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1. Claim. (C. 9-21) 

This invention relates to a foot binding or harness for 
water skis, and more particularly to a harness or bind 
ing that is readily detachable and removable from a water 
ski. 
Water skis, as heretofore made, are provided with a 

permanent or semi-permanent foot binding or harness. 
Bindings and harnesses of known type, when removed 
from the ski, are usually dismantled and in most instances 
destroyed or damaged, and in case of re-use on the same 
or other skis, must be reassembled, repaired and adjusted 
to the feet of the user. 
There is in use today many different types and models 

of water skis such as the outboard, shorty, stepper, turn 
around, slalom, racer etc., all of which are designed for 
a specific type of water skiing and each of which provide 
a more varied sport which allows the user to have the 
full enjoyment and thrill of many varied maneuvers dur 
ing the rides. An enthusiast of the sport of water skiing 
will own several different models of skis which are used 
for specific types of skiing and it is of advantage to have 
a single set of foot harness or binding which can be easily 
and rapidly secured to any of the different skis. Further, 
it is considerably more economical to own a plurality of 
different type skis with no harness permanently attached 
thereto and a single set of harness or binding which is 
adapted to be easily secured to a pair of the skis depend 
ing upon the desire of the user than to have a plurality of 
skiis each of which have a set of harness or bindings per 
manently mounted thereon. 

* Accordingly, it is an object of this invention to pro 
vide a removable binding which may be easily and rapidly 
attached to and removed from water skis. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a unitary 

water ski binding which is readily detachable and trans 
ferable from one ski to another. 
An additional object is to provide a water ski binding 

which is transferable from one ski to another without 
loss of any adjustments which may have been made to 
suit the user thereof. 
These and other objects will appear in the following 

specification which taken with the accompanying draw 
ing comprises a complete disclosure of this invention. 

In the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of my novel binding or 

harness attachment showing the means for removably 
mounting same on a ski; 

Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional view taken substantially on 
the line 2-2 of Fig. 1 showing the counter portion in 
the adjustable extended position in dotted line; 

Fig. 3 is a top plan view showing the counter in the 
adjustable extended position; 

Fig. 4 is a sectional view taken along the line 4-4 of 
Fig. 3; 

Fig. 5 is a plan view of the heel or counter portion 
similar to that of Fig. 3 showing the counter in the ad 
justable retracted position; and 

Fig. 6 is a partial cross-sectional view taken along 
the line 6-6 of Fig. 3. 
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Attention is now directed to the drawing wherein like 

characters of reference indicate like elements in the sev 
eral figures illustrated therein. 
A portion of a water ski 10 has securely but removably 

mounted thereto our novel unitary water ski binding or 
harness attachment, generally indicated as 12. The novel 
attachment of the harness. 12 to the ski 10 includes: a 
generally rectangular base member 14, adapted to be 
mounted on the ski 10 by means of front 16 and rear. 
16' screw or bolt means passing through aligned open 
ings 18 in the ski 10 and 18' in the base member 14 
and having front 20 and rear 20' nuts and washers 22 
and 22' respectively carried thereon. ...' 
There is mounted on the base member 14 a vamp. 

member 24 and a heel or counter member 26. The vamp 
member 24 has the lower peripheral portion thereof 
turned outwardly and is securely fastened to the base 
member 14 by a pair of clamping plate means 28 and 
screws 30, here shown as having acorn nuts 32 thereon. 
The heel or counter member 26 has the lower peripheral, 
portion thereof turned outwardly and is securely mount; 
ed on an adjustable, generally rectangular heel or coun 
ter plate 34 by a curved U-shaped clamping plate means 
36 held against the lower peripheral part of the counter 
26 by means of screws 38, note Fig. 4, having acorn nuts 
40 thereon. The vamp and heel or counter members 
may be formed from any flexible, rubber-like material 
or other suitable materials having proper elastomeric 
properties. 
A pair of guide lugs 42 are integral with and struck 

