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This invention relates to improvements in hold-
ers, and more particularly to improvements in
devices for holding and protecting the free edges
of the pages of loose-leaf notebooks or the like.

In the use of notebooks, particularly those of
the loose-leaf type, I have found that the pages
in time are apt to become “dog-eared” or frayed,
and that ordinary means of finding or holding
any particular page, such as book-marks are very
apt to become dislodged and lost. Heretofore
there has been no convenient means for holding
the loose-leaf type of book closed or for holding
it open in any particular position.

By my present invention I have provided a de-
vice which may be readily attached to the exist-
ing types of notebooks or other types of books
such as catalogues, street directories and the like
wherein the pages of the book may be securely
held in either an open or closed position, and
where the device cannot become Iost or misplaced
when released. Furthermore the nature of the
device is such that it serves as a protector for the
edges and corners of the book, preventing the
same from becoming “dog-eared” or frayed and
soiled, and wherein loose pages or notes which
have been loosely placed in the book may be re-
tained therein without falling from the book.

Although the device is particularly adapted to
notebooks, it may be applied with equal facility
to the other types of books mentioned. Further-
more it is adaptable to such devices as clip boards
and may be used to replace the spring-pressed
clamp used on such boards for holding loose
papers or the like.

Still other advantages of the invention and
particular character of the invention itself will
become more apparent from the following de-
scription wherein several embodiments of the
invention have been described and which deserip-
tion is illustrated by the acecmpanying drawings.

In the drawings: )

Fig. 1 is an end edge elevational view of a ring
type notebook showing the device of my invention
applied thereto;

Fig. 2 is a plan view of the book of Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is an end edge elevation with the covers
up and showing the book open;

Fig. 4 is a plan view of the book of Fig. 3;

Fig. b is a view similar to that of Fig. 1 show-
ing the holding device released from engagement
with the edges of the book;

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the device of my
invention removed from the book;

Fig. 7 shows the device of my invention ap-
plied to an ordinary book;
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Fig. 8 is an enlarged fragmentary perspective
showing in detail a modification of the parts
which make up the invention;

Fig. 9 is a view partly in elevation and partly
in section of the device of my invention applied to
an envelope;

Fig. 10 is a side elevational view of the inven-
tion applied to a clip board:

Fig. 11 is a fragmentary plan view of the device
of Fig, 10;

Fig. 12 is a modified form of the invention;

Figs. 13 and 14 are fragmentary edge and plan
views of a modified form of the invention;

Figs. 15 and 16 are views similar to Figs. 13
and 14 of another modification of the invention;
and

Fig. 17 is an end elevation of a folder embody-
ing the invention, certain alternate positions of
the parts being shown by dotted lines.

Referring now to the drawings throughout
which like parts are designated by like reference
characters, and particularly to Figs. 1 to 6 inclu-
sive, the invention is shown as applied to the well
known ring type of notebook which comprises

5 front and back covers | and 2 having a plurality

of blank sheets 3 therebetween, the pages and
covers being engaged along one edge by a bind-
ing element 4 which may be any of the well known
types of binding elements now on the market.
A spiral binding element may be used in place of
the ring elements 4 or separate rings may be
used. It is also within the purview of the in-
vention to apply it to those types of books which
are sewed along the back for holding the pages
in place. In the type shown the covers and pages
have rectangularly aligned holes punched there-
through through which the ring sections 8 ex-
tend permitting the book to lie open as best
shown in Figs. 3 and 4.

As best shown in perspective in Fig. 6, I pro-
vide a supporting member 5 which may comprise
a sheet of fiber board or other stiff material pro-
vided along one edge with rectangular apertures
6 adapted for connection with the rings 4, which
board may be of substantially the same size as
the pages of the sheets in the book in which it
is adapted to be used. Inthe embodiment shown,
however, the supporting member § extends slight-
ly beyond the edges of the book, and has attached
thereto a pair of flaps 1. The flaps T may be of
relatively stiff material or of flexible material
with a stiff insert of material along the edge
to stiffen the same. In either event the point of
attachment of the flaps with the support § pro-
vides a hinge at 8 which allows the flaps to be
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folded-over back upen the element B or in par-
allelism therewith as shown in the figures. Each
of the flaps is provided with guides at its outer
corner extremities which may be formed of
folded-over portions 9 which provide a channel
opening therethrough through which a rubber
band 18 may be passed. If the material of the
flaps is relatively stiff they may be scored at 8
in order to provide the hinge mentioned. It will
be quite chbvious that the part of the flap to be
folded over cculd be made of stiff material and
the zone where the flaps are attached to the sup-
porting member § would comprise flexible ma-
terial such as cloth or other fabric, adhesively or
otherwise connected-to the supporting member 5
or to the supporting member of the flaps. Al-
though in the disclosure of the drawings the point
of connection of the flaps with the supporting
member § is shown as extending beyond the edge
of the book, it is quite within the purview of this
invention that this zone could be between the
pages of this book, thus bringing the hinged por-
tion of the device closer to the edges of the pages.

