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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

PAUL I. ANDREWS AND EMERY ANDREWS, OF KENNEBUNK, MAINE. 
EXTENS ON-VAS E. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 562,695, dated June 23, 1896. 
Application filed May 2, 1894, Serial No. 509,785. (No model.) 

To all, whom, it may concern 
Be it known that we, PAUL I. ANDREWS 

and EMERY ANDREWS, of Kennebunk, in the 
county of York and State of Maine, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improvements 
in Extension-Walises, of which the following, 
taken in connection with the accompanying 
drawings, is a specification. 
Our invention relates to extension-valises; 

and it consists in certain novel features of 
construction, arrangement, and combination 
of parts, which will be readily understood by 
reference to the description of the accompa 
nying drawings and to the claims hereto ap 
pended, and in which my invention is clearly 
pointed out. 

Figure of the drawings is a front eleva 
tion of a valise embodying our invention, the 
same being shown as closed to substantially 
its smallest size. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sec 
tion of the same partially expanded to in 
crease its capacity, the cutting plane being 
on line acac on Fig. 5. Fig. 3 is an end eleva 
tion of the same. Fig. 4 is an end elevation 
illustrating a modification in the construction 
of the cover. Fig. 5 is a vertical section on 
line if y on Fig. 2. Fig. 6 is an elevation of 
a portion of one of the straps for securing the 
parts of the valise together and the compound 
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buckle arrangement on the back side of the 
valise. Fig. 7 is a section of a small portion 
of the upper end corner on line 2, 2 on Fig. 4 
and illustrating the modification, and Fig. 8 
is a partial horizontal section on line . . on 
Fig. 5. 

Extension-valises, as generally heretofore 
constructed, have consisted of two parts sub 
stantially alike except that one was made 
slightly larger than the other, so as to shut 
over and serve as a cover for the Smaller 
part, and are secured together by an ordinary 
shawl-strap. 
There is one serious inconvenience con 

nected with the use of such valises, and that 
is that when it is desired to carry more goods 
than inner or bottom case will hold the goods 
have to be piled up above the top of said bot 
ton part, and the upper part or cover is then 
shut down over the goods and the upper edge 
of the lower box and the whole is strapped 
together. When it is desired to have access 
to the goods in the valise, the strap is removed 

and the upper box or cover is lifted off, when 
the goods or articles that are above the top 
edge of the lower box are very likely to fall 
upon the floor, especially if an attempt is 
made to remove any article from the center 
of the collection, and have to be rearranged 
in a pile above the top of said lower or inner 
box and the upper box or cover has to be 
placed over said pile. To obviate this objec 
tion and produce a valise that is adapted to 
be expanded or contracted to fit it to the 
quantity of goods to be carried therein, and 
that may be packed from the top even when 
eXpanded without removing the inner or 
lower box from the outer or upper one, is 
the object of our present invention; and to 
this end we make the valise as shown in the 
accompanying drawings, in which 
A is the inner or lower case of the usual 

construction, and B is the outer or upper por 
tion of the case made of a size adapted to slide 
freely over the case A, and consisting of front, 
rear, and end walls firmly secured together, 
said case being left open at top and bottom. 
The end pieces a CL have flanges at' a' turned 
at right angles to their main bodies, to which 
the front and rear plates band c are secured, 
preferably by rivets, as shown. Said end 
pieces also have each a flange Ct, turned in 
ward at right angles to its main body, at its top, 
and secured to the front and rear sides by 
turning a triangular portion of said flange at 
each end downward, and riveting said turned 
down portion to said front and rear sides, as 
shown at d clin Fig. 2. 

It will be seen from the above that when 
completed the outer casing B is in the form 
of a rectangular tube, having in Wardly-pro 
jecting lips or flanges across each end at the 
top, thus contracting the opening through the 
top of said case in the direction of its length 
by the widths of said flanges, while the width 
of said top opening is equal to the distance 
between the front and rear side, while the 
opening in the bottom of said case is of full 
length and width, so that it will slip freely 
over the lower case A. 
C is a cover for closing the opening in the 

top of the case B and may be made in either 
of two ways. 

For most purposes a piece of flexible mate 
rial of any suitable kind for making such va 
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lises, of a length substantially equal to the 
length of the outer or upper case and Wide 
enough to cover the top of said case and extend 
down some distance in front and rear of Said 
case, is bent along parallel lines at equal dis 
tances from its edge and a distance apart equal 
to, or slightly exceeding, the width of said case, 
so that the outer portions e e shall be at right 
angles to the central portion, as shown in Figs. 
3 and 5. Preferably two thin strips of spring 
metal or stiff but flexible material fare bent 
to the same shape and secured to said cover, 
One at each end, to strengthen the cover and 
maintain its angular shape. 
The lower edge of one of the pendent por 

tions e of the cover C is hinged to the outer 
casing, preferably by leather hinges, which 
may beformed by riveting a portion of the en 
circling straps to said cover and case near the 
lever edge of the depending portion of said 
cover, as shown at g g in Figs. 3, 4, and 5 
and by dotted lines in Fig. 2. The opposite 
pendent portion e of the cover C may be se 
cured to the case B by the hasp h, as shown 
in Fig. 1, by any other desired hooks, catches, 
or locks, or be held in place only by the en 
circling straps in a well-known manner. The 
flexible nature of the material of which said 
cover is made renders it practical to make the 
cover fit quite closely to the case B, notwith 
standing that it is hinged to said case at some 
distance below the top edge thereof. 
In Fig. 4 a modified form of the cover is 

