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57) . ABSTRACT 
A glove and a pad for athletes, as golfers, baseball 
players and the like, wherein the glove is provided 
with a pliable pad having a depression formed therein 
in a direction toward an opening formed between the 
thumb and forefinger when the same are closed about 
the club handle and whereby the pad enables at least 
the smallest fingers dand at least the last finger to 
apply its fullest gripping pressure and forces to the 
club handle. 

3 Claims, 7 Drawing Figures 
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ATHLETE'S GLOVE AND PAD 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Gloves for athletes to aid in the gripping of club han 
dles have been disclosed in the prior art. In U.S. Pat. 
No. 2,258,939 to Nunn, a pad having a shoulder in 
clined transversely of the glove is intended to position 
the glove in the correct "lay' across the hand with no 
consideration given to the proper hand grip by the 
smaller fingers, no less the smallest finger. In the U.S. 
Pat. No. 2,270,882 to Link, a palm structure enables 
the golfer to use the thenar eminence of the hand to 
grip the club, but no provision is made for the proper 
and correct gripping of the club by the smaller fingers 
of the hand. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is directed to a structure to en 
able the more efficient use of the last two smaller fin 
gers, and more particularly, the last or smallest finger 
of the hand, to apply a gripping pressure to the club 
handle and, as a consequence, to more fully control the 
club maneuvers. 
Although the present invention is described with re 

spect to golfers and the effective gripping of a golf club 
handle, it is not to be construed as so limited. Baseball 
players also experience substantially the same handle 
gripping problems as golfers and, therefore, the present 
invention also may be employed by batters as well. 
Therefore, any reference hereafter to a club will be in 
tended to include bats and the like and the handles 
thereof. 

In the game of golf, it is important that the hand grip 
about the club handle be made in such manner that the 
pressure of the grip be maintained throughout the 
swing. The maintenance of constant pressure by the 
thumb, the first or forefinger and the largest middle or 
second finger, is not difficult because these are the 
strongest, the largest and the ones most often used. 
Hence, they are the fingers that are most easily con 
trolled, applied to and wrapped tightly about the club 
handle. Moreover, in applying the golf club hand grip, 
it is common to wrap part of the second hand about the 
thumb and forefinger of the first hand, thereby enhanc 
ing the firmness of their grip. 

In practice, however, it is most important that the last 
or smallest fourth finger, sometimes called the "pinkie' 
finger, and the third finger grip the club as firmly as 
they are able. Only in this way can the player com 
pletely, properly and uniformly control the club 
through every swinging maneuver. 
Hence, the desideratum of the invention is to provide 

an athletic glove for enabling the user to more fully uti 
lize the gripping forces of the last two fingers. More 
particularly, the desideratum of the invention is to en 
able the player to control the smallest finger to apply 
its fullest gripping pressure to the club handle along 
with that pressure applied by the other fingers of the 
hand. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a pad 

on a glove worn by athletes that will pliably bend about 
the handle of a club such that the gripping forces of 
even at least the smallest finger of the hand may be 
fully utilized. 

Still another object and feature of the invention re 
sides in the details of structure of a pad that is posi 
tioned on or with respect to the details of a glove so as 
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2 
to cooperate with at least certain fingers of the hand to 
enable them to exert and apply their gripping forces to 
the club handle. 
The above description, as well as further objects, fea 

tures and advantages of the present invention, will be 
more fully appreciated by reference to the following 
detailed description of a presently preferred, but none 
theless illustrative, embodiment in accordance with the 
present invention, when taken in conjunction with the 
accompanying drawings, wherein: 
FIG. 1 is a plan view of a glove constructed according 

to the teaching of the invention; 
FIG. 2 is a perspective view illustrating the manner 

of use of the glove and a modified pad; 
FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the pad of the glove 

illustrated in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the pad of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 5 is a perspective view of another pad; 
FIG. 6 illustrates the relationship of the club handle 

resting on the glove in the manner shown in FIG. 1 and 
as taken along line 6-6; 
FIG. 7 is a view of FIG. 6 illustrating the manner of 

use of the invention. 
Referring now to the drawings, the athletic glove of 

the present invention is generally identified in FIGS. 1 
and 2 by the numeral 10. Although the glove 10 has 
been illustrated with full coverings or stalls for each of 
the fingers of the hand, including the thumb, it will be 
recognized by those skilled in the art, and without de 
tracting from the scope of the invention, that the glove 
here shown and described may include finger portions 
or stalls which encompass or encircle only partial 
lengths of the fingers. Hence, whether the glove is full 
finger tip length or partial finger length will not affect 
the functioning of the present invention. 
The glove 10 may comprise a narrowed wrist portion 