As best shown in Fig. 1, the flaps may be folded
over around the edges of the cover portions and
the free edges of the book and held in position
securely by a rubber band 18 which surrounds
both the flaps and the pages of the book, being
guided and held by the guides 8. In this position
the book is held securely closed and the edges of
the pages are protected by the material of the
flap against abrasion and accidental turning.
When it is desired to open the book, the exireme
edge of the flap adjacent the book cover is en-

gaged by the fingers and raised, stretching the 3

rubber band, and the fiaps are thus unfolded or
turned inside-out to the position shown in Fig.
5. This action is quickly accomplished and when
the flaps are disengaged the edges of the hook
are free and may readily be opened or laid flat
for use.

1f it is desirable to hold the book open at some
predetermined place, the flaps may be returned
to a similar position as shown in Fig. 1, which
position is clearly illustrated in Figs. 3 and 4
wherein one flap engages the back cover and the
other flap engages and holds the remaining
pages of the book, those on the left hand side
being free. When used in this manner, the
sheets may be slid from under the flaps singly
if desired. If it should be desired to hold the
book open at a particular place, for instance if
it were desired to hold. all of the sheets securely
at a place where the book is open as shown in
Figs. 3 and 4, the loose pages 3 and the cover |
can be folded until the covers are back-to-back
and the flap engaged over the loose pages and
covers, holding the book open and inside-out.

In applying the invention to permanently
bound books such as street directories, reference
pooks or the like, the invention may comprise &
single flap as best shown in Fig. 7 having an edge
12 secured to or formed integral with the cover of
the book and a flexible intermediate portion 13
and a movable flap portion which comprises the
parts 13 and 14 adapted to be snapped over the
free edge of the book as shown in the full lines
and which parts take the position shown in the
dotted lines when disengaged to permit access
to the leaves. ILoops or guides {3 are provided
for the rubber band {0 as in the other instance.
It will readily be seen that the flap {2=—1ié may
be folded over to encompass any desired number
of pages to hold any particular position that the
reader of the book desires:
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Although in Figs. 1 to 7 inclusive I have shown
the guides 9 and 5 for the rubber bands as be-
ing formed integral with the flaps, it is obvious
that different forms of guides may be used, one
other such form being shown in Fig. 8. In this
instance the flaps 1 are provided with a folded-
over portion 9’ which is fermed to provide a
pair of channels 16 in which a U-shaped clip i1
may be slidably inserted. With such an ar-
rangement the clips i1 may be removed from
engagement with the flaps to permit the in-
stallation of new rubber bands, should the old
ones become worn out. Still other clips which
permit removal of the rubber bands and renewal
thereof, are shown as will hereinafter more
clearly appear. Although the rubber band 1a
is the preferred form of resilient member used
because of the economies involved, it will be clear
that other expedients may be used and achieve
the same result. For instance, a fabric tape
could be used which would not entirely surround
the book but would have ends partially sur-
rounding the book and spaced apart, a spring
would he secured to the ends of the tape; the tape
being free to slide in the guides 9, the spring
and tape combination would have substantially
the same effect as the rubber band. Further-
more the flexible material for the hinge could be
supplanted by a metallic hinge commonly known
as a piano hinge.

In Fig. 9 I have shown another modification of
my invention as applied to an envelope. In this
event the envelope would have the side walls 20
and a bellows type end wall 2{ formed in any
desirable manner and the member 5 would be in-
serted in the envelope and secured by hinge ele-
ments 22 to the bottom of the envelope. In fhis
device the flaps could be folded over to engage
the free edges of the sides 28 of the envelope to
hold the same closed, the ordinary flap of the
envelope may thus he eliminated. In operation
the flaps are released in exactly the manner as
described for the book, the release being quick
and substantially instantaneous, with no danger
of the contents of the envelope being lost. With
this device the usual rubber band passed around
the envelope as is common practice is elimi-
nated. This is highly desirable since ordinarily
the rubber band is often lost in removing it
from the envelope because it snaps away to parts
unknewn or is rolled off of the envelope when
pulled from the pocket of the user.

