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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JouN L. FERGUSON, of
the city of St. Louis, in the State of Missouri,
have invented a certain new and useful Im-
provement in Fences, of which the following
is a full, clear, and exact description, reference
being had to theaccompanying drawings, mak-
ing part of this specification.

My invention relates to those fencesin which
the rails are secured to the posts by means of
wire and staples or nails.

Myimprovement consists in the art of build-
ing such fences rapidly, to which end I pro-
ceed as follows: Itakeawireof suitablelength
and secure it to a staple or nail-on the side of
the post, near the bottom; then pull the wire

-sidewise of the post, and lay the end of a rail

on the wire and bend the wire back over the
rail and secure the wire to the side of the post,
continning to secure the rails in this manner
until the top of the post is reached, when the
end of the wire is secured to the top staple.
Then all the staples ornailsaredriven to their
seats.

Heretofore the rails have been secured by
means of bands nailed to the front of the post,
or threaded through eye-nails or threaded
through the posts. This construction is ob-
jectionable becanse, first, the nails or eye-nails
will pull out, and, secondly, because the per-
forating of the posts for threading consames
too much time. In another device a series of
bands, either independent or connected,have
been applied to the sides of posts; but this
construction necessitates the construction of
the rail ends to fit the loops.

My mode of building oévercomes the objec-
tionable construction in a verysimple manner,
as common rails can be uwsed and a fence of
considerable strength can be put up in ashort
time and atvery little expense.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view, showing one panel and the broken ends
of the rails of two other panels. TFig.2 is a
transverse section of the tence shown in Fig.
1, the post and wires being shown in side ele-
vation and the rails of one panel being in end
view. Iig. 3 is a front view, showing my im-
provement applied to a board fence. Tig.4is
a transverse section at x «, Fig. 3.

(No model.)

A Aarefence-posts. The postsmay bemade
of ronnd timber or of sawed or split stuff.

B B/ are rails, poles, or boards secured to
the posts by wires C and staples D, .The end
of the wire is attached to a staple and then
carried around a rail, B, and to another sta-
ple, as shown, and from that around another
rail, and so on. The staples are driven hard
into the sides of the posts, so as totakeafirm
hold upon the wire and prevent its slipping
through the staple. Thus, if one loop around
a rail gives way, the next loop will not be af-
fected.,

I prefer to arrange the rails or poles B B, as
shown, to lap past each other at the posts, so
that theyneed not becuttoany precise length.

It will be seen that the rails are inclined or

sloped, so that each ground-rail has one end,

G, next the ground and the other end above
the end of the ground-rail of the next panel,
and thus the rails alternate on the posts, as
shown in Figs. 1 and 2; but I do not confine
myself to this arrangement, for the rails may
be placed in a horizontal position, the lowest
rail being at each alternate panel.

In the rougher class of fences the ends of
the rails or poles may be made to extend
through two or more panels, and their ends
may lap considerably past the posts, and where
two projecting ends lap past each other be-
tween the posts said ends may be attached to-
gether by a lapping of wire.

In Tigs. 3 and 4 is shown the manner of ap-
plying my improvement to a board fence, the
boards being shown secured by wires C and
nails D’.

I do not confine myself to the use of a siugle'

staple or nail between each two rails or boards,
for I may use two, as shown clearly in the up-
per parts of Figs.2 and 4. It will be seen that
the wires are hooked upon the staples, so that
if any loop should become broken the shape of
the wire, as well as the Dbiting of the staple,
would interfere with its pulling through the
staple. :

I claim for my fence that it is sirong and
durable, and that the first cost of building is
very small. '

The improvement is very useful in making
up fences from old material, such as old rails
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from worm fences which have become rotten
at the corners where the rails cross, and where
they harbor moisture, and with boards of
board fences where the nail-holes have rotted
out or the boards become split.

I prefer that the rails should not touch each
other where they lap past at the posts, so that
no moisture shall be harbored and cause the
timber to rot. The rails, &c., touch the posts;

but the place of contact being vertical, the
moisture will quickly drain out and cause no
material injury.

In place of the staples D, nails may be used,
the wire being merely carried over the nail or
turned around the same, and the nail being
driven hard in to lock the wire upon it.

242,619

The posts may be placed any desired dis-
tance asunder.

I claim as new and of my invention—

The improved fence consisting of posts hav-
ing staples or nails driven in the sides thereof
in line with the fence, a continnous wire hav-
ing loops extending crosswise of the line of
fence from the bottom to the top of the post,
and inclined rails or poles inserted in said
loops on one side of the posts only, to adapt
their ends to overlap to prevent injury to ani-
mals, as set forth.

JOHN L. FERGUSON.

Witnesses:

SAavrL. KNrgur,
GEORGE D. KNIGHT.
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