up from the base member 14 and embrace opposite longi 
tudinal edges of the heel or counter plate 34 with suffi 
cient friction to hold it in adjustment during handling. 
The counter plate 34 is provided with an elongated, open 
ended, longitudinally extending slot 44 at the rear there 
of through which the rear screw 16' passes, whereby 
counter plate 34 can be locked in adjusted position when 
the unitary ski binding attachment is mounted on a ski. 
The longitudinal adjustability of the counter section with 
respect to the vamp member is shown in Fig. 2 in dotted 
lines, and in Figs. 3 and 5 by comparing the relative po 
sitions of the parts illustrated therein. By removing nuts 
20 and 20, the whole unitary assembly of my novel 
water ski binding or harness 12 attachment may be easi 
ly removed from one ski and quickly transferred to and 
Secured on another ski without loss of adjustment of the 
counter member 26 with respect to the vamp member 24. 
A pad of sponge rubber or other suitable material 46 

is attached to the heel or counter plate 34 providing a 
cushion for the user's heel. 

In use, the binding is adjusted to suit the user's foot 
by means of the adjustable counter plate 34 and rear 
screw 16 and rear nut 20'. If it be desired to remove 
the water ski harness or binding attachment 12 for stor 
age or, perhaps, to transfer it to another ski, it is nec 
essary only to remove the nuts 20 and 20' and lift the 
base member 14 from the ski 10. There is no dis 
assembly of the parts of the binding in removing it nor 
is re-assembly necessary in placing it on another ski or 
again on the same ski since all of the respective elements 
of the unitary ski binding are secured together. A user 
may have several pairs of skis, but need have only one 
pair of our novel water ski harness or binding attachment 
which is suited to his own feet. 
Having thus described the invention, what we claim 

as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent is: 
We claim: 
A water ski harness for removable interchangeable 

mounting on a water ski, said harness comprising an 
elongated generally rectangular base member having a 
circular opening in each end portion thereof, said open 
ings being disposed along the longitudinal axis of the base 
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member, a vamp member, clamping plate. means. attach- - 
ing the vamp member adjacent the peripheral edge thereof 
to one end portion of said base member, said vamp mem 
ber and one end portion of the base member defining a 
foot receiving binder, a generally rectangular. counter 
plate adjustably mounted on the other end portion of said 
base member for relative adjustable longitudinal move 
ment in relation to said vamp member, a counter mem 
ber, a second clamping plate means attaching said counter 
member adjacent the peripheral edge thereof to one end 
portion of said counter plate in overlying relation thereto 
with a portion of the counter plate extending below the 
counter member and defining therewith a heel receiving 
binder, said counter plate having a longitudinally extend 
ing open-ended slot in the other end portion thereof that 
is disposed in longitudinal alignment with the circular 
opening in the other end portion of the base member, a 
cushion secured to that portion of the counterplate which 
extends below, the counter member, means releasably 
retaining the heel-receiving binder in a desired longitudi 
nally adjusted position to said foot receiving binder, said 
means including guide lugs on said base member engag 
ing opposed longitudinal side edge portions of the counter 
plate, said guide lugs being elongated integral portions 
of said base member extending generally upwardly there 
from with the end portions thereof projecting generally 
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4. 
laterally, inwardly and disposed in a plane substantially 
parallel to the base member with the end portions of the 
guide lugs frictionally engaging the respective longitudinal 
side edge portions of the counter plate with sufficient force 
to maintain the heel receiving binder in such desired 
selected adjusted position while removing and interchange 
ably mounting the water ski harness on a selected ski, 
and attaching and securing means for removably inter 
changeably mounting the water ski harness to a selected 
ski, said attaching and securing means comprising elon 
gated threaded bolt and nut means passing through the 
circular openings, in the base member and the longitudinal 
open-ended slot in the counter plate. 
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