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To all whom Tt may concern:

Be it known that I, Davip H. CROSSER, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Cleveland, county of Cuyahoga, State of Ohio,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Garment-Supporters, of which
I hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact. description, such as will en-
able others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same.

The objects of the invention are to provide
a garment-supporter which will not tear and
injure the clothing and which will afford
means for the quick attachment to and
ready detachment from the supported article
of clothing.

I am aware that garment-supporters are
old provided with V-shaped grooves in
which a corner or fold of the goods to be sup-
ported is inserted, the tension thereon being
entirely obtained by the increased grip upon
the goods as the goods are pulled down to-
ward the lower end of the slot. I am also
aware that metallic supporters provided with
V-shaped holding-slots have heretofore been
protected by some form of non-metallic cov-
ers or edges for the groove which will not tear

- the-goods as readily as the hard metal form-
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ing the body of the supporter. These pro-
tected edges have heretofore been separated
to form open slots and have consisted of coat-
ings of bone, celluloid, or rubber, and the ef-
ficlency thereof has been limited to softening
or smoothing the metal edges of the slot. In
the present mvention, however, my aim is to
obtain increased efficiency and practicability
over these inventions and to obtain greatly-
increased gripping and holding capabilities,
while simuTtaneoUsly roviding increased pro-
tection for the goods fgom direct contact with
the metal slot.

The invention consists in the metallic sup-
port or backing provided with a longitudinal
groove closed at the lower end and in the
elastic or flexible plate superimposed thereon
and rigidly secured thereto at the outer edges,
thus leaving the central portion free to move
in and out from the metallic backing. A
single vertical cut centrally divides this plate
and extends nearly to the lower end.

The invention is further described in the
following specification, illustrated in the ac-
companying drawings, and specifically point-
ed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure lisa

- front view of the device. Iig. 2 1s a rear

view thereof. Tig. 3 is a vertical central sec-
tion; Fig. 4, a transverse section on line z ,
Fig. 1. Fig. 5is a separate view of the flexi-
ble plate; and Fig. 6 is an enlarged transverse
section of the device similar to Fig. 4, show-
ing the action of the edges of the flexible
plate to prevent the withdrawal of the goods
when inserted from the back of the supporter
between the cut edges of the flexible plate,
the cut edges being thrown outward and the
thickness of the goods preventing the edges
from returning again to the original plane.
In the views, 1 is the metallic backing, pro-
vided with the vertical slot 2 in its lower end,
closed at 3. 4 4 are the recurved or back-
wardly-turned lower edges of the metallic
backing. Partially inclosed and supported
by these is the flexible plate 5, which lies
upon the lower end of the metallic backing
and covers the lower and outer surface there-
of and also the slot. This flexible plate is
centrally divided by means of a vertical cut
6, the edges of which are always in close
contact except when pushed outwardly by
means of a fold of goods or fabric inserted
from the rear through the slot 2 in the metal
backing. These edges are free to move out-
wardly and separate to inclose the goods; but
having the solid metal backing it 1s impossi-

ble to withdraw the goods therefrom except:

by a vertical upward movement, since the
harder the pull backward the more strongly
the edges of the flexible plate will grip upon
the goods and the more firmly the goods will
be retained theréby, since the act of pulling
upon the goods will close the edges more
firmly upon them. The flexible plate can be

made of rubber, leather, or analogous sub-

stances; but of all substances soft rubber is
preferable, since it is not softened by damp-
ness or affected by changes of heat or cold. I
do not claim, however, the precise materials
of which the device is constructed or the ex-
act size or shape of the flexible plate or the
amount of area thereof inclosed by the over-
lapping edges of the metal backing, assuch are
not of the spirit of the invention. '

Tn the drawings the opening between the
edges of the slot 1s shown to be narrower than
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the opening between the inner edges of the

recurved portions of the metallic- backing.
Thus while the fabric could readily be inserted
from the rear, since the broader opening at
the front would permit of such action, it
could not be withdrawn, since the rubber
would yield outward through the broader
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slot, but could not yield backward on account
of the narrowness of the opening of the slot
behind it. :

I am aware that a lining of soft material
has been employed to soften the edges of a
vertical slot in a garment-supporter; but in
such devices the keeper has formed the slot,
and there has been no employment of a slot of

one width of opening and keeper edges having

agreater width of opening, and no such action
as that of my device has been possible.

Having described the invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. The combination in a garment -sup-
porter, of a metallic backing-piece having a
vertical slot in its lower extremity closed at

" the lower end, recurved edges for said plate
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‘approaching one another in front of said

backing-piece, but separated to form a ver-

tical opening broader than said before-men--

tioned slot, and a flexible plate having its
outer edges inclosed between said backing-
piece and the recurved edges of the same, and
provided with a vertical cut in the center,
substantially as described.

2. The combination in a garment - sup-
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porter, of a backing-piece provided with a
vertical slot, integral recurved edges for said
plate separated in front by a wider opening
than said slot, and a flexible plate inserted
underneath said recurved edges, and pro-
vided with a central cut, whereby a portion
of a garment may be inserted transversely
through said slot, cut and opening from the
rear, but cannot be withdrawn in the same
direction, substantially as described.

3. Inagarment-supporter, a backing-piece

rovided with a vertical slot, recurved edges

tor said backing-piece extending in front of
the sides of the said backing-piece, and sep-
arated in front by an opening wider than said
slot, a flexible plate secured underneath said
recurved edges and provided with a vertical
cut, said flexible plate being of approximately
the same thickness as the said slot, substan-
tially as described.

In testimony whereof I hereunto set my
hand this 10th day of April, 1905.

DAVID H. CROSSER.

Witnesses:
Wu. H. MoxROE,
Geo. S. CorE.
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