In Pigs. 10 and 11 I have shown the inven-
tion. applied to what is commonly known as a
clip board. This board which is ordinarily of
relatively thick fiber or wood provided with a
metal clip hingedly secured at one end, the
papers being secured under the clip in a well
known manner, has many disadvantages among
which may be considered the weight; the board
of necessity having to be made heavy because
of the structure of the clip and the springs be-
ing attached thereto. These prior boards, as is
well known, cannot be conveniently stacked one

= upon the other because the clip presents an ir-

regular surface not conducive to stacking. In
the clip board of my invention, the board 38
may be made of relatively light weight fiber or
thin sheet metal and the flaps 31 are secured to
the board by portions 82 which are riveted or ce-
mented thereto providing a hinge at 33. The
flaps in this instance comprise a sheet metal
insert 34 covered by any desired material and
are provided with keyhole shaped notches 35 at
their outer edge corners in which rubber bands
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10 may be inserted. The partieular board shown
is provided with clip flaps at each end which
permits holding of the papers at both top and
bottom. The flaps being on each side, blank
papers may be placed on one side and when
filled out may be removed and placed on the
other side. Although the flaps in this instance
may be made reversible as those previously de-
scribed, I have found that in a board of this type
there are some advantages to be obtained in
eliminating the reversible feature and to even
provide means whereby they cannot be reversed,
In this instance, the means comprises a notch
36 formed in the edge of the board and which
provides a shoulder 37 against which the rubber
band is engaged as best shown in the Fig. 10,
Obviously when this notch is provided the Haps
cannot be reversed unless the rubber band is
deliberately removed from engagement with the
shoulder 37. At the same time the flaps may be
opened sufficiently far to permit the papers to be
readily inserted. Not only does the rubber band
serve to hold the flaps closed, but it also guides
the edges of the paper maintaining the same in
alignment as they are inserted under the flap.
This is particularly desirable when the board is
used for the making of manifold copies from
forms where certain blank spaces are provided
on printed forms. In the embodiment shown the
flaps are formed to provide inwardly protruding
transversely extending portions, one being at the
extremity of the flap as at 39, and the other being
spaced from the extremity of the flap at 40.
These portions, 3% and 48, provide a line contact
of the flap transversely across the papers serving
to hold the same more securely. It should be
understood, however, that the flaps may be made
flat if desirable, and that the flaps instead of
converging toward the hinge could be square ad-
jacent the hinge, on the order of the flap of Fig.
7, or of more flexible material which would allow
the insertion of a greater number of papers.
Such flexibility would also permit the flaps when
holding the papers to lie parallel with the papers
rather than to extend divergently as shown par-
ticularly at the right hand side of Fig. 10. As
previously stated, the keyhole shaped slot per-
mits the rubber band to be engaged in the flap or
removed for renewal when desired.

In Fig. 12 I have shown a modified form of a
resilient means for holding the flaps closed. In
this instance the notch 36 in the board may be
eliminated and a keyhole slot 45 provided in
the edges of the board. The rubber bands are
then looped through the keyholes 35 in the flaps
and through the notch 45, holding the flaps
closed. It will be obvious that in this type of
fastening a spring could also be used secured to
the board at the point 45 and to the flap and
that no tape would be necessary.

In Figs. 13 and 14 I have shown another modi-
fication particularly designed for the clip board
but which may be also applied to the other flaps,
wherein the metallic insert 34 has struck from
it a hook 46 which extends through the cover-
ing and which provides a guide for the rubber
band. The end of the hook may extend down-
wardly at 47 to prevent accidental escape of the
rubber band therefrom and may be in actual
contact with the flap, the hook being sufficiently
resilient to permit the same to be raised to allow
insertion of the rubber band, or the hook may
extend in the other direction.

