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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, CHARLEs E. ColE 

GROVE, a citizen of the United States, re 
siding at Cleveland, in the county of Cuya 
hoga and State of Ohio, have invented a 
certain new and useful Improvement in 
Clamping Mechanism for Drop-Leaf Sew 
ing-Machine Stands, of which the follow 
ing is a full, clear, and exact description. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

drop leaf Sewing machine stands. - 
The object of the invention is to provide 

means whereby, when the drop-leaf is low 
ered beyond its horizontal operative posi 
tion, the driving belt will be so clamped to 
the drop-leaf that it must maintain its oper 
ative engagement with the driving wheel 
of the sewing machine head. 
The invention consists in the combination 

with a drop-leaf having vertical clamping 
Surfaces, of a Spring actuated clamp adapt 
ed to engage with the fixed top of the sew 
ing machine stand when the drop-leaf is in 
operative position, and to be thereby held 
out of action, but to automatically act to 
clamp both legs of the belt against the 
clamping surfaces referred to when the 
drop-leaf is lowered. 
The invention also consists of the more 

specific construction and combination of 
parts shown in the drawings and herein 
after described and definitely pointed out 
in the claims. 

In the drawing, Figure 1 is a plan view 
of a drop-leaf sewing machine stand. Fig. 
2 is an end view thereof when the sewing 
machine head is fixed to the drop-leaf and 
when the drop-leaf is swung down a little 
from its operative horizontal position. Fig. 
3 is a front elevation, with the stand top 
partly sectioned, of one end of said sewing 
machine stand and one end of a Sewing 
machine head. 

Referring to the parts by letters, A repre 
sents the top of a sewing machine stand; 
and B represents the drop-leaf thereof, said 
leaf being hinged along its front edge to 
the front edge of the hole in the stand top 
Yhich the leaf is adapted to fill. C repre 
sents a sewing machine head which is fixed 
to this drop-leaf, the driving wheel of said 
head being indicated by F. D represents 
the driving belt, the two legs of which pass 
from this wheel down through slots d in 
the drop-leaf. E., E represent fixed clamp 

ing members which are permanently fixed 
to the under side of the drop-leaf adjacent 
&O these slots d. 
G represents a movable clamping device 

which lies on the opposite sides of the two 
belt legs, and is adapted, under certain con 
ditions to be explained, to automatically 
clamp the belt legs to the fixed clamping 
members E. In the form shown the movable 
clamping device is a stiff wire bail pivoted 
in bearings b’ on the underside of the drop 
leaf, and provided with an arm g which, as 
the drop-leaf assumes its horizontal posi 
tion, will engage a fixed part of the table, 
whereby the clamping member will be 
rocked in the direction which will release 
its grip upon the elt legs. A small spring 
H connected with the bail and the drop-leaf 
Imay impart to it the described clampin 
movement as soon as the leaf is lowere 
SO as to carry the arm g out of engage 
ment with the table A. It Will be under 
stood that this particular automatic clamp 
is not an essential part of the invention 
generically defined, and that any other suit 
able clamping device arranged substantially 
as described with respect to the belt legs and 
fixed to clamping members may be used in 
its stead, provided there is also provided 
Some lineans for engaging with the table or 
something fixed to it for moving this clamp 
ing member in the belt releasing direction. 

It is obvious that as the drop-leaf is 
moved down, the belt will be clamped and 
will thereby be held in operative engage 
ment with the wheel F. When tle leaf is 
in its horizontal position the eit is re 
leased and may be slipped of of the wheel 
and on again as the operator may desire, 
without any interference from the clamping 
device. 

Having described my invention, I claim: 
1. In a drop-leaf sewing machine stand, 

the combination of the drop-leaf thereof 
and having clamping members fixed to it 
adjacent to the driving belt, of a movable 
clamping member adapted to clamp the legs 
of the driving belt against the clamping 
members when the drop leaf is lowered, and 
means connected with the movable clamping 
Imember adapted to engage with a fixed part 
of a sewing machine stand as the drop-leaf 
is moved to its horizontal position to there 
by move the clamping member in the belt 
releasing direction. 
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2. In a drop-leaf sewing machine stand, 
the combination of the drop-leaf thereof 
having clamping members fixed to it ad 
jacent to the driving belt, with a clamping 
frame pivoted to the under side of the drop 
leaf and adapted to clamp the belt to said 
fixed clamping members, said frame having 
an arm projecting to a position to be en 
gaged by a fixed part of the stand when the 
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drop-leaf is closed, and a spring for moving 10 
said pivoted clamping member in the belt 
clamping direction. 

In testimony whereof, I hereunto affix my 
signature in the presence of two witnesses. 

CHARLES E. COLEGROVE. 
Witnesses: 

WM. GROTHE, 
H. A. LOWES. 
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