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JOHN A. WILSON, OF WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS, ASSIGNOR TOJOSEPH 
R. TORREY, OF SAME PLACE. 

POCKET. KNIFE. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 304,481, dated September 2, 1884. 
Application filed May 27, 1884, 

To aid, whon, it may concern, 
Beit known that I, JOHN A. WILSON, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Worces 
ter, in the county of Worcester and State of 
Massachusetts, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Pocket - Knives, of 
which the following is a specification, refer 
erence being had therein to the accompanying 
drawings. 
The object of my invention is to provide a 

convenient and strong pocket-knife for the 
use of mechanics and others, which cannot 
possibly close on the fingers of the user, and 
which may be readily closed and opened. My 
knife is made in such a manner as to avoid 
objections incidental to some pocket-knives 
which cannot be accidentally closed hereto 
fore in use, in which the blade and its stock 
or sheath may be entirely detached from the 
handle, and thus one part may be lost or sepa 
rated from the other. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 represents my im 
proved knife closed. Fig. 2 is a view of the 
same open, ready for use. Figs. 3 and 4 are 
different views of the same, with the sheath 
drawn out of the handle, and the latter in sec 
tion; and Fig. 5 is an end view. 
A is the sheath or handle, provided with 

ferrules at and a, the former being preferably 
rather thick at the end, as shown in the sec 
tional views, so that it will serve as a ham 
mer for driving tacks or small nails, if desired. 
B is a case or stock fitted to slide within 

the handle A; and to said case or stock is piv 
oted the blade C. A pin, e, on the latter, en 
tering a slot, b, in the former, serves to limit 
the movement of the blade when the latter is 
opened. . 

JD is a spring-catch, shown as being fast 
ened to the stock or case, and extending to 
ward the blade, said catch being provided 
with a notch, d, adapted to engage with a lip 
on the ferrule a'. Instead of being fastened to 
the stock or case, the spring-catch might be 
fixed to the handle and adapted to engage a 
suitable projection on the stock near the blade; 
but the arrangement shown is deemed pref. 
erable. 
To prevent the blade-carrying stock or case 

from being entirely detached from the handle, 
a pin or stop, b, is fixed to the former in such 
position that when the stock is drawn out, as 
shown in JFig. 4, said pin will impinge against 
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a lip on the ferrule ct, and thus arrest the fur 
ther outward movement of the Said stock, thus 
obviating any possibility of the stock and han 
dle becoming separated from each other. 
To adapt my knife to be used as a screw 

driver or as a chisel for opening cigar-boxes, 
and for similar purposes, the rear end of the 
blade may be provided with a blunt-pointed 
extension, c, as shown in Fig. 1. 
When it is desired to open my knife, the 

spring-catch. D is pressed inward, to release 
it from the ferrule; and, when thus released, 
the sliding case or sheath may be drawn out 
from the handle, as indicated in Fig. 4, the 
stop b' preventing said stock from becoming 
entirely detached from the handle, as above 
explained. When the stock has been extend 
ed to its full limit, the blade C. may be swung 
around until the pin a strikes the bottom of 
the slot b, the blade being then extended in a 
line with the stock. The latter will next be 
slid back into the handle until the Spring 
catch again engages the ferrule. The rear end 
of the blade being then within the handle, 
(see Fig. 2.) said blade will be firmly held so 
that it cannot turn on its pivot, and thus any 
accidental closing of the knife, when in use, 
will be prevented. 

I am aware of Patent No. 149,146, and here 
by disclaim the construction therein shown; 
but 
What I do claim, and desire to secure by 

Letters Patent, is 
1. A knife consisting of the combination 

of a sheath or handle, a stock fitted to slide 
therein, a blade pivoted to the forward end 
of said stock, a stop on the rear end of said 
stock to limit its OutWard movement from the 
handle, and a spring - catch secured to said 
stock and extending toward the end thereof 
to which the blade is pivoted, for holding said 
stock and handle together when desired, sub 
stantially as set forth. 

2. The combination, with a stock or handle, 
of a reversible knife-blade, the rear end of 
which is provided with an extension adapted 
to serve as a Screw-driver or chise when the 
said blade is closed, substantially as set forth. 
In testimony whereofI affix my signature in 

presence of two witnesses. 
Witnesses: . JOHN A. WILSON. 

I.F.TORREY, 
FRANK. S. HALE. 
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