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”’o 027 fu‘]zom it may conc@m L

“Be it known that I, Jor~ 5. BUTLDR cwp—
tain ordnance department U..S. Army, a
citizeni of the. United States, stationed at
Washington, D. C., have invented an Tm-
pr ovement in Trlpodq for Machine-Guns, of

~which the following is a specification.

. ‘The 4invention descrlbed herein ‘may be
used byi the. Government or any of its offi-
cers or: employees:in prosocutlon of work

- for the Government, or by any other per-

son 1n the United States, w1thout p‘wmenti

~ of any royalty thereomn.
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This. 1nvent10n relates to nﬂmovements in
tripods for machine cruns ful& refers more

particularly to tl‘lpods for Browning ma-

chine -guns of the type adapted for use in;

,conne(‘tlon with military tanks,

:The principal object: of the mventmn is.
to provide a tripod of the foregoing char-
acter which will be readily encr‘weable to a

~tank gun which has been temoved from the  t

tank for emergency-use by the ‘operator. in
a prome position, and which may be e‘lsﬂv‘
and quickly folded and strapped to the’ gun
for transpormtlon ) ;
With the foregoing and othcr 1mp0rt‘1nt

. ohjects in view my invention comprises the
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ried substantially horizontal in the operat-

-nrmnoement which w111 be hereinafter fully.

.and by the appended claims.

new and useful details of construction and’

scrlbed illustrated in the annexed.. dI“LW-,
1n<r, and pointed out more- _spec1ﬁ0f111y .

Tn the accompanying drawings- wherein

the preferred embodiment of my invention .
forward legs 18 in their splewd pos1t10n'

is 'shown like reference characters refer to
like and co1resnondlntr pfu‘ts throuo"hout the

. suveml views.

Inthe drawings:— ' - ‘
Figure 11s. the side elevatlon of my- tmpod
show in its opetating rel‘xtlon with the ma-
chine gun of the « tfmk type:
Fig. 2 is'a similar view of my device fol(l-
ed and strapped to-the gun.
- Fig. 3is a plan view and Tlo’ 4 is a front
elevation of my tripod in its opemtln po-
sition. . .
Fig. 3 is a detailed pe1spect1ve view of
the central yoke of my tripod.
Referrmg now to- the drawing, it W111 e
seen that T prov1de, my tripod with a cen-
tral yoke 10 having its center bridge 11 car-

ing poeltlon of the trlpod A pzur of lon-

_secure the same in place.
~on-the cap is adapted to swmg between up- oo
85

“ tended. forward. -

ortudunlly ex*ended vertical ﬂfmges 12 are

dependeént from the bridge and a ch‘mneled:
‘rear leg 13 is fixed +herebetween ‘as by rivets.
14, the leg extending diagonally Tearward:

m)d teimmatmg at its lower end in‘a suit-
able foot 13. . The lower edges of-flanges 12

are turned outwardly to form dnwonally ex- .

tending wings 16 to each of which is piv-
oted wt 1T a front leg 18 which’ termmat.es

adapted in. the operating: posmop of .the

tripod to extend, dlacronfdly forward and lat-.
erally in position to firmly brace the tripod’
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“at the lower end in a foot 19. -Tegs: 18 fueu:f'
65

in the usual- manner, an arcuate stop-bolt 20°
being fixed between: 'the. wing 16 forward of: -

the yoke in. position to- limit the spread of
the legs by engagement therewith.
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- Vertically mvoted by bolt 23 to bi"ldcre 11"_

is a U- qh(mﬂd ‘bracket 21, a-spacing Washea

- 29 being inserted . between  the bridge ‘Lnd_; _
To bracket 21 a. - -

racket; allowing the bracket to. freely ro-
ate about the bolt 23. -

clamp head 24.is tmnsversely I‘lVOtbd by -
bolt 25, the clamp head being vertically ro- |

tatable (.bout_bolt 25,
machine gun.A is adapted to rest,.a hinged
arcnate ¢

In chmp head 24 the

cap 26 being carried by the head in

80 .-

position to swing: laterally over the gun-to

wardly extending bifurcations 28 carried on
the head, and a wing nut 29 is threaded on

