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METALLIC INLAY DECORATION FOR
SPECTACLE CASES

Carl R. Jerry, Rochester, N. Y., assignor to
Shuron Optical Company, Inc.; Geneva, N. Y.,
a corporation of New York .

Applic‘ation October 12, 1934, Serial N‘o. 748,108
17 Claims. (CL 41-—34)

This invention rclates to a decorated spectacle
case and pertains more particularly to a deco-
rative element for the case and to the manner
of applying the same thereto. -

The main object of my invention is to provide’

a spectacle case or the like with simple and in-

expensive decoration means that may be quickly

and easily applied to the conventionally con-
. structed case.

Another object of the invention is to provide a
case structure of the above mentioned class com-
prising a flexible covering composed of a plu-
rality of pieces arranged in juxtaposed relation
and to provide a decorative element that may be
r-adily applied to the case in such a manner as
to join and conceal the adjacent edges of the
covering.

A further object of the invention resides in
providing a decorative element for a case com-
prising metallic members which, although par-
tially imbedded in the covering for the case
member, will have the appearance of being fully
inlaid.

Still another object of the invention resides in
producing a decorative element for spcctacle cases
or the like having a structure which is readily
applicable to a multiplicity of different designs.

Other objects and advantages pertaining to
the construction of the decorative element and
to the manner of anplying the same to a spec-
tacle case all of which will more fully appear from
the following description taken in connection
with the accompanying drawings in which:—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a spectacle
case having a decorative element embodying the
various features of this invention associated
therewith. : :

Figure 2 is a fragmentary perspective view illus-
trating one end of a spectacle case in the open
position and a portion of the inner lining of the
cover thereof folded backwardly to better illus-
trate -the underlying structure,

Figure 3 is a top plan view of the decorative
element illustrated in Figure 1.

Figure 4 is an enlarged transverse sectional
view taken on line 4—4, Figure 3.

Pigure 5 is an enlarged transverse "sectional
view taken on line 5—35, Figure 1.

Figure 6 is a top plan view of a spectacle case
illustrating a modified form of an outer case
covering together with a modified form of my
novel decorative element.

PFigure 7 is an enlarged detall sectional view

_ taken on line 1—1, Figure 6. .

Figure 8 is a top plan view of the decorative
elcment ilustrated in Figure 6. o

Figure 9 is a plan view of a ‘spectacle case
illustrating a further modified form of deco- .
rative element. .

Figure 10 is a plan view of the decorative ele-
ment illustrated in Figure 9 before the same has
been applied to the case. ' :

Figure 11 is a plan view of a spectacle case
illustrating a still further modified form of deco- 10
rative element applied thereto.

Figure 12 is a plan view of the decorative ele-
ment illustrated in Figure 11 before the same
has been applied to the case.

As iltustrated in Figures 1, 2 and 5 of the draw- 18
ings, the spectacle case as { is composed of a
substantially rzctangular body portion 2 and 2
cover portion 3, both of which are preferably
composed of sheet metal stampings and are
hinged together along one longitudinal edge 20
thereof as at 4, Figure 2. The body and cover
members, as shown in Figure 2 are provided with
the usual pliable outer covering 5§ composed pref-
erably of leather or a manufactured fabric of a
cloth base covered with one or more coatings 25
of what is commonly called pyroxylin or other
plastic material which is then embossed or treat-
ed to obtain various colors and designs or grains.

The case is also shown as being provided with
a lining 6 in the conventional manner and which 30
may be composed of any suitable material such
as plush, velvet or the like.

The hereinbefore mentioned decorative ele-
ment for thz case is of the nature of an inlay
comprised of one or mcre thin relatively narrow
metallic bars or strips 8 composed preferably of
zine and chromium plated on one side. How-
ever, I do not wish to be limited to any specific
class of material as it is obvious that various
other flexible materials, such as aluminum, chro- 40
mium or nickel plated brass or the like may be
readily used. e :

These bars or strips may be cut or stamped
from & sheet of suitable material and arranged
to form a multiplicity of suitable designs, de-

.pending upon the desire and skill of the de-

signer. For instance, in Figures 1 and 3, I have
illustrated one design of my novel inlay or dec-
orative element and which is of substantially
rectangular outline comprising a pair of longi-
tudinally extending side bars 10 of greater length
than that of the ‘case member to which the inlay
is to be applied. These side bars [0 are arranged

_in transverse spaced relation and intermediate
longitudinally extending bars

it are arranged 55
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between the side bars 10 in longitudinal align-
ment with their inner ends terminating in
spaced relation substantially midway between
the ends of the side bars 10.

