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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, FRANK M. LEAVITT, a

citizen of the United States, residing in the-

borough of Brooklyn, county of Kings, city
and State of New York, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Auto-
mobiles, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. :
My invention aims to provide an improve-
ment in automobiles by which the passenger-
compartment is made to seat a number of per-
sons much more comfortably than is now
done without unduly enlarging it and in
which the passenger-compartment and the
mechanism are o arranged as to improve the

-appearance of the entire apparatus,

My invention provides also certain other
improvements specified in detail hereinafter.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
illustrating an embodiment of the invention,
Figure 1 is a plan, Fig. 2 a side elevation,
and Fig. 3 a front elevation, of the entire ma-
chine. )

Aceording to my invention a seating-com-
partment is provided having a pair of rear
seats and a pair of fronf seats, the latter be-
ing spaced apart from the former-and the
front seats being also spaced apart from each
other to give a passage-way between them to
the rear seats, the entrance being, preferably,
in the line between the front seats. With
such provision for space for the knees of per-
sons sitting in the rear seats the front seats
may be placed at least in part in the longitu-
dinal line of the rear seats, so that they re-
quire little or no widening of the compart-
ment beyond that necessary for the width of
the rear seats. Hconomy of space may also
be effected by facing the fronf seats obliquely
inward and extending the sides of the vehi-
cle also obliquely inward to the entrance.
Such a compartment is especially adapted for
the forward end of the vehicle and is prefer-
ably arranged at the forward end, with the
driving mechanism at the rear. Besides the
advantages in convenience of entrance and
exit and in the comfort of the passengers the
arrangement described gives to the vehicle
a most graceful and attractive appearance.
This is especially noticeable in the front view,
Fig. 3, and when the passengers are seated it

gives much the appearance of carryiug four
passengers abreast of each other; also, each
passenger looks substantially straight ahead
in the direction in which the vehiele is mov-
ing. The space under the front seats pro-
vides ample room for the feet of the persons
gitting in the rear seats.

Referring now to the embodiment of the in-
vention illustrated and which represents a

‘touring-ear, A is a seating-compartment at
the front of the carin which is a pair of rear

seats B and a pair of front seats C, spaced a
sufficientdistance in advance of the rear seats
to give room for the knees of the persons sis-
ting in the rear seats. The seats B at the
rear are adjacent to each other, utilizing sub-
stantially the full width of the compartment;
but the seats C are separated from each other
by aspace D, wide enough to form a passage-
way to the rear seats, the entrance being aft

E in line with the space D. The front seats

C, as shown, may extend laterally outside of

‘| the rear seats, being preferably placed so far

inward as to lie at least in part in the longi-
tudinal line of the rear seats, so as to.aveid
unduly widening the compartment. Thesides
F of the compartment extend obliquely in-
ward, as shown, from the seats C to the en-
trance, and the seats C may also face ob-
liquely inward, the passage D providing am-
ple space for the comfort of the persons sit-
ting on them. This is a most compact ar-
rangement, utilizing all the space without
discomfort to the passengers. It has the fur-
ther advantage where the seating-compart-
ment is at the front, as shown, of providing a
pointed end to minimize the resistance of the
air and presenting an ornamental and most
spacious appearance, as explained. The en-
trance E may extend obliquely upward, asin-
dicated in Fig. 2, to intensify the pointed ef-
fect.

The driving mechanism isindicated at G in
the rear of the machine and may be of any
suitable type, the presentinvention concern-
ing itself only with its arrangement relatively
to the seating-ecmpartment A.  The control-
ling-levers may be placed at any suitable
point. Preferably a steering-lever H is pro-
vided at the right hand of the person sitting
in the right-hand rear seat B, and a brake-
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lever J is provided within reach of the foot
of the same person.

The walls ¥ of the compartment extending
alongside the front seats and also the side
walls of the rear seats mayoverhang the body
K. Ipreferto provide a continuous flat mud-
guard L, which extends over both front and
rear wheels on the level of the under sides of
the seats, so that where they overhang the
body they coincide with the plane of this
guard.

Though I have described with great par-
ticularity of detail an apparatus embodying
my invention, yet I am not to be understood
as limiting the invention to the specific de-
tails disclosed. Various modifications of the
same are possible to those skilled in the art
without departure from the invention.

‘What I c¢laim is—

1. In an automobile vehicle, a seating-com-
partment having a pair of rear seats adjacent
to each other, and a pair of front seats lying
at least in partin the longitudinal line of said
rear seats and spaced apart therefrom and
from each other to give a passage-way be-
fiween them to the rear seats.

2. Inan automobile vehicle, a seating-com-
partment having a pair of rear seats adjacent
to each other, and a pair of front seats ex-
tending laterally outside of the rear seats and
spaced apart therefrom and from each other
to' give a passage-way between them to the
rear seats.

3.-In an automobile vehicle, a seating-com-
partment having a pair of rear seats, and a
pairof front seats spaced apart therefrom and
from each other to give a passage-way be-
tween them to the rear seats, said front seats
facing obliquely inward, the sides of said ve-
hicle extending obliquely inward and the en-
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trance being in the line between said front
seats. -

4. In an automobile vehicle, the combina-
tion of driving mechanism carried at the rear,
and a seating-compartment at the front, a
pair of rear seatsin said compartment and a
pair of front seats therein lying at least in
part in the longitudinal line of said rear seats
and spaced apart from said rear seats and
from each other to give a passage-way between
them to the rear seats.

- 5. In an automobile vehicle, the combina-
tion of driving mechanism earried at the rear,

"and a seating-compartment at the front, a

pair of rear seats in said compartment, and a
pair of front seats therein spaced apart from
said rear seats and from each other to givea
passage-way between them to said rear seats,
said front seats facing obliquely inward, the
sides of said compartment extending ob-
liguely inward and the entrance being in the
line between said front seats.

6. In an automobile vehicle having a body
and front and rear wheels, a ¢ontinuous flat
mud-guard extending alongside said body
and over both the front and rear wheels.

7. In an automobile vehicle having a body
and front and rear wheels, a continuous flat
mud-guard projecting from the upper part of
the body, extending over both the front and
rear wheels, and seats overhanging said body
and projecting over said mud-guard.

In witness whereof I have hereunto signed
my name in the presence of two subscribing
witnesses.

FRANK M. LEAVITT.

Witnesses:
ARTHUR C. FRASER,
FRED WHITE.
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