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This invention relates to shoemaking and is 
particularly concerned with a method of iden 
tifying the several parts of different pairs of 
shoes to facilitate their assembly during the 
shoemaking operations. 
In the manufacture of shoes, the completed 

uppers are assembled from a plurality of parts, 
Such as vamps, quarters, tips, etc. which, after 
being cut from the upper stock materials, are 
arranged into groups of matched pairs of cor 
responding parts for right and left shoes. To 
facilitate the proper assembly of these parts 
into completed uppers, and also to insure a 
matching-up of the completed uppers when they 
are assembled on their lasts, it is common prac-. 
tice to mark the parts of the matched pairs 
with indicia identifying the pair and also often 
With Symbols indicating size, width, and case 
number. This kind of marking, commonly called 
"match-marking,' is generally accomplished by 
printing the identifying indicia, and the sym 
bols where used, directly on the lasting mar 
gins of the parts by machines designed for per 
forming this operation. 
With most materials the machine method of 

marking is satisfactory. However, there are sev 
eral materials, frequently employed in the man 
ufacture of shoes, such as, for example, Suva, 
cloth, Basket weave material and certain rep 
tiles, on which good marking cannot be obtained 
by direct printing, due to the uneven surfaces 
and the inability of these materials to take ink. 
Hand marking by means of colored pencil or 
crayon is usually resorted to for marking these 
materials, in spite of the additional time and 
labor involved in such procedure. Also, With 
materials which will take ink, uniform legibility 
is not always obtained on many colors and it 
often becomes necessary to use special colored 
inks to give the contrast required. 
An object of this invention is, therefore, to 

provide an improved method for marking shoe 
parts by means of which uniformly legible mark 
ings may be readily and rapidly applied to all 
kinds and colors of materials. 
With this object in view, the improved method 

contemplates the marking of shoe parts by means 
of a strip, or piece of paper, or similar material, 
on which the identifying indicia are directly ap 
plied. This strip is selected to provide a sharply 
contrasting background for the marking ink and 
is attached to the lasting margin of the part to 
be marked in any suitable manner as by adhesive 
or mechanical fastenings. 

Preferably, and to facilitate the match-mark 
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ing of pairs of corresponding parts which have 
been previously brought together, the strip is 
provided with two sets of like indicia, and is 
Simultaneously attached to the lasting margins 
of the two parts in such a manner that one of 
the sets of indicia lies on one of the parts while 
the other set lies. On the other part. Upon sev 
erance of the strip along a line between the two 
Sets of indicia, the two parts are left bearing the 
identifying indicia, i.e., match-marks, which are uniformly legible upon the background provided 
by the strip, regardless of the nature or color of 
the material. By using the strip marked with 
two sets of indicia the parts may be handled in 
pairs, as received from the cutting room, and 
the marking process appreciably expedited. 
Various manipulative steps may be employed 

in attaching the marked strips, and, as is illus 
trated in the accompanying drawing, a strip may 
be applied to matched parts by inserting it be 
tween the contiguous edges of a pair and at 
taching it to the inner surfaces of the parts, 
or it may be folded over the edges of a pair and 
attached to outer surfaces of the parts. 
In the drawing, 
Fig. 1 is a plan view of a marking strip befor 

application to the parts; 
Fig. 2 is a perspective view of a pair of shoe 

- parts showing a marking strip after it has been 
applied to the contiguous edges of the parts; 
and - 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of a portion of a 
pair of shoe parts with a marking strip applied 
to the Outer Surfaces of the parts and about to 
be severed to separate the parts. - - 

Referring to the drawing, a match-marked 
Strip 5 is first prepared by printing, or other 
Wise providing, two like sets of identifying in 
dicia. , 9... on a piece of paper, or similar mate 

Where the strip is to be attached by 
Sticking it to the parts the paper is preferably 
gunmed on the side opposite to the markings. 
The marking of the strip may be done by hand 
or by a Suitable machine. 
In applying the strip 5, where the parts , 
5 of the pair are assembled with the surfaces 

to be marked in face-to-face relation, it is first 
folded upon itself along a line 7 between the 
two sets of indicia. The gummed back of the 
Strip is now activated, if necessary, as by mois 
tening, or, if plain ungunmed paper was used 
in making the strip, adhesive is applied, and the 
folded strip inserted between the parts and stuck 
to their lasting margins. As will be seen from 
Fig. 2, in which the top part of the pair has 



2 
been turned back to expose the attached strip, 
one of the sets of indicia, or match-marks, lies 
on One of the parts while the other set lies on 
the other part. The strip is now severed along 
the line 7 and the parts separated, each with 
a portion of the strip 5 bearing match-marks 
which are clearly legible on the background pro 
Wided by the strip material. 

