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1. 
This invention relates to hair drying apparatus 

for use in beauty parlors and like establishments 
where women's hair is washed and curled and 
rust be dried before the customer leaves the 
establishment. 
A hair drier usually has a hood which extends 

Over the head of the person whose hair is being 
dried and which is fixed in place on the drier 
body so that, although the drier body can be 
raised and lowered and pivoted in a Vertical 
plane, the person whose hair is being dried must 
remain in a relatively stationary seated position 
during the operation. The necessity for remain 
ing seated in a chair for as long as say forty 
five minutes or more, is both annoying and un 
comfortable. Because of the fact that the hood 
of the drier must extend well over the upper por. 
tion of the head in order to dry the hair with 
maximum rapidity, the person undergoing the 
treatment must remain in an upright position 
so as to permit circulation of the air around the 
head and to prevent displacement of the labori 
ously set curls or waves. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a 
hair drying apparatus which will permit the per 
Son whose hair is being dried to rest in a reclining 
position instead of being required to sit upright. 

It is another object of this invention to provide 
a hair drying apparatus which will gently, but 
firmly, support the head of the person whose 
hair is being dried and yet will not disturb the 
set of the curl or waves in the hair. 
These objectives are accomplished by the pro 

vision of a somewhat resilient cradle which Sup 
ports the head in a position so that air can circu 
late around it and yet in such a manner that 
the person whose hair is being dried may either 
sit up or recline as desired and may relax during 
the hair difying Operation. 

In the drawings: - 
Figure I is a view in elevation of hair drying 

apparatus embodying the instant invention, 
showing the device in use for drying the hair of 
a person in Seated position. 

Figure II is a view similar to Figure I, but show 
ing the device in use for drying the hair of a 
person in reclining position. 

Figure III is a greatly enlarged view partly in 
section, of the hair drying device embodying the 
invention. 

Figure IV is a vertical, sectional view taken 
substantially on the line IV-IV of Figure III. 

Figure W is a detailed plan view of the head 
supporting cradle with which hair drying ap 
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paratus embodying the instant invention is 
equipped. 

Hair drying apparatus embodying the inven 
tion may comprise among other elements a hous 
ing in which there is located a motor 2, a fan 
3 and a heating element 4. These portions of 
the apparatus are substantially conventional in 
design and Serve the purpose of heating and 
circulating the air within the drying apparatus. 
The housing f is secured to an arm 5 which is 

mounted in a bifurcated bracket 6 by means of 
a pintle 7. The arm 5 has a substantially disk 
shaped portion 8 in the periphery of which is 
Cut a worm gear segment 9. The worm gear 
Segment 9 is in mesh with a Worm O which is 
pinned or otherwise fixed on a shaft extending 
transversely through the bracket 6. A hand 
wheel 2 is pinned on One end of the shaft ff 
So that the Worm 0 can be rotated thus, through 
the worm gear segment 9, swinging the arm 5 
and housing in a vertical plane. 
The bracket 6 is mounted on the upper end of 

a telescoping post 3 which has a stand 4 at 
its lower end. The telescoping portions of the 
post 3 are vertically adjustable and horizontally 
SWivellable. 
A revoluble hood 5 which may have an ex 

terior Contour conforming to that of the con 
tour of the housing , is mounted on the forward 
end of the housing . The hood 5 has a bias-cut 
front opening 6 around the circular edge of 
which is located an annular cushioning flange 
7. The flange is substantially U-shaped in 

CrOSS Section, the Outermost arm of the U being 
secured at several places to the hood 5 by a 
plurality of screws 8. The screws 8 extend 
through holes 9 in the hood 5 and are threaded 
into the edge of an inner hood 20. The edge of 
the inner hood 2 extends between the arms of 
the U-shaped annular flange thus leaving a 
paSSage around the edge of the inner hood 20. 
The inner hood 2 is substantially cone-shaped 
and has a number of apertures 2 in its wall, and 
has a cylindrical inner end 22 on which are 

