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An object of this invention is to provide
a simple, durable device by which dust and
dirt can be removed with ease from rugs and
from carpeted floors without filling the air
with dust, and also from bare, painted or
hardwood floors, and by which walks, lawns,
and pavements can be swept clean; and by
which shavings, leaves and rubbish can be
swept away, thus accomplishing by one ap-
pliance the work ordinarily requiring vari-
ous brushes, brooms and rakes.

Other objects are ease of manufacture and
assembly, and adaptability to renewals ‘by
simple reversals of parts.

According to my invention I loosely se-
cure flatwise together two thick sheet-like
bufters formed of firm, resilient felt strips or
sheets of about five-eighths inch thick, more
or less, and extending downwardly and for-
wardly as free edges, about three and a half
inches, more or less to about an inch, more or
less, at the ends of the holder or head by
which they are held so that the free portions
of the buffers are elastic and the longitudi-
nal edges are adapted to ready slight flexure
when at one angle, and also adapted to trans-
mit a grestly increased force at a different
angle, and the ends of the head are guarded
by the ends of the felt strips.

Another feature of the invention resides
in the combination with the two strips of

thick felt of a separating slip plate of resil-

ient or rigid material, such as galvanized
sheet iron or steel, the front and end edges
ot which ave practically flush with the front
and end margins of the head so as to pre-
vent the adjacent portions of the felt sheets
from matting together.

The invention is applicable in- various
lengths or widths of head, and the head is
provided with a handle set at an acute angle
to the faces of the felt sheets.

Other objects, advantages and features of
invention may appear from the accompany-
ing drawing, the subjoined detailed deserip-
tion and the appended claims.

The accompanying drawing illustrates the
invention.

Tigure 1 is a perspective view of the in-
vention in position for use in sweeping a
floor; parts being broken away to contract
the view and to expose parts that would
otherwise be hidden.

Rig. 2 is a perspective view of the head
opened ; the felt and the intermediate strips
being omitted from the view.
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Fig. 3
the bolts.

Fig. 4 is a fragmental section on line a*,
Fig. 3, showing the sweeper on a slightly
reduced scale. ,

The head comprises a right angle channel
piece forming the front wall 1, and the top
wall or body 2, te which latter the rear wall
3 is hinged by hinges 4, leaving a channel
5, about two inches deep and one and a half
inches between the front and rear walls;
which channel is closed at its top by the
top wall 2 and is open at its ends and its un-
der edge. ,

The buffer strips 6, 7, are of thick felt
and are of firm fibrous texture, and fit loosely
in the channel so that they may readily
yield to various adjustments, either inde-
pendently or together as they pass over the
surface to be swept or brushed. Said buff-
er sheets or members 6, 7, are separated
by a slip plate 8. Bolts 9, 10, extend from
front to back through the buffer sheets or
members 6, 7, and slip plate 8, and extend
through the rear wall 8, and are provided
with nuts 11, engaging the rear side of the
rear wall, and thereby holding the front
and rear channel walls 1 and 3 in fixed rela-
tion to each other.

The top or body 2 is provided with a re-
inforcing boss 12 and socket 13 in which the
handle 14 is fixed.

is a cross section through one of

The drawings illustrate the head as being

made of four pieces of wood marked respec-
tively 1, 2, 3 and 15 fixed together by suit-
able means as screws or nails 16; but it is
understood that the front top and rear walls
may be of other material than that stated;
as, for instance, of aluminum, and is of
such thickness and construction as to insure
the requisite strength and lightness.

In practice, the device is moved by the
handle much as a sweeping, serubbing, or
wall brush having a long handle and is used
either to push or draw the sweepings from
or toward the user.

The buffer plate sheets or members 6, 7,
adjust themselves in the head so as to fit the
surface over which they pass, and not only
clean the surface of dust and fine particles,
but also carry along heavier materials, shav-
ings, leaves, sticks and other rubbish which
may be in the way.

The buffers are made with square corners
17 extending along their edges so that they
readily dig into the nap of rugs and carpets,

60

70

80

86

90

100

105

110



10

30

2]

and in case such square corners become
rounded by wear, the buffer plates may be
reversed flatwise, thus bringing the unworn
edges to the outside; and if the outer edges
become worn, the buffer plates may be ve-
versed edgewise, bringing unused corners
into play; and if again worn may be then
reversed flatwise, thus affording four renew-
als of the buffer edge.

In case the buffers become seriously worn,
they may be replaced with new.

By using the device only on dry surfaces,.

the work of sweeping walls, rugs, carpets,
floors, pavements, walks, yards and lawns
may be done successively. It is understood
that the device may be used for scrubbing
if so desired.

As shown in Figs: 2 and 4 the pair of
fibrous strips 6, 7 are provided with openings
18 through which the bolts 9, 10 are extend-
ed; and these openings can be slots go that
the strips can be adjusted sidewise of the
body; and it is understood that when the
strips are to be turned over additional slits
or openings will be cut in the strips to fit
over the bolts 9, 10; it being a very simple
matter to slit the felt strips at the desirved
place.

By providing the hand sweeper with a
pair of fibrous strips or felt buffer strips
6, 7 such strips adjust themselves so that the
corners of the strips will present a strip or
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cleaning surface and the corner of one strip
will serve to clean most of the foreign arti-
cles on.the surface to be cleaned and the
corner of the other strip will follow said
first-mentioned corner to clean the surface
of dust and fine particles that maw

escaped past the first corner wiped over the

-surface.

I claim:

1. A hand sweeper comprising an elon-
gated back, a depending side member rigidly
secured fo said back, and an opposed side
miemnber hinged to said back, a pair of felt
strips extending into the space between said
side members, a metal plate interposed be-
tween said felt strips, and bolts extending
through said side members, said strips and
said plate.

2. A hand sweeper comprising an elon-
gated back, a depending side member rigid-
Iy secured to said back and an opposed
side member hinged to said back, felt strips

extending into the space between said side ?

members, bolts extending through said side
members and -said strips and a reinforcing
soss provided with a socket fixed to the body
and & handle fixed in said socket.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto
set my hand at Los Angeles, California, this
31st day of July, 1923.

JOHN THOMAS PEED.
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