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To all whom it may concermn:
Be it known that I, JAcoB MELLINGER, &

~citizen of the United States, residing at Bal-

timore, Maryland, have inveated certainnew
and useful Improvements in Composition for
Removing Hair from the Skin; and I do here-

. bydeclarethe following to be a full, clear, and
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exact description of the invention, such as
will enableothersskilled in the art to which it
appertains to make and use the same.

The object of the present invention isto
produce a composition by the application of
which to the human corpses the hair can be
thoroughly and quickly removed without in-
jury to the skin and without the employment
of a razor. This composition is more espe-
cially designed for use in removing hair from
the faces of the human dead. Heretofore it
hasbeen the universal custom to mechanically
remove the hair from the face of the human
dead by thelather and razor, but this method
is open to serious objections, chief among
which is the time consumed in the operation,
the liability to transmit disease, if a person
has died of a contagious disease,as the hands
and implement are necessarily brought into

- contact with the person of the dead, and if

the face is to be shaved (as in most cases) it
is quite difficult to successfully perform the
task owing to the fact that the flesh and skin
aresoft and shrunken. My composition is a
semi-liquid having the consistency of a sirup
which can be easily applied by a sponge or
brushwithoutspraying orscatteringoverother
parts than to those to which it is intended
to apply the composition, and after it has re-
mained on the skin for a period of four or
five minutes, the composition is washed off
with cool water and removes with it any and
all hair which has been subjected to the ac-
tion of the depilatory while applied to the
skin, In my present liquid composition I
combine with a depilatory agent consisting
of one of the sulphides, such as sulphide of
strontium, a certain quantity of boroglyceride
and carbolic acid solution together with a
suitable vehicle or base which unites the
aforesaid ingredients. The boroglyceride

serves theimportant purpose of mechanically

preventing contactof the depilatory with the 5

skin and of chemically renderingsuch depila-
tory inactive at the point of eontact with the
skin while allowing it to freely perform its
function of removing the hair within a few
minutes’ time. The boroglyceride which I
use in this composition is obtained by heat-
ing ninety-two parts of pure glycerine to a
temperatare of 302° Fahreuheit, and gradu-
ally adding sixty-two parts of finely pulver-
ized boracic acid; water vapor escapes dur-
ing the operation. The process is completed
when no more loss of weight takes place, and
the resulting product dissolves readily in wa-
ter of ordinary temperature. The water of
évaporation amounts to somewhat more than
one third of the volume of the substances
used. Boroglyceride, when cold, is solid,
brittle and transparent, of alight yellow color
and lustrous fracture.
in water, only slightly soluble in cold aleohol,
and in five parts of alcohol at 122° Fahren-
heit, and it is insoluble in ether and chlo-
roform at ordinary temperature. This in-
gredient, boroglyceride, is an excellent agent
for preserving anatomical preparations, as it
prevents putrefaction. The carbolic acid so-
lution arrests putrefaction and decaying of
the skin and thus prevents, indirectly, the
discoloration of the skin at the point of con-
taet of the composition therewith. Asa ve-
hicle for the chemical agents, I prefer to em-
ploy a solution of amylum which serves to
impart to the composition a sirup-like or
cream-like consistency, and to enable the
composition to be easily and freely applied
by a sponge or brush without spraying or
spattering on different parts of the body which
it is desired to be kept free from the influ-
ence of the composition. Although I prefer
to employ this solution of amylum or starch,
yet I do not strictly limit myself to the use
of such ingredients in my composition, nor
do I strictlylimit myself tothe useof the sul-
phide of strontium as the depilatory agent,
as I am aware that other sulphides may be
used, such for example as.barium sulphide,
caleium sulphide, iron sulphide or sodium

‘sulphide.
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It is readily soluble .
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My eomposition consists of the following in-
gredients in substantially the proportions
named, to wit:

) Parts,
(1) atwenty per cent. solution of stron-
tium sulphide ...... ............. 40
(2) a ten percent. solution of boroglye-
eride............... e e e 40
(3) a ten per cent. solution of amylum
Cinwater... oL 10
(4) a twenty-five per cent. solution of
carbolicacid...................... 10
100

These ingredients are all blaced together in
a suitable vessel, with or without ethereal oil
as a perfume, and they are mechanically agi-
tated to cause them to combine, the amylum
solution serving as the vehicle or base by
which the chemical agents are held together,
and producing a semi-liquid of the consist-
ency of a sirup.

The method of using my composition  is
very simple. The sirnp like mixture is ap-
plied to the skin by meansof a brush, sponge,
or other agent, and it is allowed to remain on
the skin for a period of four or five minutes,
when the skin is washed with cool water to
remove the hair and composition. It has

been found that the sulphide depilatory agent
acts very gquickly to remove the hair from
the skin, but this agent is mechanically pre-
vented from affecting the skin at the point
of contact by the chemical actionof the boro-
glyceride solution, and. the carbolic acid so-
lution operates, indirectly, to prevent diseol-
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oration of the skin at the pointof contact by-

arresting the putrefaction or decaying of the
skin.

Auy suitable ethereal oil may be incorpo-
rated in the composition as a perfume in or-
der fo relieve the compound of the pungent
odor of the sulphide solution and carbolic
acid solution, such for example as oil of lav-
ender or oil of citronella, but these peculiar
oils are not essential and can be varied at
pleasure, ’ .

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to seecure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. A composition for removing hair from
the human skin having boroglyceride incor-
porated with a sulphide depilatory agent and
a suitable vehicle, as and for the purposes
described. S

2. A composition for removing hair from
the human skin having boroglyceride and a
carbolic acid solution incorporated with a sul-
phide depilatory agentand a suitable vehicle,
as and for the purposes described.

3. A composition for removing hair from
the human skin consisting of a sulphide de-
pilatory agent, boroglyceride, carbolic acid
and an amylum solution as a vehicle, as and
for the purposes described.

In testimony whereof Iaffix mysignature in
presence of two witnesses,

JACOB MELLINGER.

Witnesses:
. 8. DuLANEY,
C. O. HALL.
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