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o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FRANKLIN K. Hicrox,
of New Haven, in the county of New Haven
and State of Connecticut, haveinvented anew
Improvement in Corsets; and I do hereby de-
clare the following, when taken in connection
with the accompanying drawingsand the let-
ters of reference marked thereon, to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the same, and
which said drawings constitute part of this
specification, and represent, in—

Figure 1, a side view of one-half of a corset
embodying my invention; Fig. 2, a section on
the line @ b of Fig. 1; Fig. 8, a section on the
line c d of Fig. 1; Fig. 4, aplan view of the cen-
tral portion of the hip-section and two side
strips.

This invention relates to an improvement
in corsets, and particularly to that class in
which the lower portion of the hip-section is
shorter than the main body of the corset, and
which are commonly called “cutaway” cor-
sets. Inthemoregeneral construction of cor-
sets of this class the lower edge of the hip-sec-
tion is rounded, the points merging into the
frontand back sections of the corset 5 but dif-
ficulty is experienced in cutting the fabric to
give the desired shape to the corset.

The object of this invention is to produce
a corset of the cutaway type having the hip-
section constructed so that it may be readily
cut from fabric and provide a neat and com-
fortable corset which will retain its shape
over the hip; and it consists in the construc-
tion as hereinafter described,and particularly
récited in the claim.

A represents the front section, and B the
back section, of a corset, which may be of any
approved ‘construction, and which do not re-
quire description. Between these sections A

and B is the hip-section, which consists of a
central portion C, shorter than the sections
A B and curved at its lower end, to which is
attached an elastic portion D, the two por-
tions C D being united by a reinforce which
overlaps the adjacent edges of the two parts.
The side edges of these combined parts are
connected with the front and back sections
A B by strips F G, which form pockets for
the side steels H. By thus cutting the cen-
tral portion C independent of the side strips
I am enabled to obtain the desired shape for
the hip-section, which can thus be cut with-
out difficulty and without waste of material,
and in single-thickness corsets the fabric may
be cut so that the direction of weave of the
cloth will be such as to avoid improperstretch-
ing. The reinforce strengthens the corset
where the greatest strain comes and protects
the upper edge of the elastic section.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim asnew, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

The herein-described corses comprising a
frontand back section and a hip-section com-
posed of a central portion shorter than the
front and back sections, and curved at its
lower end, an elastic section secured to the
lower edge of said central section and con-
nected thereto by a reinforce overlapping said
two sections, said combined hip-section con-
nected o the front and rear sections by dou-
ble stay-strips, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of twosubscrib-
ing witnesses.

FRANKLIN K. HICKOK.

Witnesses: ‘
FrED. C. EARLE,

Lirriax D. KELSEY.
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