The inner end portions of the intermediate
bars 11 are connected to the side bars i0 by
obliquely disposed cross bars i2, The adjacent

ends of the longitudinal bars are tied together -

by a cross bar {3 which, it will be noted, will

maintain adjacent end portions of the longitudi- -

nal bars in predetermined fixed relation. . -

As {lustrated more particularly in Figure 4,
each longitudinal bar and cross bar is formed
slightly concaved by the turning of the longi-

“tudinal edges thereof laterally away from the

plated or outer surface of the bar as at 14 which
not only aids in securing the inlay to the case
as will hereinafter be more apparent, but also
provides a recess {5 for the reception and main-
tenance of suitable adhesive that is applied to
the inner surface of the bar 12 as illustrated at
This inlay is applied to the case | during
the process of manufacture of the case in the
following manner. '

The case body 2 and cover 3 are first formed

- in the usual manner from sheet metal by stamp-.

ing or other suitable means and then these mem-
bers are secured together as by hinge means 4.
‘The outer covering 5 is cut to the proper outline
and treated with a suitable adhesive such as
gutta percha by the application thereof to the
inner surface of the covering. The covering is
then fitted to the case in the conventional man-
ner by manually applying the same to first the
outer surface of the body 2 and then to the
outer surface of the covering 8 after which the
marginal edge of the covering is folded inwardly
about the marginal edge of these case members
as illustrated at 18, Figure 2. .

The inlay is then placed over the outer cover-
ing of either the body portion or cover portion
or both, as desired, and the ends of the inlay
are folded inwardly about the adjacent edge of
the case member.

It will at this point be observed that inas-

- much as the length of the side bars 8 is greater
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than that of the case member, as previously -

stated, the end tie bars 13 are positioned as il-
lustrated in Figure 2 within the case member, as
the cover 3, adjacent the marginal edge I8 of the
covering 5 and will maintain the adjacent por-
tions of the longitudinal bars 18 and 1! in pre-
determined spaced relation during and after the

folding of the ends thereof about the marginal .

edge of the cover. The case is then placed in a
conventionally constructed cover applying ap-

. paratus which includes a heated die that presses

the covering into close contact with the outer

surface of the body and cover and with the mar-

ginal and inper edges of the case. At the.same
time the heat of the die renders the adhesive car-
ried by the covering material effective so that

- the covering is securely mounted on these metal

85
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‘case members.

It will now be understood that the inlay will
receive the same treatment from the die as the
case covering and will thereby be securely fixed
to the case simultaneously with the outer.cover-
ing and without the necessity of any change or
alteration being made to the cover applying
mechanism, . o

In other words, the die member will press the
inlay into close contact with the outer case cover
and the heat of the die will render the adhesive
carried by the inlay effective for firmly securing

2,022,316

the inlay to the cover with the outer ends of sald
Inlay folded Inwardly about the marginal
edge of the case member to which the inlay is
applied. PFurthermore, owing to the inlay bars
having the edges thereof turned inwardly, the
bressure exerted by the dle will imbed the sides
of the bar into the case covering to a greater or
less degree and thereby further secure the in-
lay to the case.

That is, owing to the fact that the longitudinal 10
edges of the bars are imbedded in the covering
material as at 10’, Figure 5, peculiarly adapts
them to co-act with the adhesive in maintain-
ing the bars against lateral displacement. Not
only this, but inasmuch as the longitudinal edges 15
of the bars are slightly rounded and imbedded
in the covering material, it is obvious that these
edges will provide a smooth even feel and this
has. the further advantage of glving the im-
pression that the thin metallic strips or bars 20
comprising the inlay are fully imbedded in the
case with the outer surface thereof flush with
the covering material.

This feature of the invention is clearly shown
in Figure 5, although the drawing being made 25
to. such an enlarged scale greatly exaggerates
the amount to which the inlay extends outward- .
ly from the outer covering.

