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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JAMES MONTGOMERY, a 

citizen of the United States of America, re 
siding at Marseilles, in the county of La Salle 
and State of Illinois, haveinvented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Folding Crates, 
of Which the following is a specification, refer 
ence being had thereinto the accompanying 
drawings and the letters of reference there. 
on, forming a part of this specification, in 
which - 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the crate 
as it would appear ready for use. Fig. 2 is a 
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perspective view of the crate as it would ap 
pear folded. Fig. 3 is a detail perspective 
View of one of the upper corners of the crate, 
showing a button for holding the cover in 
place when the crate is ready for use as 
shown in Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a plan detail view 
showing a portion of the cover and of the side 
and end of the crate, and a spring attached 
to the end for preventing the side from fall. 
ing down. Fig. 5 is a cross sectional view of 
Fig. 2, and Fig. 6 is a detail perspective view 
of one of the lower corners of the crate show 
ing a corner block bolted to the bottom, and 
showing a slidable bolt on the upper end of 
Said block for holding the cover in place when 

35 

45 

the crate is folded as shown in Fig 2. 
This invention relates to certain improve 

ments in folding crates used for shipping pur 
poses, which improvements are fully set forth 
and explained in the following specification 
and claim. 

Referring to the drawings. A represents the 
bottom of the crate made of boards resting on 
cross sills and nailed thereto. To each corner 
of Said bottom is secured a short corner block 
B by means of a bolt O. The ends G and 
sides Hare pivotally connected to said corner 
blocks as shown in the broken lines in Fig. 6, 
in such manner that the ends and sides may 
fold down on the bottom A as shown in Fig. 
5, the sides folding over the ends. 
S is a flat spring attached to the inner up 

per sides of the ends as shown in Fig. 4, and 
in broken lines in Fig. 3, so arranged that 
their free ends will engage the inner upper 

sides of the sides H to prevent the sides from 
falling down when the crate is in the position 
shown in Fig. 1. 
D is a cover made of slats and having its 

sides and ends flanged so as to set down over 
and inclose the sides Hand ends G of the crate 
at their upper sides so they cannot spread 
apart by reason of pressure of material within 
the crate. When said cover is in position as 
shown in Fig. 1, it is held down to its place 
by means of buttons F attached to the top cor 
ners of the ends G as shown particularly in 
Fig. 3. r 
When the crate is folded by means of turn 

ing down the sides and ends as shown in Figs. 
2 and 5, the cover D is placed so as to rest on 
the folded sides H, and so its flanged sides 
and ends will inclose the folded crate, and 
is secured to its place by means of the slid 
able bolts C on the upper ends of the corner 
blocks B as shown more particularly in Figs. 
5 and 6. 
Fis a hinged slat which forms a door in the 

cover for access to the interior of the crate. 
By means of such construction the crate is 

adapted to be folded and maintained in such 
folded position to enable it to be shipped back 
to the point of its departure in a much smaller 
and more compact shape than if it could not 
be folded. 
I am aware that crates made to fold have 

been heretofore used, but I am not aware of 
such construction of crate, wherein the ends 
and sides are pivotally connected to corner . 
blocks bolted to the floor, and wherein the 
cover is held in its place both while the crate 
is in use or folded by the means shown. This 
construction dispenses with the use of metal 
hinges such as are generally in use for hing 
ing the sides and ends to the floor, or bottom, 
and which are much more liable to become 
broken and unfit for use. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is as follows: 
The combination of the bottom. A having 
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the corner blocks B bolted thereto, the cor-95 
ner blocks B having the slidable bolts C on 
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their upper ends, the sides Hand ends G piv- ranged to operate substantially as and for the 
otally connected to said corner blocks in ES purpose set forth. 
manner that said ends and sides may fo r 
down on said bottom, the buttons E on the JAMES MONTGOMERY. 

5 upper corners of said ends and the cover D Witnesses: 
having its sides and ends flanged for inclos- THOS. H. HUTCHINS, 
ing the sides and ends of the crate, all ar- S. H. MONTGOMERY. 


