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BLOOD PUMP 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention refers to a blood pump, preferably 
to an implantable blood pump for Supporting or replacing 
the cardiac function on the left and/or the right hand Side. 
From U.S. Pat. No. 4,994,078, an implantable blood 

pump is known that is shaped like a Snail shell, the Stator of 
the motor being integrated in the pump housing, while the 
rotor is firmly connected to a pump impeller wheel and is 
flushed by the blood flow. Thus, the blood flows through the 
inside of the motor, with one wall of the annular channel 
formed by the motor being stationary, while the other wall 
rotates. This gives rise to the risk of damage to the blood 
caused by Shear forces occurring there. 
EP 0 611 580 A2 describes an artificial cardiac pump, 

wherein blood also flows around the rotor and the stator of 
the motor. At the outlet Side, a pump impeller wheel is 
arranged that is designed as a radial pump and pumps blood, 
drawn axially along the Stator, into a Surrounding annular 
channel from which the blood exits tangentially. Here, there 
are two Suction paths, namely the main Suction path Sur 
rounding the Stator and a relatively narrow annular channel 
between the Stator and the rotor. Again, there is a risk of 
damaging the blood by Shear forces. 

Finally, a blood pump is known from WO94/09274 that 
has a helical rotor Surrounding a Stator. 

It is the object of the present invention to provide a blood 
pump in which damage to the blood and thrombogenesis are 
substantially avoided. 

According to the invention, the object is Solved with the 
features of claim 1. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In the blood pump of the present invention, the motor is 
disposed coaxially as a Self-contained unit inside an elongate 
pump housing, an annular channel being formed between 
the pump housing and the motor housing, through which 
channel blood flows. The pump impeller wheel is arranged 
at the inlet end of the motor and, together with a transition 
portion of the pump housing, forms a pump that is flown 
through diagonally and creates an whirling axial flow flow 
ing annularly around the motor housing. Thus, in the region 
of the motor, the blood flows between two stationary parts, 
namely the pump housing and the motor housing, whereby 
additional Shearing Stresses of the blood outside the rotating 
part of the pump blades are avoided. The blood flow passing 
along the motor housing causes a constant cooling of the 
motor for as long as the motor operates. Accordingly, the 
motor is cooled by the blood flowing along the same. The 
pump housing is elongate and Substantially tubular and 
formed without any rotating annular channels or other 
enlargements. This allows for a simple and compact implan 
tation in the vicinity of the heart, taking into consideration 
the physiological boundary conditions. 

The axial blood flow along the pump housing may have 
a circumferential component, the blood flowing helically 
around the motor housing. The pump housing has a length 
of about 5 to 10 cm and an outer diameter of about 2 to 3 cm. 
The inlet and the outlet are tapered with respect to the outer 
diameter of the pump housing. 

In a preferred embodiment of the blood pump, the outlet 
exits on the Side of the pump housing. Here, an end wall may 
be provided at the outlet end of the pump housing, the wall 
including a helical channel leading to the outlet at the angle 
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2 
of the flow present there. Such a blood pump is particularly 
Suited for patients having irreversible cardiac failure of the 
left ventricle. In this case, a connection site is inserted into 
the ventricle so that the same is relieved by taking blood 
therefrom. The connection Site is connected to the pump 
inlet, while the outlet of the pump is connected to the aorta. 
The outlet of this embodiment, shifted by about 90 with 
respect to the inlet, is physiologically favorable also for a 
cannulation between left atrium and aorta. 

The connection of the inlet of the blood pump with the 
atrium may be closed again after removal of the connection 
Site. Thus, the heart may return to working on its own again. 
This method is preferred, if there is a chance for a long-term 
recovery of the heart or when the pump is intended to Serve 
as a chronic Supporting pump for the Still active, though in 
a reduced degree, heart. 

In another embodiment of the blood pump, the outlet exits 
axially from the pump housing. 
The following is a detailed description of embodiments of 

the invention with reference to the drawings. 
In the Figures: 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a longitudinal section through a first embodi 
ment of the blood pump, 

FIGS. 2a and 2b are schematic illustrations of the imple 
mentation of the blood pump at the heart, and 

FIG. 3 is a second embodiment of the blood pump with 
the inlet and the outlet directed axially. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

