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No. 766,094. 

UNITED STATES 
Patented July 26, 1904. 

PATENT OFFICE. 

FREEMAN C. ANDERSON, OF NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

MATCHEBOX. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 766,094, dated July 26, 1904. 
Application filed April 2, 1904, Serial No. 201,323, (No model.) 

To ?till whon, it inctly concern: 
Be it known that I, FREEMAN C. ANDER 

SON, a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Nashua, in the county of Hillsboro and State 
of New Hampshire, have invented new and 
useful Improvements in Match - Boxes, of 
which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to match-boxes, the 

object of the invention being to provide a 
pocket match - box embodying simple and 
novel means whereby the matches are caused 
to project one beyond another as they suc 
cessively move toward the point of delivery, 
the said operation being effected by the par 
ticular shape given to the trough and throat, 
which communicate with and lead to the dis 
charge or delivery opening, and the result 
being accomplished without resort to me 
chanically-operative devices or mechanism. 
By means of the construction hereinafter de 
scribed the matches are delivered one at a 
time through the discharge-opening and also 
prevented from being entirely ejected and 
dropping from the match-box. 
With the above and other objects in view 

the invention consists in a match-box em 
bodying certain novel features and details of 
construction and arrangement of parts, as 
hereinafter fully described, illustrated, and 
claimed. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 
is a perspective view of a match-box con 
structed in accordance with the present inven 
tion. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal section through 
the same. Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view 
thereof. 

Like reference-numerals designate corre 
sponding parts in all the figures. 
The match-box contemplated in this inven 

tion comprises a main receptacle 1, closed at 
one end and provided at the opposite end with 
a filling-opening 2, adjacent to which is mount 
ed a hinged lid 3, provided with a spring 
catch 4, adapted to Snap over the corner of 
the box, and provided with an opening to en 
gage a shoulder or lip 5 on the box. 
Extending lengthwise of the main receptacle 

1 and projecting therefrom is a narrow ex 
tension 6, forming an interior trough 7, the 

5o width of which is sufficient only to contain a 

single row or column of matches superim 
posed one upon the other, as shown in Figs. 
2 and 3. 
At one end the trough is provided with a 

discharge or delivery opening 8, and adjacent 
to said opening the box is provided with an 
outwardly-contracting throat 9, which is pref 
erably formed by the bottom of the trough 7 
and an inclined match-positioning shoulder 
10, which leads outward to the discharge-open 
ing 8 and operates to position the matches so 
that they project one ahead or in advance of 
the other, the match which occupies the low 
ermost position in line with the opening 8 
having the greatest projection, so that it is in 
readiness to be discharged when the match 
box is properly held. 

11 designates a pivoted cap for closing the 
discharge-opening and preventing accidental 
escape of the matches. 

It will be observed that the sides of the 
main receptacle 1 converge toward and merge 
into the sides of the trough, as shown in Fig. 
3, so that the matches gravitate one at a time 
into the trough when the match-box is held 
in the position illustrated in the drawings with 
the trough extension downward. In order 
to obtain a match, the box is inclined, with 
the discharge-opening 8 downward, the box 
being shaken or agitated, so as to enable the 
inclined shoulder 10 to operate on the heads 
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of the matches and cause the same to project 
one beyond the other. By tapping on the 
lower end of the box while held in the posi 
tion just described the match which is in line 
with the discharge - opening is jolted down 
ward until the head thereof is caused to pass 
through the discharge-opening, so that it may 
be grasped between the fingers and with 
drawn. Up to the time of the complete with 
drawal of the match it is frictionally held by 
the other matches superimposed thereon, thus 
obviating the inopportune delivery of the 
matches. 
The match-box herein described is very sim 

ple in construction and operation, no mechan 
ical Operative parts being resorted to to prop 
erly line up the matches and cause them to 
project one ahead of the other and effect their 
delivery through the discharge-opening. 
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Having thus described the invention, what charge-opening therein, a pivoted cap having 
is claimed as new is- a right-angular plate whereby to engage the 
Amatch-box comprising a reservoir having under face portion of the extended end and 

a feed-opening at One end which is provided serving to lock the cap over said discharge- 5 
5 with a hinged lid having a right-angle spring- opening, substantially as specified. 

catch for securing the lid over the opening, a Intestimony whereofIaffix my signature in 
trough secured to the bottom of the reservoir presence of two witnesses. 
having an extended end which projects for- FREEMAN C. ANDERSON. 
wardly from the trough, said extended end be- Witnesses: 

Io ing provided with an inclined shoulder, a ver- LILLA A. EASTON, 
tical wall below said shoulder having a dis- WM. F. EASTON. 

  


