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5 Claims. 

My invention relates primarily to shoes and 
has for one of its principal objects the provision 
of a shoe having in combination thereWith identi 
fication means which will be simple in construc 

5 tion, inexpensive to fabricate, so as to add very 
little to the cost of the shoe, rugged, Water-proof, 
and, in general, highly satisfactory for the pur 
pOSes desired. 
One of the principal applications of my inven 

10 tion is in connection with football shoes and 
shoes for other outdoor Sports. It is customary 
in the conduct of large football squads for the 
players, after returning from a game or from 
practice, to leave their shoes, which frequently 

15 have become caked with mud or dirt and soaked 
with water and perspiration, to be collected by 
attendants who are responsible for drying and 
cleaning them. After Such Service and On the 
occasion of subsequent practice, it is difficult for 
a player to secure the same pair of shoes. This 
results in considerable loss of time for the players 
in attempting to find the same or a Satisfactory 
pair of shoes, and a compromise on shoes which 
fit improperly results in discomfort, inconven 
ience, and lowering of a player's efficiency. 
As a result of my invention, such inconveniences 

are completely eliminated and a player may be 
certain of having the same pair of shoes on each 
Occasion. 

Referring now to the drawing forming part of 
this specification and illustrating a preferred em 
bodiment of my invention:- 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a football shoe 
to which my invention has been applied, and 

Fig. 2 is a vertical sectional view taken substan 
tially along the line 2-2 of Figure 1. 
The Aumeral 10 indicates in general a shoe 

which in this instance is a football shoe having 
a sole 11, a heel 12 and an upper 13. 
My improved identification device is indicated 

generally by the numeral 18. This device in its 
preferred embodiment is attached to the rear of 
the shoe adjacent its upper extremity and con 
sists of a strip 19 of leather or like material Se 

45 cured along three of its sides to the upper of the 
shoe by rows of stitching 20, 21 and 22, leaving 
the upper edge free. As seen best in Figure 2, the 
free upper edge of the strip 19 is preferably turned 
inwardly and reversely upon itself, as indicated at 

50 23, to form a retaining lip, the stitching 20 and 22 
engaging the lip 23 SO as to hold it in proper re 
taining position. The strip 19 is provided with a 
Window or opening 25, which may be circular or 
of any other desired contour. 

. It will be seen that the strip 19 forms a pocket 
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26 which is open at the top. Disposed within this 
pocket is a tag 28 bearing an identification in 
dicia, such as a number or the like, which may 
be written, printed, or otherwise placed thereon. 
The tag 28 is preferably protected by means of 60 
a strip 29 of transparent and durable material, 
Such as celluloid or the like, whereby the num 
ber may be readily visible at all times but cannot 
be marred or destroyed by moisture, dirt, etc. 
It, of course, will be obvious that the protective 65 
strip 29 may be dispensed with if the tag 28 is 
formed of sufficiently rugged and waterproof ma 
terial. 

It will be seen that I have provided a shoe hav 
ing a pocket in a conspicuous place for carry- 70 
ing an identification tag, the pocket being SO 
designed that the tag cannot readily be removed 
even in such rough service as articles of this type 
are usually subjected to. However, should it be 
desired deliberately to remove the identification 75 
tag for replacement, change, or for other pur 
pOSes, this can readily be accomplished by in 
serting a finger within the pocket from the top 
and frictionally engaging the tag. 

It has been found that shoes embodying my 80 
invention result in a great Saving of time for 
players and in greatly increased convenience to 
them, as well as to their attendants. When the 
players return from the field, the shoes embody 
ing my invention may be left on the floor of the 85 
locker-room or in any other convenient place, 
where they may be collected by the attendants 
for cleaning and drying. After these operations 
have been completed, it is obviously a simple mat 
ter for the attendants to place each shoe in the 90 
proper locker or other convenient place where 
they may be found by the player on the next oc 
casion requiring their use. In this Way, a player 
may be certain of having the same pair of shoes 
throughout the SeaSon. 

I claim as my invention: 
1. In combination with a shoe, a strip of mate 

rialso secured thereto as to form a pocket Open at 
one edge, said strip having a sight opening there 
in, and the free edge thereof being turned in- 100 
wardly to form a protective lip for retaining the 
contents of said pocket, and an identification tag 
disposed within said pocket and visible through 
said opening. 

2. The combination as defined in claim 1, 105 
wherein Said pocket is disposed on the upper rear 
portion of Said shoe. 

3. In a combination as defined in claim 1, a 
Strip of Substantially transparent protective ma 
terial disposed between said tag and said strip. 
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4. In combination with an article formed of a retaining lip, and an identification tag disposed 
leather or the like, an identification device com- within said pocket and visible through said 
prising a pocket-forming strip of leather Secured opening. 
to the Outside of Said article along three sides of 5. In a combination as defined in claim 4, a 

5 said strip so as to provide a free edge thereof, said strip of substantially transparent protective ma 
strip having a sight opening therein, and said terial disposed between said tag and said strip. 
free edge being turned inwardly So as to provide ARTHUR BERG. 

  


