciprocate the keys 
longitudinally in the casing by manipulation of 
the knob or handle member 29b pivoted on the 
plate 25b. 
Any one of the various methods and means 

for locking the outer casing Sections may be 
used in any one of the several embodiments of 
the invention. 
From the foregoing it is believed the construc 

tion and operation of this key case will be read 
ily understood by those skilled in the art, and it 
is manifest that changes may be made in the 
details disclosed, without departing from the 
spirit of the invention as expressed in the fol 
lowing claims. 
What is claimed and desired to be Secured by 

Letters Patent is: 
1. A key case having a slotted Wall and an 

open end through which a key is longitudinally 
reciprocable, a rail in said casing having an aper 
ture at one end thereof, a key holder slidable on 
said rail and having one end portion thereof 
extending through said slot, means provided On 
the holder for detachably supporting a key, a 
manually operable actuating member mounted 
on the last mentioned end portion of the holder 
for manipulating the key into and out of the 
case through the opening, and means carried 
by the holder and adapted to engage the aper 
ture in the rail for locking the key in extended 
position. 

2. A key case having a slotted wall and an 
open end through which a key is longitudinally 
reciprocable, a rail in said casing having an ap 
erture at one end thereof, a key holder slidable 
on said rail and having one end portion thereof 
extending through said slot, means provided on 
the holder for detachably supporting a key, a 
manually operable actuating member mounted 
on the last mentioned end portion of the holder 
for manipulating the key into and out of the 
case through the opening, a latch carried by the 
holder adapted to engage the aperture in the 
rail for locking the key in extended position, and 
resilient means on the holder frictionally en 
gaging an inner wall of the case for preventing 
accidental longitudinal movement of the key 
Within the case. 

3. A key case having a slotted Wall and an 
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6 
reciprocable, a rail in said casing having an 
aperature at one end thereof, a key holder slid 
able on Said rail and having one end portion 
thereof extending through said slot, means pro 
vided on the holder for detachably supporting 
a key, and a latch assembly pivotally mounted 
On the last mentioned end portion of the holder 
for manipulating the key into and out of the 
case through the opening and engageable with 
the aperture in the rail for locking the key in 
extended position. 

4. A key case having a slotted Wall and an 
open end through which a key is longitudinally 
reciprocable, a rail in Said casing having an 
aperture at one end thereof, a key holder slid 
able on said rail and having one end portion 
thereof extending through said slot, means pro 
vided on the holder for detachably Supporting a 
key, a latch assembly pivotally mounted on the 
last mentioned end portion of the holder for 
manipulating the key into and Out of the case 
through the opening and engageable with the 
aperture in the rail for locking the key in ex 
tended position, and resilient means On the 
holder frictionally engaging an inner Wall of 
the case for preventing accidental longitudinal 
movement of the key in the case. 

5. A key case having a slotted wall and an open 
end through which a key is longitudinally re 
ciprocable, a rail in Said Casing having an ap 
erture at one end thereof, a key holder slidable 
on Said rail and having one end portion thereof 
extending through said slot, means provided On 
the holder for detachably supporting a key, a 
manually operable actuating member mounted 
on the last mentioned end portion of the holder 
for manipulating the key into and out of the case 
through the opening, and a latch pivotally 
mounted on the holder and adapted to engage 
the aperture in the rail for locking the key in 
extended position. 

6. A key case for keys having an apertured 
head, said case having a slotted Wall and an open 
end through which a key is longitudinally recip 
rocable, a rail in said casing having an aper 
ture at one end thereof, a key holder slidable 
on said rail and having one end portion thereof 
extending through Said slot, a spring clip pro 
vided on the holder and having an abutment 
thereon for detachably engaging the apertured 
end of the key, a manually operable actuating 
member mounted Cin the last mentioned end por 
tion of the holder for manipulating the key into 
and out of the case through the opening, and 
a latch pivotally mounted on the holder and 
adapted to engage the aperture in the rail for 
locking the key in extended position. 

7. A key case having a slotted Wall and an Open 
end through Which a key is longitudinally recip 
rocable, a rail in Said casing having an aperture 
at one end thereof, a key holder slidable on said 
rail and having one end portion thereof extend 
ing through Said slot, resilient means provided 
On the holder for detachably supporting a key, 
a manually operable actuating member mounted 
on the last mentioned end portion of the holder 
for manipulating the key into and out of the 
case through the opening, and a latch pivotally 
mounted on the holder and adapted to engage the 
aperture in the rail for locking the key in ex 
tended position. 

8. A key case having a slotted wall and an open 
end through which a key is longitudinally recip 
rocable, a rail in Said casing having an aperture 

open end through which a key is longitudinally 75 at one end thereof, a key holder slidable on said 
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rail and having one end portien thereof extends 
ing through said slot, resilient means provided 
on the holder for detachainly supporting a key, 
a manually operable actuating 32ember Enounted 
on the last menticed end portion of the holice' 
for manipulating the key into and But of the 
case through the opening, a latch pivotally 
nounted on the holder and adapted to engage 
the aperture in the rail for locking the key in 
extended position, and a spring clip on the holder 
frictionally engaging an inner wall of the case 
for preventing accidental longitudinal Inovement 
gf the key in the case. 

9. In a key retainer, an outer casing having a 
slotted wall and an open end through which a 
key is longitudinally recipiocable, an inner casing 
fixed within the outer casing and forming a key 
coin-partment, Said iihiner casing having a slot in 
one of its walls in aligihaert with and adjacent 
to the siet in the outer casing and an opening 
at one end adjacent to and in alignment with 
the open end of the outer casing, a rail in said 
ihne casing, a key holder slidable on said rail 
and having one end paition thereof extending 
through the slots in the respective casings, means 
3rovided on the holder for detachably support. 
ing a key within the inner casing, and a man 
ually esperable actuating member mounted on the 
last Enentioned end portion of the holder for 
Inaanipulating the key into and out of the casings 
through the openings therein. 

10. In a key retainer, an outer easing having a 
slotted Wall and an open end through which a 
key is longitudinally reciprocable, an inner casing 
fixed within said outer casing, said inner casing 
having a slot in one of its walls in alignment 
with and adjacent to the slot in the outer casing 
and an operaing at one end adjacent to and in 
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8 
alignment with the open end of the outer easia, 
the slotted wall of said inner casing forning a 
rail, a key holder slidable on said rail and hayr 
ing one end portion thereof extending through 
the slot in the outer casing, means provided on 
the holder for detachably supporting a key, and 
a manually operable latch assembly mounted on 
the last mentioned end portion of the key holder 
for manipulating a key into and out of the case 

3S. 
11. A key case having a slotted Wall and ar. 

open end through Which a key is longitudinally 
reciprocable, a rail in said casing, a key holder 
slidable on said rail and having one end portion 
thereof extending through said slotted wall, 
means provided on the holder for detachably 
supporting a key, and a manually operable actu 
ating ember nounted on the last mentioned 
end portion of the holder for manipulating the 
key into and out of the case through the open 
eld of the case. 

JOSEPH. R. HARRISON, JR. 
WALTER, DIAN. 
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