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This invention relates to signals and in-
dexes, and has reference more particularly to
signals adapted to be attached to visible strips
commonly held in slides for telephone and
other indexes.

When a new telephone is ordered from one
of the telephone companies, it has been the
practice to issue a work order to install the
telephone, and when a report was received
that the telephone had actually been in-
stalled, an index slip such as that disclosed in
Rand, U. 8. Patent No. 1,462,497, was pre-
pared and was inserted in the index slide of
the information desk, so that service on that
particular telephone could then be given. It
often happens, however, that a considerable
interval of #ime lapses between the actual
completion of installation of a telephone and
the 1nsertion of the slip in the index slide at
the information desk with the result that
the user of the telephone is without service
for a few days after the telephone is in-
stalled.

Axn object of this invention is to provide a
suitable signal for use on the index strips
which will permit the index strips to be
placed in the slide as soon as the
1s issued for the installation of the telephone,
so that upon completion of the installation
the signal can be removed quickly and service
rendered promptly.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a signal which is simple and inexpensive
to manufacture and can be readily cut from
the index slip when it is desired to remove
same; also to improve index signals in other
respects hereinafter specified and claimed.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings forming a part of this specification,
in which, ;

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of an index
slide, showing one of my improved signals
being removed from an index slip.

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of an index
slip with one of my improved signals being
installed. ‘

Iig. 3 is a transverse sectional view
through a slide containing index slips and
cne of the improved signals.
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Fig. 4 is an enlarged perspective view of

“a signal.

Referring to the drawings by numerals, 10
indicates a slide or index frame which ordi-
narily is rotatably supported in a vertical
position by means of a pintle 11 secured ad-
jacent two corners of the frame. This frame
10 is so constructed that parallel flanges
12 are mounted thereon adjacent opposite
parallel edges of said frame, these flanges
being spaced apart from the body 18 of the
frame, which usually is composed of a sheet
of metal. In the space between flanges 12
and body 13, a plurality of narrow index
siips 14 are slidably positioned with their

s abutting. These slips are usually made

w0

of a composite material such as an inner .

layer of thin wood covered on each side ‘with
& layer of paper. The outer layer of paper
has a series of names typewritten thereon, and
the strips are then cut apart for application
to the frame 10.

My improved signal is preferably in the
form of a flattened cylinder or hollow right
prism 15 having a length preferably consid-
crably less than the length of the index strip.
This eylinder may be of any suitable material,
but in order to make the same inexpensive
to manufacture, easy to dye with colored
dyes, and easy to cut from the index strip
when desired, I prefer to make this signal of
a section of soda straw, such as the straws
used at soda fountains. Soda straws of this
nature have longitudinal striations, and are
easily split- or cut parallel to their -axes.
These soda straws are easily dyed any desired
color, and -after severing to the proper
lengths, may be dried in the form of the flat-
tened cylinder as shown in Fig. 2. The word
“striations” as herein used refers to the
parallel grooves extending longitudinally of
the cylinder or sleeve 15 which is otherwise
of uniform section. Moreover, the soda
straws are of substantially thin uniform sec-
tion throughout, that is to say, the material
thereof is of single thickness being of seam-
less tubular formation as distinguished from
a tube formed from a sheet of material bent
into cylindrical form and having the edges

secured together in overlapping relation thus
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forming a wall of double thickness where the
strip is secured together.

This signal is shipped on over the index
strip 14 before application of the strip to
the index frame 10. The signal will then
indicate to the telephone operator that a
work order to install a telephone in the
name of the party on the slip has been is-
sued. When the operator receives notifica-
tion that the installation of the telephone is
complete, the signal 15 can be quickly re-
moved by means of an ordinary knife 16,
the blade of which is passed along the soda
straw in the striations thereof.

T would state in conclusion that while the
examples illustrated and described repre-
sent a preferred embodiment of my inyen-
tion, I do not limit myself precisely to. these
details as to use and construction, since
manifestly same can be considerably varied
without departing from the spirit of the
invention as defined in the appended claims.

T claim:

. 1. In an index device, the combination
with an elongated relatively narrow, thin,
resilient index slip adapted to have its ends
engaged in channels at the opposite sides
of an index panel, of a signal comprising
a frangible tubular member of substantial-
ly rectangular cross section slidably engaged
on said index slip and enclosing a portion
thereof, the material forming said tubular
member being of substantially thin uniform
section throughout and adapted to be readily
broken or cut for removal from the index
when mounted in an index panel.

9. In an index device, the combination
with an elongated relatively narrow, thin,
resilient index slip adapted to have its ends
engaged in channels at the opposite sides of
an index panel, of a signal comprising a
frangible tubular member of substantially
rectangular cress section slidably engaged
on said index slip and enclosing a portion
thereof, said tubular member being formed
of striated material having the striations ex-
tending substantially longitudinally of sin-
gle thickness throughout.

3. A signal for indexes, comprising a
frangible tubular member formed of sub-
stantially thin striated material, said mem-
ber being of elongated rectangular cross
section and of single thickness throughout.

THOMAS B. CLARK.



CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION,
Patent No. 1,732,928, Granted October 22, 1929, to
THOMAS B. CLARK.

Tt is hereby certified that error appears in the printed specification of the
above numbered patent requiring correction as follows: Page 2, lines 46 and 47,

_ claim 2, sirike out the words "haviag the striations extending substantially longi-
tudinally" and iasert the same after the word "throughout" and before the period
in line 48; same page, line 51, claim 3, after the word "material" insert "having
the striatioss extending substantially longitudinally"; and that the said Letters
Patent should be read with these corrections therein that the same may conform
to the record of the case in the Patent Cffice.

Signed and scaled this 26th day of November, A. D. 1929.

M. J. Moore,
(Seal) Acting Commissioner of Patents.