Atter the outer covering and inlay have thus
been applied to the body and cover, the case is 30
removed from the cover-applying apparatus and

<r

- the inner covering or lining § is then manually.

applied in the conventional manner with the -
aid of a suitable adhesive so that the Iining will
not only cover the interior of the case body and 35
cover but also the inturned edges of the outer
covering and the inturned ends of the inlay bars
so that the completed device will present a neat,
finished and attractive appearance,

In Figures 6, 7 and 8 I have illustrated a modi- 4.
fled form of inlay and outer covering. In this
instance, the outer covering as 20 is composed of
two separate contrasting pieces of material 20’
and 20’’ which may be of the same kind but of
different color or they may be of different kinds, 45
such for instance, as leather and a treated fabric

formed in the manner previously described.

These covering pieces are arranged in juxta-
posed relation with their adjacent edges extend-
ing diagonally across the case cover. These cov- 50

-ering pleces may be, as shown, applied directly

to the corresponding portions of the case member -
or the outer surface of the case may be com-
Pletely covered with one of the cover members’
such as the fabric 28’ and the other cover piece 55
a8 20’ may be applied over a corresponding por-
tion of the underlying fabric cover.

The inlay shown in these figures comprises a
Single bar 8 formed in the manner described
above for the bars in the inlay shown in Figure 3. 60
The bar 8 is arranged obliquely across the case
cover in such a manner as to span the adjacent
edges 21 of the covering materials so as to con-
ceal said edges therebeneath, as illustrated in
Figure 7. The bar 8 is of greater length than the 65
underlying portion of the upper surface of the
cover and has the ends thereof folded inwardly
about the edges of the cover in the same man-
ner in which the ends of the inlay shown in Fig-
ures 1 and 2 are folded and these inturned ends 70
of the bar 8 function to maintain the bar in

. fixed relation with the cover and are concealed

by the inner. covering or lining § in the manner
previously described for the device shown in Fig- ]

-ures 1 to 5 inclusive. ) 76
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It will be noted that when the covering and
inlay are constructed in the manner disclosed in
Figures €, 7 and 8 that the inlay not only serves
as a decoration for the case but also functions as
a retaining member for holding the adjacent
edges of the two contrasting cover materials in
position.

In Figures 9 to 12 inclusive, I have shown
modified forms of case coverings together with
further modifications of my novel decorative ele-
ment or inlay. For instance, in Figure 9 the

outer covering as 25 is composed of a single

plece of material provided with contrasting col-
ored portions. The inlay as shown more par-
ticularly in Figure 10 is provided with a longi-
tudinally extending bar 26 and two angularly dis-
posed bars 27 which extend obliquely across the
longitudinal bar 26 in spaced relation to adiacent
ends thereof. These angularly disposed bars 21
intersect each other near one end in a plane
substantially midway between the ends of the
longitudinal bar 26 and the adjacent ends of the
angular bars 27 are tied together by a cross bar
28 while the other ends of the angular bars 21
and the corresponding ends of the longitudinal
bar 26 are tied together by cross bars 29, Other
angularly disposed bars 30 extend from the junc-
tion of the angular bars 21 outwardly in diverging
planes thereto and connect with the longitudinal
bar 26 intermediate the junction of the angular
bars 21 with said longitudinal bar and the cor-
responding oufer end of the longitudinal bar to
form triangular sections 31. :

The inlay as shown in Figure 10 is applied to
the case cover in the manner shown in PFigure 9
with the longitudinal bar 26 extending longi-
tudinally of the cover in spaced parallel rela-
tion with the hinged side thereof while the june-
tion of the angularly disposed bars 21 is ar-
ranged substantially midway between the ends of
the case in spaced relation to the edge thereof
opposite the hinge side.

The outer end portions of the longitudinal bar
26 and angularly disposed bars 21 are folded in-
wardly about the edge of the cover member in a
manner shown and described for the structure
shown in Figures 1 and 2 so that the cross tie
members 28 and 29 will lie within the case and
be concealed by the inner covering or lining
thereof. It is thus seen that these tie bars func-
tion in the same manner as the tie bars 13 shown
in Figure 3 for maintaining the end portions of
the adjacent bars 26 and 27 in predetermined
spaced relation during the application of the in-
lay to the case.