Another modification is shown in Figs. 15 and
16 which is substantially the same as that of Figs.
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13 and 14 except that the hook 46 is struck in-
wardly on the inside of the flap. In this event
the curved portion 49 of the flap provides a chan-
nel extending transversely across the board and
which permits the rubber band to be concealed on
the inside of the flap. :

In Fig, 17 I have illustrated a folder to which
the invention may be applied. In this instance
the device is provided with cover members 51 and
52 hingedly secured to each other at 53. The
cover 51 may be provided with a flap 54 to which
a rubber band 10 is secured to hold the same in
position in substantially the same manner as
Figs. 10 and 11 and which. permits papers indi-
cated at 96 to be readily inserted and held in
position. - The other cover may be provided with
a pocket comprising the parts 57 and the flap 58
for holding papers which it is desired to conceal.
In this event the flap 58 might not have the seli-
closing feature or it could be made shorter than
shown and embody the self-closing feature.

Secured at the point of hinged connection 53,
is the supporting element 38’ substantially the
same as the clip board and which carries hinged-
ly at its ends the flaps 3f held by the rubper
band 10. With this embodiment, the folder which
may be the ordinary folder such as used in busi-
ness files and is particularly adapted for that
use, the sections 5i and 52 may be folded up
against the member 30’ and engaged by the
flaps 31 which holds the same, in the same man-
ner as described for the papers in the clip board.

It will thus be seen that there are many de-
partures that can be made from the structures
shown and which will be apparent to those skilled
in the art and it is not my intention to limit
the invention to the precise structure shown but
that the invention should be limited only as de-
fined in the appended claims and which claims
should be construed with a range of equivalents
to which they are entitled in view of the status
of the prior art.

I claim:

1, In a device of the class described, including
a flap, supporting means hingedly supporting the
flap, guide loops formed on the underside of said
flap, resilient means comprising a rubber band
trained through and slidable in said guide loops
and extending along the underside of the flap
for holding the flap resiliently toward one side
of the support.

2. In combination with a notebook having a
plurality of pages, means for holding the pages
of said book comprising a supporting member
secured to said book, flaps hingedly secured to
said member and extending over opposite sides
thereof, guides carried by the flaps, resilient
means trained through the guides on said flaps
and under the flaps to hold said flaps engaged
over the edges of said pages.

3. In a protector for a notebook or the like, a
supporting member formed with openings there-
in for binding it in a notebook, a pair of pro-
tective flaps hingedly carried by the support and
extending over opposite sides of the support, said
flaps extending over the free edges of the note-
book, resilient means connected to the flaps for
holding the flaps in folded over position, said
flaps being capable of being turned in unfolded
position from holding engagement with the free
edges of the notebook, said resilient means hold-
ing said flaps in open position.

4. In a device for holding a book closed com-
prising a supporting member adapted to be con-
nected o the book, flaps connected to said sup-
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porting member and -extending over the free
edges of the book, guides carried by the flaps and
a resilient means trained through said guides and
around said flaps. for holding the flaps in folded-
over position, said resilient means adapted to be
stretched to allow said flap or flaps to be turned
from folded-over book edge engaging position to
unfolded book edge disengaged position and hold-
ing said flaps in said open position.

5. In a device of.the class described, a sup-
porting member adapted to be secured to an
article having loose parts to be held, a pair of
flaps of flexible material secured along the edge
of said support, and adapted to be folded over
said loose parts, stiffening means for the edges
of said flaps and guide means connected to said
stiffening - means, a resilient band extending
through said guide means and around said flaps
and supporting member adapted to hold said flaps

resiliently toward said supporting member, said .

flaps. and resilient band adapted to be quickly
folded over said loose parts to hold the same
against the supporting memper and unfolded for
disengagement thereof.

6. In a device of the class described, a support- .
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ing member and & pair of flaps hingedly con-
nected thereto, resilient means connected to the
flaps for holding the flaps against the opposite
faces of the member, said resilient means being
of sufficient resiliency to permit said flaps to be
raised from engagement with said member to
allow .insertion of loose papers thereunder, said
resilient means. extending between the sides of
the flaps and guiding and aligning the edges of
said papers under said flaps.

7. In a device of the class described, a support-
ing member adapted to e secured to an article
having. loose parts to be held, a ‘pair of flaps
movably secured along the edges of the support
and adapted to be folded over said loose parts,

guiding means carried by the flaps on the under-

side thereof adjacent their side edges, a resilient
pand extending through said guide means and
along the underside of said flaps holding said
flaps resiliently toward the supporting member,
said flap and resilient band adapted to be quickly
folded over said loose parts to hold the same
against the supporting member and unfolded for
disengagement thereof.
CHARLES L. ESTERLY.