12 that may be elasticised or include snaps or VEL 
CRO fasteners as are commonly known to be employed 
in golf and baseball gloves, the same being used merely 
to hold the glove snugly to the hand of the user. For 
convenience of understanding, the thumb portion of 
the glove is identified by the numeral 14 while the fore 
finger is shown by the numeral 16 and the middle finger 
is numbered 18. The third finger is indicated by the nu 
meral 20 and the fourth or last smallest finger, some 
times known as the "pinkie," is identified as 22. 

It is known that most golfers and baseball batters at 
tempt to concentrate on gripping the club handle by 
applying equal pressure to the club handle with all of 
the fingers of the hand. To aid in this, most handles, 
more especially golf club handles, are tapered with the 
largest portion of the taper being in the area of the 
smallest or pinkie finger of the hand. This is to enable 
the smallest and the third fingers to apply their most 
forceful grip to the handle in the same manner as the 
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largest or middle finger and forefinger can grip the han 
dle. However, it is known that most golfers, more espe 
cially novice golfers, have difficulty in properly grip 
ping the club handle with the third and fourth fingers, 
and more especially the fourth or smallest finger. Thus, 
it is found that when the smallest finger does not grip 
the club adequately or properly, the club sometimes 
tends to twist or rotate in the hand grip and oftentimes 
the swinging maneuvers to be performed with the club 
are improperly accomplished. Hence, it is important 
that the athlete cater to the last two fingers and more 



3,863,271 
3 

especially, the smallest or fourth finger 22 of the hand 
in the grip of the club. 
Unfortunately, this is not too often done. Therefore, 

the present invention is intended to aid the athlete or 
user of the glove 10 to properly applying the hand grip 
to the club. Hence, even though the athlete may not 
consciously grip the club with his last two fingers, and 
more especially the fourth smallest finger 22, by the use 
of the present invention, the smallest finger and the 
third finger 20 will apply to the club the adequate pres 
sures and forces required of them during a good and 
proper hand grip. 
To this end, a pad generally identified in FIG. 1 by 

the numeral 24 is applied to the palm portion 26 of the 
glove 10 which overlies the corresponding portion of 
the palm of the user. Thus, hereafter when portions of 
the glove are referred to, it is to be understood that cor 
responding portions of the hand are similarly intended 
and failure to refer to the hand hereafter should not de 
tract from the definiteness of the inventive disclosure. 
The pad 24 shown in FIG. 1 is illustrated more clearly 

in FIG. 3 wherein the same has a cross-section that is 
substantially rectangular in shape. The pad 24 may be 
made of any pliable material. For example, it has been 
found in practice that soft rubber or a correspondingly 
foam plastic may be utilized for this purpose. However, 
it is within the scope of the invention that if a pocket 
were provided in the palm of the glove having the shape 
of the pad 24, such pocket could be injected with sili 
cone or other pliable plastic material to accomplish the 
same purposes as the pads here described. 
The pad 24 has a recess 28 that is produced as a re 

sult of providing a portion of lesser thickness 30 inter 
mediate the widthwise ends 32 and 34 of the pad. The 
recess 28 extends for the full length of the pad 24. In 
practice, the ends 32 and 34 may be slightly concave 
to accommodate the thenar 36 of the thumb 14 and to 
conform substantially to the curvature of the crease 38 
produced at the base of the fourth finger 22 when the 
same is bent relative to the palm. The remaining major 
widthwise portions 40 and 42 are positioned at oppo 
site ends of the recess 28 which, incidentally, is adapted 
to receive the handle of the club. To accomplish this, 
the widthwise extent of the recess 28 and extent of the 
portion of lesser thickness 30 may be at least as great 
or greater than the diameter of the club to be grasped. 
For convenience, a club 44 is illustrated in FIG. 2. In 

