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TooTHPICKDISPENSER 
Jesse J. Solomon, Legion, Tex. 

Application November 18, 1947, seria No. 786,612 

This invention relates to improvements in dis 
pensers for toothpicks, matches and similar small 
articles, and nore particularly to an improved 
dispenser for storing toothpicks and dispensing 
them, substantially one at a time, upon manual 
actuation of the dispenser. 

It is among the objects of the invention to pro 
vide an improved dispenser which is easy to oper 
ate, positive in operation, effective to deliver a 
single toothpick, ornot more than two or three 
toothpicks, at a time, is easy to load, retains a 
supply of toothpicks in a sanitary condition, and 
deliVers singletoothpicksto a location from Which 
they may be easily removed for use, and which is 
simple in construction, economical to manufac 
ture and neat and attractive in appearance. 
Other objects and advantages Will become ap 

parent from a consideration of the following de 
scription in conjunction With the accompanying 
drawing Wherein: v . . . 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a toothpick dis 
penserillustrative of the invention; 
Figure 2 is a front elevation of the toothpick 

dispenserillustrated in Figure 1; 
Figure 3 is a vertical longitudinal cross-section 

taken substantially on the line 3-3 of Figure 2; 
and 

Figure 4 is a longitudinal cross-section of a 
fragmentary lower portion of the dispensertaken 
substantially on the line 4-4of Figure 3. 
With continued reference to the drawing, the 

improved dispenser has a pair ofside walls 10, 
a back wall li and a front wall i 2 inclosing a 
rectangular upright chamber having a width 
slightly greater than the length of a conventional 
toothpick. A top cover l3 is hinged at its rear 
edge to the upper edge of backwall by a suit 
able hinge il 4 and extendsforwardly over the 
upper end of the chamber resting upon the top 
edges of the backside and front Walls. This cover 
may be raised, When desired, for access to the 
interior of the upper end of the chamberto place 
a supply of toothpicks in the storage compart 
ment provided in the upper portion of the 
chamber, 
The front wall 2 has its lower edge 5 posi 

tioned a considerable distance above the bottom 
of the chamber and a base or bottom Wall 6 is 
secured to the bottom edges of the back and side 
walls and extends forwardly of the plane of the 
front wall 2. The side Walls are provided at 
their lower ends With forwardly direction ex 
tensions 7 Which extend along the base 6 to a 
location near the front edge thereof and haVe 
upwardly andrearwardly inclined top edges which 
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eXtend from a position somewhat above the front 
edge of the base to the bottom edge 5 of the front 
Wall 12, asis clearly illustrated in Figures 1 and 3. 
A loW, forwardly and upwardly inclined, Wall I8 
eXtends along the front edge portion of the base 
6 between the forward ends of the side wall ex 

tension 7 and a movable inclined, cover i 9 is 
pivotally connected at its upper edge by a hinge 
20 to the lower edge portion of the front Wall i 2 
and rests upon the inclined upper edges of the 
side Wall eXtensions, This cover has a down 
Wardly and rearwardly inclined Wall 2 securedi 
to its underside at the front edge thereof the 
loWer edge of Which rests upon the top edge of the 
wall 8 When the cover is closed, as illustrated in 
Figure 3. Atongue 22 extends outwardly from 
the front or lower edge of the inclined cover 19 
at the center thereof, as is clearly illustrated in 
Figure 2, to provide a convenientlift for the cover 
so that access may be conveniently had to the 
space between the side Wall extensions and below 
the cover i 9 When desired. 
A pair of downwardly and inwardly inclined 

baffles 23 and 24 are secured in the chamber 
intermediate the height thereof and constitute a 
bottom for the toothpick storage compartmentin 
the upper portion of the chamber. 
The baffile 24 is secured to the back Wall li and 

the baffile 23 is secured to the front wall 12 and 
eXtends rearwardly of and below the bottom 
edge of the baffile 24. The two baffies converge to 
the transverse center of the chamber between the 
front and back Walls thereof and the convergent 
edge portions are spaced apart, a distance which 
is normally insufficient to permit the passage of 

- a toothpick therebetween. 
A cylindrical roller 25 ispositioned immediately 

below the bottom edge of baffile 23 and has re 
duced cylindrical end portions 26 and 27 jour 
nalled in Suitable apertures provided in the side 
Walls i0, as is clearly illustrated in Figure 4. 
This cylindrical roller has three longitudinal 
grooves 28 therein Which are preferably spaced 
at equal angular distances around the outer sur 
face thereof andare of a Size to normally receive 
a singletoothpick. The roller ispositioned so that 
it contacts the lower edge of the baffile 23, as 
shown in Figure 3 and normally holds this edge 
of the baffile in a position relative to the opposed 
lower edge of the baffile 24 Such that a toothpick 
cannot pass between the lower convergent edges 
of the two baffles. However, when the lower edges 
of baffile 23 drops into one of the grooves 28 the 
bafflesare sufficiently separated to permitatooth 
pick to pass therebetween and the flexible baffile 
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23 is slightly jarred to cause a toothpick to pass 
between the convergent edges of the baffles and 
fall into the upper groove 38 in the roller 25. 
A hand knob 29 is Secured on the longer re 

duced end portion 27 of the roller in a manner 5 
such that the roller is constrained to turn With 
the hand knob, and an apertured reinforcing 
plate 30, secured to the adiacent side wall, also 
rotatably receives the longer reduced end portion. 
27 of the-roller, to provide additionalbearingsur 
face for the end of the roller to which the hand 
knobis attached. . . . 
Toothpicks dropping into the grooves.28. of the. 

