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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHRISTIAN J. ASH, a
citizen of the United States of America, resid-
ing at Stillwater, in the county of Columbia
and State of Pennsylvania, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Bas-
kets; and I do hereby declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact description of the
invention, such.as will enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, and to letters of refer-
ence marked thereon, which form a part of
this specification.

The object of my invention is to provide a
basket of improved construction having a
cover or lid, means for holding the cover or
lid npon the body portion of the basket, and
handles which are adapted to lie flat upon the
cover when they are not in use.

‘With the above end in view my invention
consists in providing the body portion of the
basket with wires which extend around the
same and are provided at their upper.ends
with hooks and eyes with which cross-wires
attached to the cover or lid engage to hold
said cover or lid in engagement with the body
portion of the basket, the handles being con-
nected to the cross-wires in such manner that
there is a spring tendency which normally
holds the handles folded down upon the cover
orlid, all agwill behereinafter fully set forth,
and particularly pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this specification, Figuve 1 is a per-
spective view of a basket constructed in ac-
cordance with my invention. Fig.2 is a side
elevation; Fig. 8, a plan view, and Fig. 4 a
transverse sectional view.

A designates the body portion of the bas-
ket, which may be of any desired form of con-
struction, preferably of the style known as
““grape-baskets.” Around the bottom and
sides of the body portion A extend wires B B,
which are secured fo the bottom « by screws
b and to the upper encireling band ¢’ by sol-
der or other equivalent means. The upper
ends of the wires B on one side of the body
portion A are formed into eyes or loops b,
while the upper ends on the other side are
formed into hooks b% The wires. B B are
preferably secured to the body portion A so

Serial No, 567,465, (Nomodel,)

as to diverge from their upper ends, as shown
in the drawings.

C designates the top of the basket, which
is constructed to lie over the upper edges of
the body portion A, and across the upper side
of the top or lid extend wires D D, which are
attached to the central portion of the top or
lid by staples c.
formed into an eye d, from which the wire ex-
tends across the top or lid and is bent into an
eye d', which engages one of the loops b’ of
the wires B, the wire D being then formed
into a handle D’ and the end bent into an eye
which embraces the part of the wire adjacent
to the eye d. By this arrangement the top
or lid C can be swung upon the hinges formed
by the eyes or loops d' and b', and when it is
lowered upon the body portion A the eyes d
can be caused to engage the hooks b and hold
the 1id closed, the engagement of the eyes d
with the hooks 0* being accomplished by
slightly pressing the upper part of the sides
of the body portion A toward each other.

It will be noted that by forming the eyes d
and d' on the wire D as shown and connect-
ing the wire to the central portion of the lid
when the handle portions are raised it will
throw the parts of the wires which extend
across the lid out of a straight line, as shown
in dotted lines, Fig. 3, and thereby cause a
spring tension which will act to return the
handles to their normal position. It will also
be noted that by providing the wires which
extend around the bottom and sides of the
body portion of the basket and are secured
thereto as described said wires not only pro-

vide a part of the fastening devices, but re-

inforee this part of the basket and serve as
an additional connection between said bot-
tom and sides.

The device hereinbefore described provides
a very convenient shipping-basket, in which
the handles are normally held down upon the
lid, and when it 'is desired to display the ar-
ticles contained in the basket the lid can be
readily disengaged and swung back, as shown
in dotted lines, Fig. 4.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. In combination with a basket having a
body portion and lid, of wires B B which ex-

One end of each wire D is’
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tend around the bottom and sides of the body
portion of the basket and are rigidly secured
thereto, one end of each wire being formed
into a hook, as b% and the other end bent to
form an eye or loop; together with wires at-
tached centrally to the lid and formed at their
ends into eyes which engage the hooks and
eyes of the wires B, substantially as shown
and for the purpose set forth.

2. In combination with a basket having a
body portion and lid, of hooks and eyes at-
tached to opposite sides of the body portion,
wires attached to the central part of the lid
and formed into eyes at opposite edges there-
of, and handles attached to or formed inte-
gral with said wires, substantially as shown
and for the purpose set forth.

3. In combination with a basket having a
body portion and lid, of hooks and eyes at-
tached to opposite sides of the body portion,

and wires D attached to the central part of the
lid and formed into eyes d and d' and into
handles, substantially as shown and for the
purpose set forth.

4. In combination with a basket having a :
body portion andlid, of hooks and eyes formed
at opposite ends of wires B B which extend
around the body portion, and wires D con-
nected to the central portion of the lid and
formed into eyes d and d’ and into handles :
which connect with the part that extends
across the lid, substantially as shown and for
the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

CHRISTIAN J. ASH.
Witnesses:

II. P. Jongs,

D. McCARTHY.




