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(57) Abstract: A linear encoder has a stationary part and a moving part, and measures and encodes a relative displacement between the
stationary part and the moving part along a linear extent of displacement. The encoder comprises multiple machine sensible elements
arranged on one of the parts in a predetermined, pattern; and multiple evenly placed sensors arranged along the other part along the
entire linear extent, thereby to measure and encode the displacement. The encoder may be an absolute encoder and may be based on
magnetic or optical or any other kind of sensing.
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