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1. 

This invention relates to a control device for 
the conductor cord leading to an electric iron. 
In the use of electric irons in ironing clothes and 
fabrics, the electric conductor cord leading from 
the iron to the outlet receptacle in the house wir 
ing System is always getting in the way and the 
Operator has to be careful not to burn the in 
Sulation by contact of the cord with the hot iron, 
and it is therefore a fire hazard, and the cord 
getting onto the articles being operated upon in 
terferes with the free and unrestricted use of the 
iron. It is therefore an object of the present in 
vention to provide a simple and effective device 
which will operate automatically to keep the elec 
tric cord out of the operator's way while ironing. 
Another object is to provide such a device 

which Will not interfere with the proper and ef 
fective use of the iron, and which will, by its use, 
require very little if any added effort on the part 
of the Operator. 
With the above and other objects in view, I 

have devised the construction illustrated in the 
accompanying drawing. It is, however, to be un 
derstood the invention is not limited to the spe 
cific details Of construction and arrangement 
ShoWn, but may embody Various changes and 
modifications within the scope of the invention. 
In this drawing: 
Fig. i is a side view of an ironing board shown 

somewhat diagrammatically, showing my im 
proved cord control applied thereto; 

Fig. 2 is a top plan view on a larger scale of 
the tray and other parts used with the device; 

Fig. 3 is a side view looking toward the bottom 
of Fig. 2; 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged detail section substantially 
On the line 4-4 of Fig. 1, and 

Fig. 5 is another detail section Substantially 
Online 5-5 of Fig. 3 showing the preferred means 
of mounting the slip rod. 
A conventional ironing board is indicated at 

having the usual foldable Supporting structure 
including the legs and 2 and connecting struc 
ture f3 mounted to fold against the bottom of the 
board, but these elements are shown only dia 
grammatically as they form no part of the present 
invention. The Wooden board portion 4 is COW 
ered with the usual pad or cloth 5. At one end 
of this board and preferably extending outwardly 
therefron a short distance is a Supporting tray 
fe on which to rest the electric fatiron f7 when 
not in use, and laterally Spaced arms 8 are pro 
vided for supporting the tray of any suitable and 
desired construction, that shown being a pair of 
flat metal Strips Secured at their inner ends 9 
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to the board f4 by any suitable means, Such as 
bolts or Screws 20, and secured to the under Side 
of the tray 6 by any suitable means, Such as 
the bolts or screws 2. This tray may be of metal 
or any other suitable material, and preferably is 
provided with a peripheral flange 22 to prevent 
the iron falling Off. 
In common practice there is an electric cord 23 

leading from the iron carrying the insulated 
conductor wires leading to an attachment plug 
cap 24 for plugging into the standard type of 
outlet receptacle of the house wiring system, 
usually located in the wall of the room adjacent 
the ironing board. In the present case, instead 
of plugging this cap into the wall outlet recep 
tacle it is plugged into a similar receptacle 25 
located at any suitable position. On this device, 
such, for example, as on the inner side edge of the 
tray 6 or on one of the Supporting arms 8, or 
both, as shown in Fig. 2, so that either may be 
used at the option of the operator. From this 
receptacle a conductor cord 26 leads to a stand 
ard attachment plug cap 27 which may be plugged 
into the wall outlet receptacle. It will be under 
stood the receptacles 25 are provided with the 
usual entrance slots 28 leading to the contacts 
within the receptacle connected with the wires 
in the cord 26, and which contacts are engaged 
by the contact blades on the cap 24 as it is plugged 
into this receptacle to complete the electric cir 
cuit to the iron 7. 
The cord 23 is formed into a vertical loop, as 

shown in Fig. 1, and is passed down through the 
opening 29 between the tray 6 and the end 30 of 
the ironing board 9, and on this cord is placed 
a small Weight 3 carried by any suitable Support, 
as the block or frame 32 carrying a Small pulley 
33 running on the cord 23. A simple construc 
tion for the frame or block 32 is to provide it of 
a strip of sheet metal bent to inverted U shape 
and secured at the end of One leg to the Weight 
3, as shown at 34. The free end 35 of the other 
leg is left unattached and before being applied to 
the cord 23 is bent out to the dotted line position 
of Fig. 4 to permit insertion of the cord between 
this free end and the Weight onto the pulley 33. 
Then the end can be bent down to the full line 
position shown in Fig. 4 to retain the device on 
the cord. 
Spaced a short distance from the end 30 of the 