If the pairs of parts are received with the Sur 
faces to be marked facing away from each other, 
the strip may be applied in the manner illus 
trated in Fig. 3. In applying the marked Strip 
under these conditions its gummed back is first 
activated, or adhesive is applied if the strip is 
not gummed, and then the strip is folded Over 
the edge of the pair of parts 9, 2, and secured 
to the Outer surfaces of the parts, as ShoWn. 
This positions one portion of the Strip bearing 
the indicia, on each of the parts and, upon SeV 
erance along the line 7, as indicated, for exam 
ple, by the knife 23, these parts are match 
marked by the portions of the strips attached 
thereto. 
Instead of printing the indicia on the Strips by 

means of inked type they may be marked in the 
following manner. The strip is formed of mate 
rial having one side coated with thermoplastic 
adhesive containing ink and is pressed against 
marking dies which, while not cutting through 
the strip, make deep impressions thereon. When 
the strip is applied to the parts it is subjected to 
heat which activates the adhesive and also 
causes the ink to seep through the impressions 
thereby bringing out the markings on the other 
side of the strip. 

Having thus described my invention, What I 
claim as new and desire to Secure by Letters Pat 
ent of the United States is: 

1. In shoemaking, that improvement in meth 
ods of marking which comprises the steps of at 
taching to the two parts of a pair of parts a strip 
bearing tWO like sets of identifying indicia, and 
severing said strip between said sets of indicia. 

2. That improvement in methods of match 
marking shoe parts Which comprises the steps of 
attaching to the two parts of a pair of shoe parts 
a strip bearing two like sets of match-marks, and 
severing said strip between said sets of marks. 

3. In shoemaking, that improvement in meth 
Ods of marking which comprises the steps of ar 
ranging a pair of parts in surface to Surface Con 
tact and with their marginal edges in substantial 
registration, attaching to corresponding portions 
of the marginal edges of Said parts a strip bear 
ing two sets of like identifying indicia, and Sev 
ering said strip along a line between said sets of 
indicia, to separate said parts. 

4. That improvement in methods of match 
marking shoe parts which comprises the steps of 
arranging a pair of matched parts in Surface to 
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surface contact and with their marginal edges 
in substantial registration, attaching to cor 
responding portions of the marginal edges of 
said parts a Strip bearing tWo Sets of like match 
marks, and Severing Said strip along a line be 
tWeen said sets of marks to separate said parts. 

5. In shoemaking, that improvement in meth 
ods of marking which comprises the steps of 
marking a strip with two sets of like identifying 
indicia, attaching Said strip to the two parts of 
a pair Of parts, and Severing said strip along a 
line Separating said sets of indicia. 

-6. That improvement in methods of match 
marking shoe parts which comprises the steps of 
marking a strip with two sets of like match 
marks, attaching said strip to the two parts of a 
pair Of Shoe parts so that one of Said sets of 
match-marks lies on One of said parts and the 
other set lies on the other part, and severing said 
strip between said sets of marks. 

7. That improvement in methods of match 
marking shoe parts which comprises the steps of 
marking a strip with two sets of like match 
marks, folding Said Strip , along a line between 
said marks to bring Said marks together, insert 
ing said strip between the marginal edges of a 
pair of matched shoe parts arranged in face-to 
face relation, attaching said strip to both of said 
parts, and Severing said strip along said line to 
Separate Said parts. 

8. That improvement in methods of match 
marking shoe parts which comprises the steps 
Of marking a strip With two sets of like match 
marks, folding Said strip over the edge of a pair 
of matched shoe parts arranged in back-to-back 
relation, attaching said strip to both of said 
parts, and severing said strip along a line be 
tween Said Set of marks to separate said parts. 

9. That improvement in methods of match 
marking shoe parts which comprises the steps of 
marking a gunmed, strip with two sets of like 
match-marks, folding said strip along a line be 
tWeen said sets of marks to bring said marks to 
gether, moistening the gummed sides of said 
folded Strip, inserting said strip between the 
marginal edges of a pair of matched shoe parts 
arranged in face-to-face relation to stick said 
strip to both of said parts, and severing said strip 
along said line to separate said parts, 

10. That improvement in methods of match 
marking shoe parts which comprises the steps of 
marking a gunned strip with two sets of like 
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match-marks, moistening the gummed side of 
Said strip, folding said strip over the edge of a 
pair of matched shoe parts arranged in back-to 

: back relation to stick said strip to both of said 
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parts, and Severing. Said Strip along a line be 
tween said Set of marks to separate said parts. 
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