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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
ROBERT H. SWIITH, OF SONIER WILLE, IVIASSACHUSETTS. 

BOOK. 

S.234,502. Specification of Letter's Patent. 3Pateated July 24, 191'. 
Application filed October 1, 1915. Serial No. 53,553. 

To (ill thom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, RoBERT H. SMITH, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Somerville, in the county of Middlesex and 
State of Massachusetts, have invented a cer 
tain new and useful Improvement in Books, 
of which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to a system of pag 

ing books, and provides a paged book in 
which the page number also indicates the 
section or chapter and thus facilitates ready reference. 

Generally stated instead of numbering the 
pages of the entire book serially beginning 
with 1, divide the pages of the book into 
a number of Sections or groups according to 
Subject-matter, each group having a charac 
telistic number. The pages of each section 
are serially numbered from 1 up, the serial 
number together with the characteristic sec 
tion number being combined in a special 
way to give an easily expressed page and Section designation. 

Consequently in case of revision of only 
a certain section or sections of the book the 
general paging of the book is disturbed in 
only that section. The system is thus of 
peculiar value in the case of text books and 
similar works subject to frequent partial 
revision. It is also of utility in the case of 
loose leaf books of printed notes or text, 
various parts of which are subject to exten 
sion or continuation simultaneously. 

illustrate the invention as applied to a 
text book in the accompanying drawing, in which :- 

Figure 1 is a perspective of an open book 
showing my system of paging applied there 
to, and r 

Fig. 2 indicates the arrangement of an 
alphabetic index for use with such paging. 
The book is provided with covers a and 

leaves b. These leaves b bear page desig 
nations (in the usual positions as illustrated. 
Assuming that the individual sections of 

the book will have not to exceed 99 pages, 
two digits will provide for the serial num 
bering of the pages in any section. In this 
case two digits will always be used, the 
numbers below 10 being written 01 02, 03, 
etc. The purpose of this is to give a char 
acteristic position to the digits representing 
the section number, thus causing a correct 
numerical sequence of the numbers in any section. 
The section numbers are expressed by one 

or more digits placed directly to the left of 
the two digits just mentioned, the two sets 
of digits firming a single number. For coin 
Venience in Ireading prefer to distinguish 
the section digits by printing them in dif 
fei'ent type, such as heavy faced type. The 
paging in section i would then be i01, 2.02, 
03, and So on up to any number not ex 

ceeding 99. Similarly the paging in sec 
tion 12 would begin with 1,201. By assign 
ing Sections to corresponding main subjects 
or chapters, any one may be revised without disturbing the others. 
The difference in type is an assistance in 

reading: for example, 2.11 is read “one 
eleven'; .249 is read “twelve forty nine,” etc. 
With a book so paged an alphabetical in 

deX may be used, and would appear as in 
dicated in Fig. 2. It has the advantage of 
indicating at a glance the section number 
as Well as the page number. 

It may be observed that in the example 
just described the units and tens places give 
the serial number of the page in any section, 
While the hundreds place, and places to the 
left thereof, express section numbers. 
In case no Section would exceed nine pages 

the section number could appear in the tens 
place, the unit place or digit being alone 
used for page serial number. Similarly if 
one or more sections would require over 99 
and not Over 999 pages, the units, tens, and 
hundreds digits can be used to express serial 
page numbering and the thousands place 
and those to the left thereof be used to ex 
press section numbers. 

In any case I find it desirable to use dif 
ferent type for the section number digits 
and the Serial number digits to indicate at a 
glance the meaning of the numbering, the 
two sets of digits being united in a single 
page number or designation, and hence not 
otherwise readily distinguishable. Other 
equivalent means of distinguishing the two 
sets of digits forming a single number will 
readily suggest themselves, all that is neces 
sary being ready identification of the two. 

In Some cases it is unnecessary to distin 
guish the two kinds of digits in which case 
a single kind of type is used without any 
distinguishing mark. This gives charac 
teristic freedom from repaging where only 
a part of the book is revised, and is satis 
factory where the number of the sections has no particular significance. 
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With a book paged in this Way an alpha 
betically arranged subject-matter index can 
conveniently be used, the page numbel's giv 
ing at a glance the section number as well. 
In many classes of books, particularly text 
books, this is of great convenience because 
it is possible to identify the section of the 
book dealing with the subject matter ingen 
eral as well as the particular page referred 
to, the former information being often as 
important as the latter to the person search 
ing the index. I have described my invention as applied 
to the paging of books for the reason that 
that is a field in which it gives striking ad 
vantages. I do not, however, confine myself 
thereto, as it is obviously applicable to gen 
eral indexing work, familial examples of 
which are loose leaf systems, card systems 
and the like. 
Having thus described my invention, 

what I claim is:- 
1. A book or the like, comprising a plu 

rality of pages grouped in sections, each 
page bearing a characteristic number des 
ignation consisting of an Arabic digit or 
digits expressing the number of the section, 
immediately followed by a constant number 
of Arabic digits expressing the number of 
said page in such section, the two sets of 
digits forming a single number indicative 
of the position of such page as related to the 
whole number of pages constituting the 
book. 2. A book or the like, comprising a plu 
rality of pages grouped in sections, each 
page bearing a characteristic number desig 
nation consisting of an Arabic digit or digits 
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expressing the number of the section, imme 
diately followed by a constant number of 
readily distinguishable Arabic digits express 
ing the number of said page in such section, 
the two sets of digits forming a single num 
ber indicative of the position of such page 
as related to the whole number of pages 
forming the book. 

3. A book or the like, comprising a plu 
rality of pages grouped in sections, each 
page bearing a characteristic number desig 
nation consisting of an Arabic digit or digits 
expressing the number of the section, imme 
diately followed by a constant number of 
Arabic digits expressing the number of said 
page in such section; the two sets of digits 
forming a single number indicative of the 
position of such page as related to the whole 
number of pages constituting the book, and 
the digits of the two sets being of readily 
distinguishable face. 

4. The combination of a plurality of pages 
grouped in serially numbered sections, each 
page bearing a number designation consist 
ing of an Arabic digit or digits expressing 
the section number, followed by a constant 
number of Arabic digits expressing the se 
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rial number of such page in that section, 
the section number digits being of a face 
readily distinguishable from the serial num 
ber digits; and an alphabetic index referring 
to said pages by said number designations, 
the section number digits in said index being 

70 

likewise distinguishable from the serii 
number digits. - In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification. :- 

ROBERT H. SMITH. 
Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 

Washington, D.C.' 