The blood pump BP of FIG. 1 has an elongate tubular 
pump housing 10 having one end provided with an inlet 
member 11. The inlet member 11 has an inlet 12, the inner 
diameter of which is Smaller than the inner diameter of the 
pump housing 10. The inlet member 11 is formed with an 
annular transition portion 13 of arcuate shape and passing 
Smoothly and without kinks in a S-shape from the diameter 
of the inlet 12 to the inner diameter of the pump housing 10. 
At the end of the pump housing 10 opposite the inlet 12, 

an end wall 14 is provided for closing off the pump housing. 
Fixed to this end wall 14 is the motor housing 15 of a motor 
16, the motor being an electric motor. The motor housing 15 
protrudes from the end wall 14. It is sealed off completely, 
the electric wires being passed through a passage 17 into the 
motor housing 15. 
The outlet 18 is disposed at a tubular outlet piece 19 

tangentially extending from the end wall 14 in a lateral 
direction. Within the end wall 14, a helical channel 20 
extends exclusively axially in the direction of the whirling 
axial flow from 21 to the outlet 18. 
Arranged in the inlet portion 11 of the pump housing 10, 

there is a pump impeller wheel 22. This comprises a hub 23 
from which blades 24 project. The pump impeller wheel 22 
is driven by the motor 16 via a magnetic clutch that may be 
a rotary end clutch 25 or a rotary central clutch. The clutch 
comprises a first clutch member 25a connected with the 
rotor of the motor 16 and encapsulated within the motor 
housing 15, and a second clutch member 25b provided in the 
hub 23 of the pump impeller wheel 22. Both coupling 
members 25a, 25b comprise magnets 28 causing the Second 
clutch member 25b to rotate along with the first clutch 
member 25a should the same be rotated. 
The motor housing 15 is closed with a non-magnetic 

non-conductive cap 26 on which a combined axil/radial 
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bearing 27 in the form of a sphere is Supported. This bearing 
in turn supports the hub of the pump impeller wheel 22. The 
magnets 28 of the rotary end clutch 25 generate an axial 
retaining force that is greater than the reaction force created 
when rotating the pump impeller wheel 22 So that the pump 
impeller wheel 22 is pulled towards the motor 16 and 
pressed against the bearing 27 by magnetic force. The axial 
retaining force of the clutch 25 is centrally compensated on 
the cap 26 by a further axial bearing Support 25d in com 
bination with the bearing 27 so that neither the bearings of 
the motor 26, nor the thin cap 26 have to absorb this force 
in their circumferential wall 26b and on the front end face 
26a. 

To center the pump impeller wheel 22 on the inlet Side, a 
spider 29 is mounted in the inlet 12 having a journal 30 that 
engages axially into the hub 23 of the pump impeller wheel 
22. The spider 29 is provided with a centered head member 
31 Surrounding the journal 30 and deflecting the incoming 
axial flow slightly radially towards the hub 23. 
The guide blades 24 of the pump impeller wheel 22 have 

an outer diameter at the inflow end 24a that substantially 
corresponds to the diameter of the inlet 12 So that, at this 
location, the pump impeller wheel covers the entire diameter 
of the inlet channel. The inlet edges 24a pass into a concave 
arcuate circumferential portion 24b that follows the transi 
tion portion 13 of the pump housing with a Small clearance. 
Contiguous thereto, the pump blades 24 comprise a portion 
24c with a diameter about as large as the outer diameter of 
the motor housing 15 at the end facing the pump impeller 
wheel 22. The outer diameter of the diagonal pump blades 
24 is made as large as made possible by the Overall diameter 
of the transition portion 13. Thus, the required hydraulic 
power can be obtained at a comparatively low number of 
rotations (for example, n=7000 U/min for V/t=51/min and 
AP=100 mmHg), whereby the life time of the bearing 
components of the pump is increased. 

Between the pump housing 10 and the motor housing 15, 
there is an annular channel 35 that extends in the longitu 
dinal direction. This annular channel 35 is designed as a 
diffusor by increasing its croSS Sectional area from the inlet 
to the outlet. This causes a slow-down of the blood flow and, 
thereby, a preSSure increase. The enlargement of the Sec 
tional area of the annular channel 35 is obtained by corre 
sponding changes in the wall thickness of the pump housing 
10 and the motor housing 15. 
The motor 16 causes the pump impeller wheel 22 to 

rotate, the blades 24 of the pump impeller wheel being 
helical in shape. Thereby, blood is drawn axially from the 
inlet 12 and conveyed into the annular channel 25 with a 
rotary circumferential component. From there, the blood 
passes through the helical channel 20 to the lateral outlet 18, 
the course and pitch of the channel being adapted to that of 
the rotating blood flow. 

FIG. 2a illustrates the blood pump BP of FIG. 1 in the 
State in which it is implanted near the heart. A hose connects 
the inlet 12 of the blood pump BP to a port 40 made in the 
left ventricle LV. In the Figure, the aorta AO, the aortic valve 
41, the left atrium LA and the mitral valve 42 are discernible. 
The outlet 18 of the blood pump BP is connected with a port 
43 to the aorta AO. 

Alternatively, the blood pump BP of FIG. 2b may be 
connected to a port 4.0a made in the left atrium LA and 
convey blood into the aorta AO via a port 43a. 

