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UNITED STATES 
1,699,092 

PATENT OFFICE. 
EARL I, CALDWELL AND FRANK FARRIS, OF CENTRALIA, was HINGTON. 

Toy CATAPULT. 
Application filed February 6, 1928. Serial No. 252,198. 

The invention aims to provide a simple 
and inexpensive, yet a very desirable cata 
pult for starting wheeled toys devoid of 
motive power, across a floor, sidewalk or the 
like, and with this end in view, the inven 
tion resides in the novel subject matter here 
inafter described and claimed, description 
being accomplished by reference to the ac 
companying drawing. 
Fig.1 is a perspective view of a catapult 

constructed in accordance with our inven 
tion. 

Fig. 2 is a vertical transverse sectional 
view. 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary perspective view 
lying parts in different positions from 
ig. 1. 
The drawing above briefly described, illu 

strates the preferred form of construction, 
and while this construction will be herein 
specifically explained, it is to be understood 
that within the scope of the invention as 
claimed, variations may be made. 
The catapult embodies a rectangular base 

4 and a plurality of parallel walls secured to 
and rising from said base, two outer or side 
walls 5 and several intermediate walls 6, be 
ing shown, all of these walls being prefer 
ably tied together at their upper rear cor 
ners, by an appropriate bar or strip 7. 
Each of the walls 5-6 is formed with a 
longitudinal slot 8 which is parallel with 
the base 4, the walls 5 are provided with 
rearwardly facing shoulders 9 at the rear 
ends of their slots, and similar shoulders 
10 are formed at the rear ends of the walls 
6. The walls 5 project rearwardly beyond 
the shoulders 9 and are provided with bear 
ing openings 11, and the front portions of 
these walls are formed with openings 12. 
A rod 13 passes through all of the slots 

8 and two elastic bands 14 are provided to 
forwardly shift this rod when desired, said 
rod being normally engaged with the shoul 
ders 9-10 however as shown in Figs. 1 and 
2 and hence held against forward shifting. 
The elastic bands 14 pass through the open 
ings 12 and pass around the rod 13 at oppo 
site sides of the walls 5. 
Mounted in the bearing openings 11 is a 

rock shaft 15 provided with an operating 
handle 16, the ends of said rock shaft being 
equipped with forwardly projecting arms 17 
adapted to underlie the rod 13 when the 
latter is engaged with the shoulders 9-10. 
After setting of the catapult as in Figs. 1 

and 2 and placing of the toys upon the base 
£, between the walls 5-6, turning of the 
shaft 15 under the influence of the handle 
16, causes the arms 17 to upwardly force the rod 18 from engagement with the shoulders 
9, 10. Hence, the elastic bands 14 immed. 
ately come into play to forward shift said 
iod, thus projecting the wheeled toys from 
the base. The front edge of this base is 
preferably beveled as at 18, to ease the 
Wheeled toys down onto the surface upon 
which they are to run during the “race 
upon which they are started by the catapult. Preferably, all parts with the exception 
of the elastic bands 15, are formed of wood 
and by preference the exact details herein 
disclosed are followed. However, it will be 
understood that other materials could be 
used and that within the scope of the inven 
tion as claimed, numerous changes as to form, proportions, designs and minor de 
tails, may be made. 
We claim:- 
1. In a toy catapult, a base, parallel walls 

secured to and rising from said base, said 
Walls having horizontal slots, a rod extend 
ing between said walls and having its ends 
slidably. received in said slots, resilient 
means for forwardly shifting said rod in 
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said slots, and means for holding said rod 
against forward movement until desired. 

2. In a toy catapult, a base, paralled walls 
Secured to and rising from said base, said 
Walls having horizontal slots and rearwardly 
facing shoulders at the rear ends of said 
slots, a rod extending between said side walls 
and having its ends passed through said slots, 
and resilient means for forwardly shifting 
the rod, said rod being engageable with said 
shoulders to hold it against forward shift 
ing until desired. 

8. In a toy catapult, a base, parallel walls 
Secured to and rising from said base, said 
Walls having horizontal slots and rearwardly 
facing shoulders at the rear ends of said 
slots, a rod extending between said side walls 
and having its ends passed through said slots, 
resilient means for forwardly shifting the 
Tod, said rod being engageable with said 
shoulders to hold it against such shifting 
untii desired, and a rock shaft extending 
between and supported by the rear ends of 
said Walls, said rock shaft having a handle 
and projections for forcing said rod from 
said shoulders. 

4. A toy catapult comprising a base, a 
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plurality of parallel walls secured to and 
rising from said base, said walls having lon 
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gitudinal slots, the two outermost walls be 
ing provided with rearwardly facing shoul 
ders at the rear ends of their slots and With 
alined bearing openings at their rear ends, 
a rod passing through said slots and engage 
able with said shoulders, elastic means con 
nected with the ends of said rod and con 
nected with the front portions of said outer 
most walls for forwardly shifting the rod 
when released from said shoulders, and a 
rock shaft mounted in said bearing open 
ings, said rock shaft having a handle and 
projections for forcing said rod from Said 
shoulders. - - 

5. In a toy catapult, a wall having a slot 
and an opening at one end of said slot, a 
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toy-projecting rod passing slidably through 
Said slot, and an elastic band passing through 
said opening and passing around said rod 
at opposite sides of said wall. 

6. In a toy catapult, a base, parallel walls 
secured to and rising from said base, said 
walls having horizontal slots and openings, 
a rod extending between said walls and hav 
ing its ends slidably received in said slots, 
elastic bands' passing through said openings 
and passing around said rod at opposite 
sides of said walls, whereby the said rod is 
forwardly shifted in said slots. 
In testimony whereof we have hereunto 

affixed our signatures. 
EARL. L. CALDWELL. 
FRANKFARRES. 
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