ironing board is a slip rod 36 extending trans 
versely between the supporting arms 8, and a 
simple and effective means of mounting this rod 
is to bend the free ends downwardly and pass 
them through openings 37 in the arms 8, and 
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then fold the end under, as shown at 38 in Fig. 5. 
Cord 23 runs over this rod so that the loop is 
between this rod and the tray 6, and as this rod 
causes very little friction between it and the cord 
it permits free sliding movement of the cord over 
the rod as the iron is used on the board. Thus, 
as the iron moves back and forth in the iroining 
operation the weight 3 moves up and down and 
automatically keeps the cord 23 off the work and 
off the ironing board so that it is not in the way : 
and does not interfere in any Way With the ironing 
operation. The slip rod 36 permits the cord to 
be easily moved up and down to correspond with 
movements of the iron, as it has much less fric 
tion than would the end of the ironing board 
or the cloth cover of this board. The counter 
balance weight 3, together with the pulley and 
the mounting frame, is preferably of only suffi 
cient weight to properly keep the cord 23 off the 
ironing board, as shown in Fig. 1, and not sufi- ? 
cient to materially increase the effort required 
to move the iron in the ironing operation. It is 
preferred to provide a hinge joint 39 in each of 
the Supporting arms 8 so that when not in use 
the tray 6 may be folded over onto the top of 
the ironing board and thus require a smaller space 
for storage when the board and the device are 
not in use. 

Having thus set forth the nature of my inven 
tion, I claim: 

1. A cord control for electric irons comprising a 
Support for the iron when not in use including 
means for mounting the Support on an ironing 
board Spaced from one end of Said board, a 
conductor cord connected to the iron provided : 
with an attachment plug cap, means mounting an 
electric plug-in receptacle adjaceit, Said support 
for detachably plugging in the attachment plug 
cap on the conductor cord leading to the iron 
with said cord forming a depending loop in the 
space between the Support and the end of the 
board, a counterweight mounted to be supported 
by and run on said loop to automatically main 
tain the loop in Said space during use of the 
iron, and means for electrically connecting the 3: 
receptacle to an outlet receptacle of a house Wir 
ing System. 

2. A cord control for electric irons comprising a 
support including a tray for supporting an elec 
tic iron When not in use and means for Securing 5 
said tray to an ironing board spaced from one 
edge of the board, a conductor cord connected 
with the iron provided with an attachment plug 
cap, an electric plug-in receptacle nounted on 
said support in position to receive the attach- : 
ment plug cap of the conductor cord leading 
from said iron with the cord forming a depending 
loop in the space between the edge of the board 
and the tray, a counterweight Supported by and 
running on said loop to automatically maintain 
the loop during movements of the iron in the 
ironing operation, and a conductor cord leading 
from said receptacle and provided with a plug-in 
cap for connection to an outlet receptacle of a 
house Wiring System. 

3. A cord control for electric irons Cornprising 
a support including a tray for supporting an elec 
tric iron when not in use and a pair of Spaced 
arms leading from the tray for fastening it to an 
ironing board spaced from one edge thereof, a 
conductor cord connected with the iron provided 
With an attachment plug cap, a slip rod extend 
ing transversely between the arms in position 
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4. 
to Support the cord out of contact with the board, 
an electric plug-in receptacle mounted on said 
Support in position to receive the attachment plug 
cap of the conductor cord leading from said iron 
With the cord supported on said rod and form 
ing a depending loop in the space between the 
arms and between the rod and the tray, a counter 
Weight Supported by and running on said loop to 
automatically maintain the loop in said space 
during movements of the iron in the ironing op 
eration, and a conductor cord leading from said 
receptacle and provided with a plug-in cap for 
Connection to an outlet receptacle of a house 
wiring system. 

4. A COrd control for electric irons having a 
conductor cord and plug cap connected there 
With, comprising an electric plug-in receptacle, 
means for mounting the receptacle on an ironing 
board Spaced from one end of the board in posi 
ion for detachably plugging into it the attach 
ment plug cap of said conductor cord, a lead 
cord and plug leading from the receptacle for 
detachably plugging into an outlet receptacle of 
a house Wiring system, a guide means for the 
Conductor Cord from the iron mounted on the 
board in a position to hold this cord out of coin 
tact. With the board and permitting a downward 
ly extending loop in this cord in the space be 
tween the end of the board and the first re 
ceptacle, and a counterweight on said loop in 
cluding Supporting means supported by and run 
ning on the cord to maintain the loop in Said 
Space as the iron is moved back and forth. 

5. A cord control for electric irons comprising 
as a unit a support including a tray for support 
ing an electric iron when not in use and Spaced 
arris extending laterally from the tray forming 
In eans for Securing Said tray to an ironing board 
Spaced froin. One edge Of the board, a conductor 
COrd connected With the iron and an electric re 
ceptacle mounted on the unit for electrically 
connecting Said cord with an outlet receptacle of 
a house wiring system, a slip rod mounted on 
and extending transversely between said arms 
Spaced from the tray in position to hold the cord 
out of contact with the board, means connecting 
the cord to the first receptacle with the cord 
extending from the iron over the rod and form 
ing a depending loop between the rod and the 
tray in the space between the arms and between 
the board and the tray, and a counterweight 
Supported by and running on this loop to auto 
matically maintain the loop in said space during 
movement of the iron in the ironing operation. ; 
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