roller 25 are dropped by the roller, upon con 
tinued rotation thereoi, upon the upper eridipor 
tion of an inclined plate 3 which eXtendsfrom. 
the inner lower edge of Walli 8to the inner Sur 
face of back Wall li at a position above:the.baSe 
i 6 and substantially at the level of the roller 25. 
Toothpicks deposited upon the Upper. portion. of. 20 
the inclined piate 3 i slide down this inclined. 
plate and onto a pair of Spaced ramps 32 Which. 
position the toothpick at the inneri lipper edge of 
Wall 8 and above the loWer edge portion. Of. in-- 
climed plate 3 iso, that the toothpick, canbe easily 25 
grasped by the fingers of a person desiringto; 
remove, the tooth pick from the dispenser. This 
grasping of the tootinpickisfacilitated by the pro 
vision of a recess 3, in wali, 18 between the-ramps 
32. Atongue 3è extending from Wall 21 closes: 3o 
the recess 33: When the cover i 9 is closed. 
The entire dispenser is preferaby, formed of ai 

suitable translucent.ortransparent material Such: 
as a suitable synthetic resinbut sone of the parts, 
such as the hand Knoo, 3 and the-tongue 22 may: 35 
becolored, if desired. 
The upper portion of the chamber betWeethe: 

baffles. 23 and 24 and thehinged cover. 3: provides: 
storage space for a large quantity of toothpick.S. 
and rinaintains the toothpickSin a Sanitary con 
dition. As the toothpicks are; dispenSed by the; 
roller 25 they fall to the ramps 32, Wheres they 
are protected by the, inclined coVer. 9 So that, 
if any toothpicks accumulate on the ramps, they 
are alsomaintainedina clgan and Sanitary.cor 45 
dition unti used. 
The base. i6 is preferably, extended beyond the 

side-walls. Olandis provided in this eXtended por 
tioia-With suitable: apertures through Whichscrews, 
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o other, fastering devices. may be extended to 5o 
Secure the: dispenser solidy to a counter crtable: 
or, by means of Whichi: rubber suction Cups:33 nay: 
be. Secured to the base to mount the: dispense: 
upon asimooth surface. : 
As is apparent from the: draWing the device:iss 55 

eXtenely Simple, in construction, positive: innop 
eration andis, easily operated to dispense: tooth 
picks, substantially one at as.time, Whenever: des 
Sired. 

4 
The invention may be embodied in other Spe 

cific forms Without departing from the Spirit or 
essential characteristics thereof. The present 
embodiment is therefore, to be considered in all 
respects as illustrative and not restrictive, the 
scope of the invention being indicated by the ap 
pended claim rather than by the foregoing de 
scription, and all changes Which come Within the 
neaning andrange of equivalency of the clain 
arethierefore intended to beenbraced therein. 
What is claimedis: 
In a toothpick dispenser having a front Wall, 

aback Wall and two side Walls defining an up 
right chamber, a pair of downwardly and in 
Wardly inclined baffles in said chamber secured 

i one to Said front. wall and one to saidback Wall 
and converging to the transverse center of Said 
chamber between said front and back Walls, one 
of Said baffles being disposed at its loWer edge 
beloWethelower edge:of the otherbaffile; andbeing 
movable relativeto-Said other baffle:to: open, and: 
cose between the-: contiguous. portions of said. 
bafflesa passage having: a maximum Width, only. 
Sufficient to-admait one toothpickata:timetherer 
through, a roller eXtending transversely, of. Said. 
chamber in contact With the-loWer edge of. Said 
One baffile: andjournaled: in said Side. Walls said" 
roller, having therein longitudinally extending: 
grooveSangularly Spaced around saidroller and: 
haVing: a Width and depth slightly greaterthian 
the thickness of a toothpicktobedispenSed, Said, 
passage:being: closed Whenthelower edge of Saide 
One-baffile contacts saidroller, betWeen Said groovesi 
and being opened: When, the: loWer edge: of said; 
one baffileis disposed inone of Saidigrooves, means 
Secured to Said. roller at the outer side of: ome 
of Saidside Walls.for manuallyrotating saidroll 
er, and means belloW saidroller for conveying: 
toothpicks to a location at Whichthey are: re 
moVed:front:the:dispenser: 
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