5 formed a series of radially extending ribs 23. A 
flat annulus 24 is mounted on the inner edge of 
the end 22 by means of screws 25. The annulus 
24 fits into a rim 26 which is formed on the 
forward end of the heater element 4 and is held 
thereign by a pair of Semi-annular retainers 27 
which are removably attached to the rim 26 by 
screws 28. The inside diameters of the end 22, 
annulus 24 and heater element 4 are substantially 
identical. 
The rear end of the hood 5 extends into a 
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flange 29 which is formed on the forward end of 
the housing . 
Air is blown by the fan 3 in the directions in 

dicated by the arrows in Figure III into the space 
between the outer hood f 5 and inner hood 20 and 
either through the apertures 2 or around the 
end of the inner hood 20 and then drawn back 
through the hollow center of the heater element 
4 where it is heated and thence recirculated by 
the fan 3. Screens 30 close the opening through 
the heater element 4 to prevent any hair from 
being drawn into the fan 3 by the force of cir 
culating air. 
The construction described permits the “hood' 

of the hair drying apparatus which comprises the 
outer hood f S and inner hood 20 to be revolved so 
that the bias-cut opening 6 can be turned down 
Wardly as shown in Figure I or upwardly as shown 
in Figure II with respect to the center line of 
the device and thus permit the hood to be placed 
around the head of a person in either of the two 
positions shown in Figures I and II, or in inter 
mediate positions. 
When the hair drying apparatus is employed 

as illustrated in Figure II with the person whose 
hair is being dried in a reclining position, it is 
necessary to provide means for supporting the 
head in the hood 20 so that air can circulate freely 
On all sides of the head. This support means 
consists of a Cradle 3 (see also Figure W) which 
comprises a spider 32 and cushions 33 which may 
be formed of sponge rubber or other resilient ma 
terial and which are mounted on the ends of the 
arms of the spider 32. The spider 32 is mounted 
for universal adjustment by a ball and socket 
joint 34, the socket of which is formed in the 
body of the spider 32 and the ball of which is 
formed on the end of a stud. 35. The Stud. 35 ex 
tends through a slot 36 cut in the inner hood 20, 
and through a slot 37 cut in the outer hood 5 
and has a thumb wheel 38 threaded on its outer 
most end. The nub of the thumb wheel 38 ex 
tends through a plate 39 which is located inside 
the hood 5 and is slidable with the thumb wheel 
38 serving to close the slot 37 and prevent the 
escape of air. By loosening the thumb wheel 38 
the stud 35 and cradle 3 may be moved and by 
tightening the thumb wheel 38 they may be se 
cured in the new position. The inside of the outer 
hood 5 and the outside of the inner hood 20 are 
coated with insulation 40 to prevent their becom 
ing overheated. 
When the person whose hair is to be dried die. 

sires to rest in a reclining position such as that 
shown in Figure II, the cradle 3 is adjusted so 
that the Spider 32 fits the head of the person and 
Supports its weight without contact between the 
head Cr neck of the person and any portion of 
the hood 20 or flange T. Because the cradle 3 is 
mounted on the universal ball and socket joint 34 
the head can be rocked from side to side or nodded 
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4. 
slightly without resistance so long as its position 
on the Cradle 3 is not changed and yet air is 
free to circulate around the head to dry the hair. 

Because the entire hair drying apparatus Com 
prising the housing , the hood 5 and their con 
tents can be swiveled on the pintle and because 
the hoods 5 and 20 can be revolved, the hair 
drying apparatus is versatile and accommodates 
itself easily to any relationship between height 
and position of the person whose hair is being 
dried and the hood can be extended over the 
head of such person a sufficient distance to in 
sure a thorough drying much more easily than 
in any other hair drying apparatus now available. 
The embodiment of the invention that has been 

disclosed may be modified to meet various re 
quirements. 
Having described the invention, I claim: 
1. Apparatus for drying the hair on the head 

of a person comprising, in combination, a hous 
ing containing means for heating and circulating 
air, a hood rotatably mounted relative to said 
housing for directing such heated air around the 
head of the person whose hair is being dried, said 
hood having an angularly cut-off end and being 
rotatable on an axis coaxial With the longitudinal 
axis of said housing, and means for mounting said 
housing for angular movement in a vertical plane 
and for vertical movement, whereby the head of 
a person may extend within the open end of said 
hood from different relative positions of said 
perSon. 

2. In a hair drying device having a hollow hous 
ing containing air heating and circulating means, 
in combination, a hood mounted on said housing 
and located at one end thereof, said hood having 
a bias-cut opening for receiving the head of, a 
person and being rotatable relative to said hous 
ing on an axis transverse but not perpendicular 
to the plane of the edge of such opening and an 
adjustable cradle mounted on an inner wall of 
said hood just within such opening, said cradle 
comprising a spider-like body having resilient 
pads on the arms thereof. 

JOHN JOSEPH MURPHY. 
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