practice, the pad 24 may be mounted within a pocket 
formed in the glove 10. Since the pad 24 is substantially 
symmetrical about a center line 46 drawn through the 
center of the recess 28 and illustrated in FIG. 1, the pad 
may be used in right-hand or left-hand gloves simply by 
inserting the same into an appropriate pocket provided 
therefor. In FIG. 1 the pad 24 is illustrated as sewn into 
a pocket much in the manner such as is illustrated in 
FIG. 6 wherein the palm portion of the glove 26 has se 
cured to it an overlying pocket cover 48 that is adapted 
to hold the pad 24 in place. When so positioned within 
the appropriate pocket, the center line 46 of the recess 
28 extends in a direction from the heel portion of the 
palm toward the hand gripping opening that is formed 
between and by the thumb 14 and the forefinger 16 
when the same are wrapped closed about the club han 
de 44. 
Thus, the club handle 44 will be positioned along the 

center line 46 of the pad 24. Accordingly, the recess 28 
forms a guide to properly position the club handle 44 
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4 
with respect to the fingers of the hand and properly in 
the palm. Although reference is not yet made to the dis 
closure of FIG. 2 because the same illustrates a pad of 
a modified embodiment, still it will be recognized that 
the club 44 there shown does assume the position of the 
center line 46 illustrated in F.G. 1. 
When so positioned on and with respect to the palm 

portion of the glove 10, the pad 24 extends in width 
from the direction of the thenar 36 of the thumb to 
ward the smallest finger 22. It further extends in length 
from the heel portion of the palm in the direction of the 
opening that is formed between the thumb and forefin 
ger when these are wrapped about the club handle 44. 

Referring now to the embodiment of the invention 
illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 4, the pad there shown is gen 
erally identified by the numeral 124. Because the pad 
124 has details of structure corresponding to that of the 
pad 24 previously described, the like details will be 
identified by like tens-digit numerals. For convenience, 
these numerals will be in the 100 series. The pad 124 
may be similarly mounted or contained on the glove 10 
and in the palm 26 thereof as illustrated in FIG. 2 by 
providing a previously formed pocket such as that illus 
trated in FIG. 6. 
The pad 124 extends in width from the thenar por 

tion 36 of the thumb 14 as shown in FIG. 2 toward the 
smallest finger 22. The major end portions 140 and 142 
of the pad 124 extend widthwise from opposite sides of 
the depression or recess 128. Thus, the recess 128 is 
formed intermediate the major portions 140 and 142 of 
the pad to enable the same to be flexed and gripped 
about the club handle 44. As in the pad 24, previously 
described, the axis 46 of the recess 128 is directed 
along the palm of the glove 10 in the direction of the 
opening formed by the thumb 14 and forefinger 16 
when they are closed about the club 44. 
The width of the recess 128 may be the same as that 

described with respect to the embodiment 24. How 
ever, for convenience, the recess 128 may be slightly 
shallower in depth than the prior recess 28 and may 
have sloping side walls 129 to enable the pad 124 to be 
shallower in thickness than the pad 24. The length of 
the major portion 140 on the one side of the recess 128 
may be longer than that of the other end portion 142 
such that the portion 140 will extend in overlying rela 
tion with the smallest finger 22 of the hand when the 
pad is mounted on the glove 10 or when positioned be 
tween the smallest finger 22 and the handle 44 of the 
club. The lengthwise extent of the major portion 140 
may be varied depending upon the size of the glove 10 
and the hand of the user of the pad 124. However, the 
lengthwise extent of the portion 140 may be varied to 
provide a comfortable cushion between the surface of 
the smallest finger 22 and the club handle 44. 
To enhance the comfort of the pad 124, as is illus 

trated in FIGS. 2 and 4, the pad 124 tapers gradually 
from the end 150 toward the center line 46 of the re 
cess and increases in thickness progressively toward 
such center line. Thus, the major portion 140 conforms 
substantially to the shape of the facing surface of the 
finger 22 and when formed as an integral part of the 
glove 10, provides an added cushion for a substantial 
portion of the length of the finger 22. Hence, when the 
finger 22 is curled about the handle 44 of the club, the 
major portion 140 of the pad 124 also curves and curls 
with the corresponding finger. Thus, it provides a thick 
ness between the surface of the finger 22 and the han 
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dle 44 which tends effectively to increase the thickness 
of the finger 22 so as to enable it to more snugly and 
more forcefully grip the club handle without increasing 
the pressure of the finger on the club handle more than 
that normally required during the hand grip. 

