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To all chon it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ARCHIBALD MCNICOL, 

of the city of Ypsilanti, county of Washtenaw 
and State of Michigan, have invented a cer. 
tain compound called “McNicol Cement,” to 
be used instead of blacking, oil, or gum in 
rendering leather impervious to Water, and 
also to be used instead of stitching, or any of 
the various cements now in use, for cement 
ing together separate pieces of leather. 

This invention relates to that class of Com 
pounds used for rendering leather, and espe 
cially boots and shoes, impervious to water, 
and also to that other class of compounds used 
for cementing leather; and it consists of a com 
position formed by dissolving one part of in 
dia-rubber with one part of gutta-percha and 
ten parts of balata, in sufficient chloroform to 
render the compound of the consistency of 
common molasses. 
To prepare the McNicol cement, take a bot 

tle or other vessel that can be tightly closed, 
and after putting in the india-rubber, gutta 
percha, and balata, add a small quantity of 
chloroform, and as the mass dissolves add 

chloroform to bring it to the required consist 
ency. 
To render leather impervious to water, rough 

the grain, and apply a coating of the McNicol 
cement. This will render it completely water 
proof, and still leave it as pliable as before 
the application; and in case of split leather 
it will give a surface as smooth as the grain of 
ordinary leather, and give it greater strength. 
To cement pieces of leather together, skive 

each piece of leather to a wedge-like edge, ap 
ply the McNicol cement to both pieces, and 
after lapping them together pound slightly 
with a hammer or mallet to bring the pieces 
into close contact, and give ten minutes to 
thoroughly dry. 
I claim as my invention 
A compound of india-rubber, gutta-percha, 

and balata, dissolved in chloroform, substan 
tially as and for the purposes hereinbefore 
specified. 
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