From FIG. 2, it is evident that the lateral extension of the 
outlet 18 from the pump housing 10 facilitates the arrange 
ment of the blood pump near the heart and its connection to 
the heart/vestibule, on the one hand, and to the aorta, on the 
other hand. 
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4 
In the blood pump shown in FIG. 3, the outlet 18 is 

arranged coaxial to the inlet 12. It is part of an outlet member 
50 formed similar to the inlet member 12 and having an 
arcuate transition portion 51 leading from the annular chan 
nel 35 to the outlet 18 in a manner favorable for the flow. For 
the same purpose, the rear end of the motor housing 15 is 
provided with a projection 52 tapering continuously in the 
direction of the flow. 
To keep the motor housing 15 centered in the pump 

housing 10, radial guide blades 53, 54 are provided that 
Serve, on the one hand, to hold the motor housing and, on the 
other hand, to guide the rotary blood flow. In the portion 53a, 
the guide blades 53 have a relatively large angle of attack 
(with respect to the axial direction) which is selected Such 
that the guide blades are flown against without any flow 
Separation. In the rear portion 5b, the angle of attack is 
Smaller. Thus, a great part of the rotation energy is with 
drawn from the blood coming from the pump impeller wheel 
22 and is purposefully converted into pressure. The guide 
blades 54 have a Smaller angle of attack. The angles of attack 
substantially correspond to the rotation of the flow at the 
respective locations. 

Otherwise, the blood pump of FIG. 3 is constructed the 
same as the blood pump of FIG. 1. It is provided with a 
magnetic coupling 25 for driving the pump impeller wheel 
22. AS an alternative, the pump impeller wheel 22 may be 
connected directly with the motor shaft 16a, requiring, 
however, a shaft Seal at the motor housing. 

Although a preferred embodiment of the invention has 
been Specifically illustrated and described herein, it is to be 
understood that minor variations may be made in the appa 
ratus without departing from the Spirit and Scope of the 
invention, as defined the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A blood pump for Supporting or replacing the cardiac 

function, comprising a pump housing (10) in which a motor 
(16) is arranged that drives a pump impeller wheel (22), and 
which has an inlet (12) at one end and an outlet (18) at the 
other end, 

the motor (16) comprising a motor housing (15) concen 
trically arranged in the pump housing (10) and Sealed 
off against the blood flow, the pump impeller wheel 
(22) being arranged at the end of the motor housing 
(15) that faces the inlet (12) and forming a rotary pump 
with a transition portion (13) of the pump housing (10), 
which pump creates an axial flow annularly flowing 
about the motor housing (15), and said axial flow being 
enclosed by Stationary walls, 

characterized in 
that the pump housing is elongate and tubular and that an 

annular channel (35) directing a whirling helical flow is 
provided between the pump housing (10) and the motor 
housing (15). 

2. The blood pump of claim 1, characterized in that the 
outlet (18) exits axially from the pump housing (10). 

3. The blood pump of claim 1, characterized in that the 
outlet (18) exits tangentially from the side of the pump 
housing (10). 

4. The blood pump of claim 3, characterized in that an end 
wall (14) is provided at the outlet end of the pump housing 
(10), the wall comprising a helical channel (20) leading to 
the outlet (18). 

5. The blood pump of one of claim 1, characterized in that 
the motor housing (15) is fastened to the end wall (14) in a 
cantilevered manner. 

6. The blood pump of claim 4, characterized in that the 
helical channel (20) leading to the outlet (18) passes into the 
outlet (18) without increasing the diameter of the pump 
housing (10). 
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7. The blood pump of one of claim 4, characterized in that 
the axial pitch of the helical channel (20) corresponds to that 
of the whirling flow so that the fluid is passed into the outlet 
(18) without any impact. 

8. The blood pump of claim 1, characterized in that the 
annular channel (35) is formed as a diffusor, the sectional 
area of which increases towards the outlet (18). 

9. The blood pump of claim 1, characterized in that guide 
blades (53, 54) are arranged in the annular channel (35) 
between the pump housing (10) and the motor housing (15), 
the blades holding the motor housing (10) and having a 
helical inclination. 

10. The blood pump claim 1, characterized in that the 
largest diameter of the pump impeller wheel (22) is at least 
almost equal the largest outer diameter of the motor housing 
(15). 

11. The blood pump of claim 1, characterized in that the 
pump housing (10) has a Substantially cylindrical outer 
shape over its entire length, the inlet (12) and/or the outlet 
(18) possibly being tapered. 
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12. The blood pump of claim 1, characterized in that the 

moment of the motor (16) is transmitted to the pump 
impeller wheel (22) via a magnetic clutch (25). 

13. The blood pump of claim 1, characterized in that te 
moment is transferred directly from the motor (16) to the 
pump impeller wheel (22) via a continuous shaft with a Seal. 

14. The blood pump of claim 13, characterized in that the 
pump impeller wheel is mechanically centered (27. 63) in 
the blood. 

15. The blood pump of claim 12, characterized in that the 
pump impeller wheel (22) is centered in that blood by a 
combination of magnetic and mechanic bearing (27). 

16. The blood pump of claim 12, characterized in that the 
axial force of the clutch is compensated directly on the 
center of a cap (26), whereby this component and the 
bearings of the motor (16) are Subjected to Substantially less 
axial loading. 