In essence, the major portion 140 functions almost in 
the nature of a shim between the smallest finger 22 and 
the club handle 44. In this connection, the lengthwise 
extent of the portion 140 should be substantially equal 
to a portion of the extent of the finger 22 measured in 
the direction of the crease 38 along the palm of the 
hand or the glove 10. Naturally, it is within the contem 
plation of the invention that if the pad 124 is intended 
to aid in the gripping action to be accomplished by the 
next smaller finger 20, the major portion 140 of the pad 
124 may be extended to overlie the next adjacent finger 
20. 
Referring now to the embodiment of the pad 224 il 

lustrated in greater detail in FIG. 5, like details of struc 
ture thereof will be identified by like tens-digit numer 
als corresponding to those used in the description of 
the pads 24 and 124. For ease of identification of the 
pad 224, such numerals will be identified in the 200 se 
1S. 

The pad 224 has two major widthwise portions 240 
and 242, each of which is separated by a longitudinally 
extending recess 228 having a center line 46. The un 
dersurface of the pad 224 is curved as illustrated at 252 
to conform to the natural curvature of the palm of the 
hand when in a relaxed condition. The opposite ends of 
each of the major portions 240 and 242 taper at 232 
and 234 toward but short of a point directed from the 
heel of the palm toward the opening formed between 
the thumb and forefinger. The tapering ends 232 and 
234 again conform comfortably to fit between the the 
nar of the thumb and between the smaller fingers 20 
and 22. The length of the taper 232 may be varied ac 
cording to the lengthwise extent desired. Thus, as ex 
plained with respect to the embodiments 24 and 124, 
the same may be utilized in connection with the two 
smaller fingers 20 and 22. However, the lengthwise ex 
tent of the surface 232 should be at least equal to sub 
stantially the lengthwise extent of the gloved smallest 
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finger 22 as indicated along the crease 38 of FIG. 1. If 45 
it is desired to utilize the pad with respect to the finger 
20 as well, then the lengthwise extent of the surface 
232 will be equal to substantially the length of the 
gloved fingers 20 and 22 as measured along the length 
of the palm. 

In each of the embodiments here disclosed, the pad 
recess extends for the length of the respective pad. In 
practice, where the pocket formed by the cover 48 on 
the palm portion 26 of the glove 10 is filled with a vis 
cous material such as silicone, the glove palm, namely, 
the pocket cover 48, may be provided with an indent 
preformed therein so as to take the place of the recess 
formed in each of the disclosed pad embodiments. It is 
also noted that in the event the pads are formed of a 
sufficiently soft yielding material, the depth and shape 
of the recess may be varied because the weight of the 
handle 44 of the club, when positioned in the palm of 
the hand, will be sufficient to form its own recess in 
such pad. However, for convenience of explanation 
and ease of understanding, each of the pads is shown 
with the preformed recess. This recess functions not 
only to properly position the handle of the club within 
the hand of the athlete, but also aids in the gripping of 
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6 
the handle by the smallest fingers and more particu 
larly, by the smallest finger 22. 

Referring to FIGS. 6 and 7, the manner of use of each 
of the pads disclosed is there illustrated. It will be rec 
ognized by those skilled in the art that although the pad 
illustrated in FIGS. 6 and 7 initially assumes the shape 
of the pad 224 of FIG. 5, the same manner of operation 
to be described is applicable to the pads 24 and 124. 
When once the pad is positioned on the palm of the 
glove, it may be covered and held in place within the 
pocket defined by the covering 48 that may be sewn di 
rectly to the palm portion 26 of the glove. It is possible 
also that a pad having the configuration of any of the 
embodiments described may be positioned directly on 
the palm of the hand and held to the palm of the hand 
by a glove positioned thereover. 