The major portion of the outer covering which
is shown plain may be of any suitable color such
as blue, while the portions of the cover defined
by the triangular sections 31 are shaded as indi-
cated by section line from a deep yellow or gold
adjacent the longitudinal bar 27 to a red or pink

-at the opposite end thereof. Also the triangu-

lar portion defined by the outer ends of the angu-
lar bars 21 adiacent the junction thereof is col-
ored as indicated by section lines green. -

In the structure shown in Figures 11 and 12
the inlay is composed of a plurality of, in this
instance three, longitudinally extending bars 3%
which are arranged in slightly parallel spaced
relation. A pair of angularly disposed bars 86
are arranged to extend obliquely across the longi-
tudinal bars 35 intermediate the centers and ends
thereof. As illustrated, the outer ends of the
angular bars 36 and the corresponding ends of
the longitudinal bars 3% are tied together by

cross bars 37 while the opposite ends of the

angular bars 36 are tied together by a cross

bar 38. .

3

The cross bar 38, in this instance, has each -

end thereof extended beyond the corresponding
angular bar 36 and is connected with the longi-
tudinal bars 35 by a_pair of angularly. disposed
bars 39 arranged in spaced parallel relation with
the adjacent portion of the angular bar 35.

Tt will be noted that when this inlay is applied
to the case, as illustrated in Figure 11, the cross
bars 37 and 38 will lie within the case cover in
spaced relation to the adjacent edge thereof simi-
lar to the manner in which the tie bars I3 are
arranged and will maintain the corrcsponding
longitudinal or angularly disposed bars in pre-
determined spaced relation during the applica-
tion of the inlay to the case. L

It will be noted by referring to Figure 11 that
I have here again illustrated another decorative
arrangement of the case cover which combines
with the metallic inlay to produce novel artistic
effects. For instance, I have shown certain por-
tions as 40 and 41 of the case cover as outlined
by the bars of the inlay member which conirast
in appearance from the remaining portion of the
case. These porticns 40 and 41 may be formed
by coloring the corresponding portions of the
cover member to prcduce contrasting shades or
the portions may ke formed by embossing or the
like to represent leather or the portions wuay be
formed by securing portions of leather to the
underlying portion of the outer covering to pro-
duce varied and artistic effects.

Although I have shown and particularly de-
scribed the various features of this invention to-
gether with certain modifications or different ar-
rangements thereof, I do not wish to be limited
to the exact construction shown as various other
changes may be readily made without departing
from the spirit of the invention as set forth in
the appended claims.

I claim:

1. A spectacle case or the like comprising in
combination a case member and a decorative ele-
ment for said case member including an elon-
gated substantially flat element arranged across
the outer surface of the case member, said elon-
gated element being formed with an inwardly
curved edge imbedded in the case member to
form a substantially smooth even surface from
the case member to the decorative element, and
means for securing the element to said case
member,

2. A spectacle case or the like comprising in
combination a case member and a decorative
element for said case member comprising a sub-
stantially flat bar arranged across the outer sur-
face of the case member, said bar being formed
with an inwardly curved edge imbedded in the
case member to form a substantially smooth sur-
face from the case member to the bar, and means
for securing the decorative element to said case
member,

3. A spectacle case or the like comprising in
combination a casc member and & decorative ele-
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ment for said case member . comprising a sub-

stantially flat bar arranged across the outer sur-
face of the case member and having the ends
thereof folded inwardly about the edge of the
case member for securing the bar to said member,
the edges of said bar being curved inwardly to-
ward the case to form a substantially smooth
even surface from the case member to the bar.

4., A spectacle case comprising a sheet metal

70
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cover member for the case, a covering of flexible
material extending over the outer surface of the
cov'er‘ member, and a decorative bar arranged
across the outer covering and having the ends
thereof folded inwardly about the edge of the
case member for securing the bar to said mem-
ber, said bar being formed with inwardly curved
edges imbedded in said outer covering.

5. A spectacle case or the like comprising in
combination a case member having a covering
of flexible material extending over the outer sur-
face thereof, a decorative bar arranged across
the covering with the ends folded inwardly about
the edge of the case member for- securing the
bar to said member, and additional means for
securing the bar to the covering.

6. In a spectacle case or the like comprising
in combination & case member having a cover-
ing extending over the outer surface thereof, said
covering ‘comprising two pleces of flexible mate-
rial arranged in juxtaposed relation with their
adjacent edges extending across the outer surface-
of the case member, and a metallic bar inlay ar-
ranged over said adjacent edges of the covering,
and means for securing the bar inlay in position.

. A case for spectacles or the like comprising

~ a case member having a covering including areas
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of contrasting surfacss, a metallic decorative bar
arranged across said case member for joining
said surfaces, the ends of the bar being folded
inwardly about the edge of the case member for
securing the bar to said member, and additional
means for securing the bar and covering together.

