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(54) Title: METHODS AND APPARATUS FOR ENHANCED PLAY IN LOTTERY AND GAMING ENVIRONMENTS

(57) Abstract: Methods and apparatus for game play using virtual players, sometimes referred to herein as vBots, is disclosed. In
one aspect, a method for game play involves the use of the system electronic system environment described herein, wherein one or
more virtual players are displayed to the player of the game, preferably, the virtual players have differing play characteristics, receiv-
~ ing from the user association with a selection of a virtual player, displaying a simulated game using the virtual players, identifying
\& a subset of the virtual players as being winners of the simulated game, and awarding a win to the lottery user if the selected virtual
& player is in the subset of virtual players. In this way, the player of the game is selecting a virtual player to do the playing of the base
game, thereby providing the excitement of player participation in a game of skill or chance, yet not actually be playing the game.
& Yet another parameter for modified and enhanced game play is the arrangement and presentation of various graphics, symbols, or
& icons (collectively "indicia") to the player. The arrangement of the indicia in a predefined arrangement indicates that the player has

won. By way of example, a grid or array arrangement may be used wherein the winning combination is a set of indicia arranged in
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a line, either horizontally in a row, vertically in a column or diagonally. Other patterns using multiple adjoining segments may be
used, such as an X-pattern or a T-pattern. Alternatively, a predefined patter of non-adjoining segments may be used, such as where
a win includes matches in a four corners or north, south, east and west positions.
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