In referring to FIGS. 6 and 7, the handle 44 of the 
club is placed in the palm of the hand to extend beyond 
and through the opening formed between the thumb 14 
and the forefinger 16 when wrapped about the handle. 
In such case, the handle 44 would assume the position 
along the center line 46 as shown in FIG. 1 or as is more 
fully illustrated in FIG. 2. As the fingers of the hand are 
wrapped about the club handle 44, the surface 48 of 
the cover of the pocket is moved or pressed into the re 
cess 228 of the pad. A further wrapping of the fingers 
about the club handle 44 and more particularly the 
smallest finger 22 causes the major portions 240 and 
242 of the pad to fold and be engaged more snugly be 
tween the thenar of the thumb 36 and the smallest fin 
ger 22 with the club 44 now snugly engaged in the re 
cess 228 as illustrated in FIG. 7. 
The remaining portions of the pocket of the glove, 

which had fit loosely about the pad 224 such as is illus 
trated in FIG. 6, are now snugly engaged about the sur 
faces of the pad as shown in FIG. 7. The pad functions 
as a thickness between the finger 22 and the club han 
dle so that it is not necessary to apply any more pres 
sure to the smallest finger than the same is normally ac 
customed to applying to a club. Yet, by providing the 
thickness of the pad between the smallest finger and 
the club, the smallest finger can now apply its fullest 
pressure to the club to prevent the relative movement 
of the club with respect thereto. 

If in the same manner the pad is positioned between 
the next smallest finger 20 and the club handle 44, such 
finger will also be able to utilize its fullest force without 
undue or unnecessary straining application. In this way, 
the smallest fingers of the hand can be fully utilized to 
control the manipulations of the club at its handle with 
out causing the user or athlete to apply any greater 
pressure than he normally is accustomed to doing and 
without causing undue strain on the finger muscles or 
distracting the attention of the athlete from his task. In 
this way, all of the fingers of the hand can apply their 
fullest pressure to controlling the manipulations of the 
club without undue strain or distracting concentration. 
While there have been shown and described and 

pointed out the fundamental novel features of the in 
vention as applied to a preferred embodiment thereof, 
it will be understood that various omissions and substi 
tutions and changes in the form and details of the de 
vice illustrated and in its operation may be made by 
those skilled in the art without departing from the spirit 
of the invention. It is the intention, therefore, to be lim 
ited only as indicated by the scope of the claims ap 
pended hereto. 
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What is claimed is: 
1. A hand glove for golfers and the like having finger 

stalls and a palm area including glove portions to cover 
the palm of a hand including the thenar and heel of the 
hand, 
the invention comprising an elongated pad of pliable 

material connected to the glove palm extending 
along the heel portion thereof from the thenar por 
tion to and along at least a portion of the extent of 
the smallest glove finger stall, 

and a recess defined in said pad extending in a direc 
tion from the heel portion of the glove toward an 
opening between the thumb and forefinger of the 
glove when the same are wrapped about a club 
handle. 

2. A hand glove as in claim 1, 
said recess being a depression in said pad intermedi 

ate the elongation thereof to define two major en 
larged portions on opposite sides thereof, 

said recess being shaped to receive a club handle 
therein when said enlarged portions are wrapped 

O 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

8 
about the club handle. 

3. A hand glove for gripping the handle of a golf club 
and the like wherein the glove has a palm area for cov 
ering the palm of the user's hand with a portion of the 
glove covering and extending from at least the thenar 
portion of the hand and with a portion of the glove ex 
tending across the heel of the hand to at least a finger 
stall for the smallest finger of the hand, 

the invention comprising a pad of flexible material 
connected with the glove to extend across the glove 
palm area from the thenar portion thereof and 
along at least an extent of the finger stall for the 
smallest finger of the hand, 

and two enlarged portions relatively spaced along 
said pad from the thenar portion of the glove to the 
finger stall, said relative space between said en 
larged portions being defined by a recess provided 
in said pad intermediate the ends thereof to accom 
modate therein the club handle. 
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