" the bolt to “provide ‘means for drawing the

cap. 26 securely against the gun,

against stop bolt 20 T insert about: pivoting

‘pins 17 between each of the legs and the cor-

responding  wings 16 .of the Vohe a spring
plate. 30 h‘lVan‘ ‘downwardly - projecting

“rounded protubemnces 31 positioned to en-
gage behind ' the legs ‘when the legs have-
?benn swang forward to the. desired posmon

A-Ninged bolt 21 -

As a means’ for demchably engaging the -
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Tt will be seen that said spring actuated pro-

tuberances will resist the:slight tendency of
the legs to be rotated by the vibration of the

- gun. but that the operator may readily swing

the legs past said protuberc‘nces by exerting -
sufficient pressure to force the spring plate

- slightly upward when adjusting the tripod.

In folding my tripod the legs and central

- yoke are rotated so-that rear leg 13:i5-ex-
Leg 18-is then. raised up- -
7 Ward untll the foot 15 contacts with the gun
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" the yoke 10 and bracket 21 rotating with the -
yoke formed with dependmg flanges, means
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leg on holt 25. Legs 18 are then rotated on
pivoting pms 17 to positions in which the

“feet 19 are in contact with leg 18, A strap
32 Whlch is riveted to one of the. legs 18 at

83 is then buckled about the trlpod and gun

_asis clearly shown in FIO' 2. g
From the foregoing descrlptlon 1t will be

readily seen that my invention provides a
tripod which is readly adaptable for- use
with a tank gun especnlly when the gun is
being used in an emergency by an operator

in a prone position and that the same ma,yf

be easily and. quickly folded and stra,ppec,
to the gun for transportation.
Having thus described my invention, what

I claim as new and des1re to protect by Let-

tels Patent is:

1. A tripod for a ma,chlne gtin or the llke,i

including a clamp for eng agement with the

oun, a bracket carried by the clamp, a yoke -
hinged to the bracket, a rear leg fixed to the
yoke and adapted to be swung beneath and
~ longitudinally of the gun barrel when not

in use, and front legs plvoted to the yoke and
adapted to be swung into engagement with
the rear leg when the tripod is not in use..

2. A trlpod for’ 2 machine gun, including
a bracket, means for pivotally securing the
bracket to the gun, a rear leg fixed to the

bracket and adapted to be swung beneath

and longitudinally of the gun barrel when

not in use, and front-legs plvoted to the yoke
-and adapted to be swung into- engagement

with the rear leg
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3. A tnpod for machine oruns, 1nc1udmg a

for pivotally securing the yoke to a machine

gun, a leg fixed between the flanges and

, adapted to be. swung beneath and longitudi-
nally of the gun barrel when not.in use, and

legs pivoted to respective flanges and adapt-
ed to be swung into engagement Wlth the
fixed leg..

4. In combination with a machine gun a
tripod therefor having a clamp detachably
engageable “with the gun; a transversely
hinged bracket carried by the clamp, a cen-
tral yoke vertically pivoted to the hinged
bracket, a rearwardly extending :leg ﬁxed

to said yoke, said yoke p10v1ded Wlth di-

agonally extending wings,. diagonally and
forwardly diverging front legs pivoted: to
said wings, and an arcuate bolt bridging the

_space’ between said wings in position tal

Iimit the forward dlvergence of said legs.
5.-In combination with a machine gun, a
tripod therefor having a clamp, detachably
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engageable with- the gun, a transversely

hinged bracket carried by the clamp, a cen-
tral yoke vertically pivoted to the hinged
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bracket, a rearwardly extending leg fixed to -

the yoke diagonally and forwardly diverg-

‘ing flont legs. pivoted to the  yoke, stop

means on said yoke in position to limit the
forward divergence of said legs,-and spring
means carried by the yoke in position to de-
tachably engage the front legs in the spread

pos1t10n
" ' J OHN S. BUTLDR-;
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