shown, in which the central or top portion of 
the cover is made somewhat longer than the 
case B, and the end portions i are bent down 
at right angles to the main body or central 
portion of said cover, but to a less distance 
than the pendent side portions e, as shown in 
Figs. 4 and 7. Made in this way the cover 
C is still flexible enough to permit a compara 
tively close fit to the case B when closed, 
and as the cover completely incloses the top 
of said case, the valise can be carried in 
stormy Weather without danger of its contents 
being injured by Water. 
The straps for securing the cases together 

and Supporting the weight of the inner case 
and the contents are as usual long enough to 
encompass the cases when expanded as far as 
practicable and be secured together. Each of 
the two encircling strapsis made in two parts 
D and D', the part D being secured by the riv 
ets g g to the lower edge of the rear pendent 
portion e of the cover Cand to the rear side of 
the case B to form a hinge for said cover, and 
has secured thereto just below said hinge a 
buckle k of ordinary construction, and to its 
opposite end the female or perforated plate l 
of a metal clasp or buckle of the kind some 
times used on overshoes and that can be 
quickly clasped or unclasped. The portion 
D' of said strap has attached to one end there 
of the tongueportion m of said clasp, adapted 
to engage with the plate l, as shown in Figs. 
l, 2, 4, and 5. 
The strap D passes beneath the case A and 

through the buckle k on the rear side of the 
case B and has formed therein a series of 
perforations to receive the tongue of said 
buckle k and permit of its being adjusted to 
any desired length, according as the cases are 
expanded or contracted. 
To facilitate the separation of the two cases 

when desired without the trouble of disen 
gaging the straps D' from the buckles k, a 
buckle is used that has an eye or perforation 
above the fulcrum-bar of its tongue, to serve 
the same purpose as the perforated plate lon 
the front of the case, and we secure to the 
rear end of the strap D the tongue portion m. 
of a clasp or buckle like that on the front of 
the case. By the use of this construction of 
the straps the valise may be filled to any de 
sired extent, limited only by its capacity, 
Without separating the cases, and when so 
filled the straps being properly adjusted and 
clasped, if it is desired to separate the cases 
for any purpose and replace them again with 
the contents, or an equal quantity, it is only 
necessary to unclasp the clasps on the front 
and rear, allowing the buckle k to remain at 
tached to the strap D", and when the case IB 
is again placed in position and the goods re 
placed the tongues of the clasps in are in 
serted in the perforations of the buckles k and 
the plates l and clasped thereto. 
On the inside of the case B at each end is 

a strap in of leather or other suitable mate 
rial Secured at its lower end to said case near 
its lower end and detachably connected at 
its upper end to a stud O, set in and project 
ing downward from the under side of the in 
Wardly-projecting flange a. 
The case Alhas secured to each end thereof 

near its upper edge and upon its outer sur 
face a strap p of leather or other suitable 
material, said strap being secured at each 
end to said case, so as to form a loop or eye, 
through which the strap in is passed and 
moves up and down when forced, but the fit 
being such that sufficient friction is created 
between the parts to sustain the weight of the 
case B, and maintain it in the position to 
which it may be adjusted. 
E is a handle provided with a loop n' at 

each end, through which the straps D pass 
and serve as a means of connecting said 
handle to the valise. 
What We claim as new, and desire to secure 

by Letters Patent of the United States, is 
1. The combination of the case A open at 

the top; the case B open at the bottom and 
adapted to receive the case A and having an 
opening in its top contracted in length by 
lips or flanges projecting inward from the end 
Walls of said case; a cover made of a single 
piece of flexible material with its front and 
real' portions bent at right angles to its main 
body and adapted to close the opening in said 
case B, Suitable encircling straps and fasten 
ings for securing said cases and cover to 
gether; and a handle for carrying said cases. 

2. In combination with a valise or travel 
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ing-case, rectangular in form and having an 
opening in its top contracted in length by 
lips or flanges projecting inward from the end 
walls of said case; a cover made of flexible 
material comprising a flat portion to cover 
the top of said case, and front and rear pend 
ent portions which extend the whole length 
of the front and rear sides of the case; and 
suitable hinges connecting the lower edge of 
one of said pendent portions to the body of 
said case. 

3. The combination with the two parts of 
a telescopic case, of two loops or eyes at 
tached to outer surfaces of the end walls of 
the inner case near the top; and two straps 

permanently attached by their lower ends to 
the inner surfaces of the end walls of the 
outer case near its bottom and extending up 
ward through the loops or eyes on the inner 
case and detachably engaging studs set in 
said outer case near its top. 

In testimony whereof we have signed our 
names to this specification, in the presence 
of two subscribing witnesses, on this 30th day 
of April, A. D. 1894. 

PAUL I. ANDREWS. 
EMERY ANDREWS. 

Witnesses: 
C. W. GooDNow, 
E. A. HALL. 

  


