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[E1]

1A BRYAT A

(57) Abstract: The disclosed communi-
cation system prevents the generation of
unnecessary data streams while minimiz-
ing the power consumption of a switch-
ing hub. Said switching hub (50) exe-
cutes the following processes: a process
which determines whether or not a pack-
et received from downstream is an
IGMP packet, based only on the header
of that packet, and if so, sends a router
(60) a port identifier for the port on

which that packet was received; and a
process which opens or closes the down-

1A Communication system

10 Transmission device

40-1, 40-2, 40-3, 40-4 Receiving device
50 Switching hub

60 Router

(57 B#:

stream port in accordance with an in-
struction from the router (60). Mean-
while, when the router (60) receives the
aforementioned port identifier, the router
executes a process which determines
whether or not the packet relayed by the
switching hub that sent said port identi-
fier is an IGMP join message, by refer-
ring to the payload of said packet, and in
accordance with the result of said deter-
mination, instructs the switching hub to
open or close said port.
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