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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FRANKLIN CoUCH, of
White Plains, in the county of Westchester
and State of New York, have invented a cer-
tain new and useful Improvement in Playing-
Cards, of which the following is a full, clear,and
exaet deseription, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, forming a part of this
specification, in which—

Figures 1 to 9 represent specimens of cards.

My invention relates to the cards employed
in all games to which they are adapted, and
which are especially adapted to certain new
games of cards, of which I enumerate “Base-
ball craze,” “League game,” ‘‘Association
game,’”’ and ‘‘Base-ball euchre.”’

The object of my invention is to provide a
pack congaining several series of cards bearing
certain figures and indorsements, whereby the
various persons in their respective field or
playing positionsin a game of base-ball may be
indiecated, and also the clubs to which they re-
spectively belong, a certain relative value be-
ing given to each card or series of cards, as
hereinafter described.

My invention consists in the cards adapted
to be used and combined as hereinafter de-
scribed in playing the games above named,
and any others to which they may be adapted.
The cards arein series of nine—viz., a catcher-
card, a pitcher-card, ashort-stop card, a first-
baseman card, a second-baseman card,a third-
baseman card, a left-fielder card, a center-
fielder card, and a right-fielder card in each
series, and each card to a series being desig-
nated as attached to or connected with some
league or association or designated base-ball
club; and I recommend that there be eight
series of sueh cards, making seventy-two cards
in all; but this number of series is not an es-
sential part of myinvention. If there be sev-
enty-two cards used, then the games of Base-
ball eraze, League game, and others can be
played with them; but if less or more than
eight of such series are employed other games
can be played to which such other number of
cards would Dbe adapted. The cards may be
made to rank according to the agreement of
the players; but I prefer to have them rank in
playing games, as in playing base- ball, and
in thefollowing order: catcher, pitcher, short-

stop, first - baseman, second - bagseman, third-
baseman, left-fielder, center-ficlder, and right-
fielder.

In the League and in other games to which
cards are adapted the series of cards from
cateher to right-fielder belonging to a desig-
nated club are the highest.cards in the pack—
for example, Detroit catcher being the highest
card, and so on to right-fielder of Detroit.

In Base-ball craze, and in other games
to which cards are adapted, the series of eight
catcher-cards in the pack are the highest
cards—for example, the catcher of Detroit be-
ing the highest card, the catcher of Philadel-
phia being the next highest, and so on to the
catcher of the c¢lab standing at the foot of the
list in its respective league orassociation.

In the ‘‘National game,”” “Base-ball whist,”’
and other games to which cards are adapted,
the catcher of the club which shall be selected
as trumps is the highest card, the pitcher
next, and so on in order first above named.
The rank or value of each of said cards, as
above stated, in the League and other
games is shown and indicated by certain
words, numerals, and letters on said cards, as
follows: ““Detroit1,” or -1} or %?, meaning De-
troit eatcher, the highest card in said games;
“‘Detroit 2,” or % or JIf, meaning Detroit
pitcher, thesecond highest card; “Detroit 3,”
or 1? or S_%_, meaning Detroit short-stop, the

third highest card; ¢ Detroit 4, or 11) or
1%—_, the fourth in rank; ‘“Detroit 5,7 or I)) or

2—%, the fifth in rank; ‘Detreit 6,” 01'-(1;)-
or ;1}, the sixth in rank; “Detreit 7, or -1,?

or nlv)l;., the seventh in rank; “Detroit 8,” or
D
8
% or R%Z’ theninth in rank. This mauner or
system of marking is continued through all
of said cardsin said pack. The rank or value
of each of said eards, as above stated, in the
game of Base-ball craze, and in some other
games, is shown or indicated on said cards by
certain inscriptions, letters, and numbers, as

follows: ¢ Catcher 1,”7 or %, meaning, in the

National League pack, catcher of Detroit, the
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York, the fourgh highest card;
or %, meaning catcher of Boston, the ﬁfth

highest card in said games; ‘“Catcher 2,”’ or
—g, meaning catcher of Philadelphia, the sec-

ound highest card; ¢ Catcher 3, or —39, mean-

ing eatcher of Chieago, the third highest card;

¢Catcher 4,” or —% meaning catcher of New
‘¢ Catcher 5

highest card; ‘‘Catcher 6, or %, meaning

catcher of Pittsburg, the sixth highest card;
¢ (Catcher 7, or 9, meaning catcher of Wash-
ington, the seventh highest card; ‘‘Catcher
8,7 or g, meaning catcher of Indxampolis, the

eighth highest card. This mode ér system of
marking iscontinued through allof said eards
in said pack. Games with these cards are
played with the same number of persons, and
according to the general rules pertaining to
card-playing.

In the games played with seventy-two cards
nine cards (indicating the number of persons
engaged on a side in a game of base-ball) are
dealt to each player. Iach trick taken con-
stitutes a run, and the player orside first scor-
ing nine, eighteen, or twenty-seven runs, or

* as many as agreed upon between the players,
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wins the game.

Figure 1 represents the cateher - eard, of
which there is one in each series in each pack
This card bears the figure of a catcher in a
game of base-ball. On each of said cards is
printed the word ¢ Catcher’”’ and-the name of
the club to which he is connected or is stated
to belong—e. g., ¢ Detroit,”’ “Chicago,”’ &e.
On said cards are printed the letters and

378,497

numerals indicating rank or valne—for ex-
ample, —g and ?. Fig. 2 represents in a similar
manner the pitcher-card, of which there is one
in each series in each pack. Fig. 3 represents
in a similar manner the short-stop card. Fig.
4 represents in a similar manner the first-base-
man-card. Fig. 5 represents in asimilar man-
ner the second-baseman card. Fig. 6 repre-
senfs in a similar manner the third-baseman
card. Tig.7representsinasimilar mannerthe
left-fieldercard. Fig. Srepresentsina similar
manner the center-fielder card. Fig. 9 repre-
sents in a similar manner the right-fielder card.
These various cards may be prmted in various
colors to represent the uniforms of the several
base-ball clubs embraced within each pack.

There may also be placed on each card the
name of the man who has oceupied or is occu-
pying the position indicated by the card, (as,
for example, Bennett, on the catcher-card of
the Detroit series;) but this is not an essenbial
part of my invention, and I do not make any
claim therefor.

Having thusdeseribed myinvention, I claim
as an improvement in playing-cards—

A pack of playing-cards divided intoseveral
series, each series being marked to represent a
different base-ball nine, each card in each se-
ries being also marked to indicate the field
position of the player it 1e1)1esents, substan-
tially as descmbed

TRANKLIN COUCH.

Witnesses:
Gro. H. BALDWIN,
JAMES D. WRIGHT.
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