
(No Model.) 
B. ERBE. 

WIRE GRIPPER, 

No. 380,749, Patented Apr. 10, 1888. 

WITNESSES: II/EATOR 

N. PETERS. Fisc-sh 

  

  



O 

3O 

35 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

BARTHEL ERBE, OF PITTSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA. 

WIRE GRIPPER. 

SPECIFICATION iorming part of Letters Patent No. 380,749, dated April 10, 1888, 
Application filed November 29, 1887. Serial No. 256,479. 

To cult, whom it navy concern: 
Be it known that I, BARTHEL ERBE, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing in the city 
of Pittsburg, Allegheny county, State of Penn 
sylvania, have invented a certain new and 
useful improvement in the construction of 
wire-grippers for holding wire or wire cords 
when subjected to strain, as in building wire 
fences; and I hereby declare that the follow. 
ing is a full, clear, and exact description of 
the same, which will enable any person skilled 
in the art to which it relates to make and use 
said invention. 
My invention consists of a short metal link 

or plate having at one end an eye or hook by 
which it may be attached to the moving parts 
of any suitable wire-stretching device or ma 
chine, and at the other end a rectangular key 
seat with Serrated lugs or jaws projecting at 
either side of the key-seat, and a metal wedge 
or key, between which and one of the lugs the 
wire may be firmly gripped and held. 
My invention will be more fully understood 

from the following more exact description of 
its parts, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings, which form part of this 
specification, and to the letters of reference 
marked on said drawings. 
Like letters refer to the same parts in all the 

figures. 
Figure 1 is a top view or plan of the entire 

implement, with a short section of wire in po 
sition as being held by the grippers. Fig. 2 
is a side view or elevation of the same. Fig. 
3 is a section of the same on the line aca. (See 
Fig. 1.) Fig. 4 is a plan of the link or plate. 
Fig. 5 is a short section of wire. Fig. 6 is the 
key, (disconnected from its seat,) and a washer, 
b', by which it may be held in connection with 
the plate. 
The construction of the plate A is sufficiently 

shown by the several Figs. 1, 2, 3, and 4, ex 
cept that obviously the eye aa'maybe replaced 
by an open hook, The key or wedge B is made 
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with its larger end of such size that it will not 45 
pass through the key hole or seat a', and at 
its smaller end it is provided with a washer, 
b", to be riveted on after the key is inserted, 
as shown in Fig. 3; but the same functional 
relation may be secured by various other ob- 5o 
vious arrangements instead of the washer, the 
object being simply to prevent the key from 
being disconnected from the plate when not in 
use. There are two serrated lugs or jaws, a 
and c; but only one of them at a time is op- 55 
erative, the other being added for convenience 
in operating to the right or left of the person 
using it. 
With its various parts constructed and ar. 

ranged as shown in Figs. 1 and 2 (without the 6o 
wire c, which is not a part of the implement) 
my improved gripper is operative as follows: 
Connecting it by the eye a' (or a suitable hook 
instead) to any suitable machine or appliance 
for stretching wire, the key B is pushed up- 65 
ward in its seat until the space between its 
lower and narrower part and either of the jaws 
a" or a is sufficient to admit the wire c. (See 
Figs. 1, 2, and 3.) The wire being in place, a 
smart blow on the top of the key will securely 7c 
wedge the wire between the key and the jaw. 
A slight blow on the lower end or point of the 
key will release the wire when that is desired. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

its construction and operation, what I claim, 75 
and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is 
The wire-gripper consisting of the plate A, 

provided at one end with means for connect 
ing it to a stretcher and with two facing ser 
rated lugs at the other, and of a tapered key 8o 
secured in a mortise formed between said lugs 
and having a limited movement therein, sub 
stantially as described. 

BARTHEL, ERBE. 
Witnesses: 

A. PATTERSON, 
PETER ZERN, 