8. In a case for spectacles or the like, a deco-
rative element comprising a plurality of thin sub-
stantially flat metallic bars arranged in spaced
relation, said bars being adapted to extend across
the outer surface of the member of the case with
the ends thereof folded inwardly about the edge
of said member, and tie means connecting the
adjacent ends of the bars for maintaining the
corresponding end portions of said bars in fixed

‘predetermined relation with each other.

9. A device as in claim 8 in which the bars
have their longitudinal edges curved laterally

. whereby said edges will become more or less im-

55

bedded in the case member when the bars are
applied thereto under pressure,
10. A device as In claim 8 in which the bars

. are formed slightly convex in cross section where-

by the longitudinal edges thereof will become
more or less imbedded in the case member when
the bars are applied thereto under pressure.

11. In a device of the class described, the com-
bination with a case for spectacles or the like
comprising a body member and a cover member
hinged together, a covering of flexible material
extending over the outer surfaces of the body
and cover members and folded inwardly over the
edges of said members, and a lining element for
sald case adapted to extend over the inturned
edge of the outer covering, of a -thin substan-
tially flat metallic decorative bar arranged across
the outer covering of one of the case members
and with the ends thereof folded inwardly about

. the edge of said member and extended beneath

the case lining to bz concealed thereby.

12. In a device of the class described, the com-
bination with a case for spectacles or the like
comprising & body member and a cover member

- hinged together, a covering of flexible material
.extending over the outer surfaces of the body
-and cover members and folded inwardly over the

2,022,316

edges of sald members, and a lining element for
sald case adapted to extend over the inturned
edge of the outer covering, of a decorative ele-
ment comprising a plurality of thin substantially
flat metallic elongated bars arranged with their
ends in spaced relation, means comprising cross
bars securing adjacent ends of the elongated
bars in fixed predetermined relation, said elon-
gated bar being arranged across the outer cover-
ing of one of the case members and having the
ends thereof folded inwardly about the edge of
sald member with said cross bars positioned be-
neath the case lining to be concealed thereby.
13. A method of manufacturing a decorated
case for spectacles or the like which comprises 15
providing a decorative element from a thin sub-
stantially flat metallic bar or strip, applying ad-
hesive to one side of the bar, positioning said
bar on the outer surface of one of the case mem-
bers and folding the ends of the bar inwardly 20

[

‘about the edge of the case member, and then

securing the element to the case by the applica-
tion of heat and pressure.

14. A method of manufacturing a decorated
case for spectacles or the like which. comprises 23
providing a decorative element from a thin sub-
stantially flat metallic bar or strip, applying ad-
hesive to one side of the bar, positioning said
bar on the outer surface of one of the case mem-

bers and folding the ends of the bar inwardly 32

“about the edge of the case member, then securing

the element to the case by the application of
heat and pressure, and then applying & lining
to the interior of the case and over said folded
ends of the bar. :

15. A method of manufacturing a decorated
case for spectacles or the like which comprises
forming a decorative element from a plurality of
thin substantially flat metallic bars or strips, ap-
plying adhesive to one side of the bars, position- 49
ing said decorative element on the outer surface
of one of the case members and folding the ends
of certain of the bars or strips about the edge of
sald case member, and then securing the decora-
tive element to the case by the application of 45
heat and pressure.

16. A method of manufacturing a decorated
case for spectacles or the like which comprises
forming a decorative element from a plurality
of thin substantially flat metallic bars or strips, 50
applying adhesive to one side of the bars, posi-
tioning said decorative element on the outer sur-
face of one of the case members and folding the
ends of certain of the bars or strips about the
edge of said case member, then securing the 55
decorative element to the case by the application
of heat and pressure, and then applying a lining
to the interior of the case and over said folded
ends of the bars.

.17, A spectacle case comprising in combination 60
& sheet metal case member having a covering of
flexible material extending over the outer surface
thereof, a thin metallic element located upon
sald covering, said metallic element being formed
with an inwardly curved edge imbedded in said 65
covering to form a substantially smocth even
surface therewith, adhesive means on the under
side of said metallic element for securing the
same to said covering, and additional mechanical
means integral with said metallic element and 7¢
cooperating with said case member for holding
said metallic element in position. '

CARL R. JERRY.
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